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HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


April  26,  1999 


To  Whom  it  may  concern: 

We  have  reviewecd  the  attached  Environmental  Assessment  for  the  June  2,  1999  lease  sale. 
The  stipulations,  as  listed  in  Appendix  A,  sufficiently  mitigate  environmental  concerns  with  leasing 
the  proposed  tracts.  There  is  no  need  for  an  EIS  for  this  lease  sale. 
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MEMORANDUM 


TO:  June  2,  1 999  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale  EA  File 

FROM:  Jefj>Hag©9tr.  TL>10  Administrator 


RE: 


Leasing  Decision  -  Tracts  w/i  the  Sun  River  Game  Range 


I  have  reviewed  the  attached  Environmental  Assessment  for  the  June  2,  1999  oil  &  gas  lease 
sale.  During  the  environmental  re\'ievv  process,  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 
(DFWP)  and  numerous  members  of  the  public  expressed  concern  over  leasing  the  school  trust 
lands  located  within  the  Sun  River  Game  Range.  The  Department  responded  by  initiating 
discussions  with  DFWP  to  determine  whether  an  alternative  leasing  solution  could  be  developed. 
Addressing  the  oil  and  gas  leasing,  and  perhaps  replacing  the  grazing  leases  currently  held  by 
DFWP,  could  provide  DFWP  with  longer-term,  greater  overall  control  for  their  management 
purposes,  while  recognizing  the  fiduciary  obligation  of  the  Department  in  managing  school  trust 
land.  These  discussions  are  ongoing.  The  Department  will  defer  the  tracts  in  the  Sun  River 
Game  Range  to  the  September  8,  1999  oil  &  gas  lease  sale  in  order  to  provide  both  agencies 
additional  time  to  pursue  these  discussions. 

Tract  #'s  deferred:  5094.  5095.  5105.  5106.  5096,  5097,  5098,  and  5099,  all  located  in 
Township  21  North.  Range  08  West. 

For  all  other  tracts,  the  stipulations  listed  in  Appendix  A  sufficiently  mitigate  environmental 
concerns  with  leasing  those  proposed  tracts.  There  is  no  need  for  an  cinironmental  impact 
statement  for  this  lease  sale. 
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^ATE  OF  MONTANA' 


DIRECTORS  OFFICE  (406)  4-H-2074 
TELEFAX  NUMBER  (406)  444-2684 


PO  BOX  201601 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


May  7,  1999 


TO:  June  2,  1 999  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale  EA  File 

FROM:  JeffF^e^i/,  TLM9<Administrator 

RE:  Leasing  Decision  -  Applicant's  Withdrawal  of  Tracts  w/i 

the  Sun  River  Game  Range 


By  letter  dated  May  4,  1999  (received  May  5,  1999)  the  applicant  for  the  tracts  located  within  the 
Sun  River  Game  Range  notified  the  Department  that  they  were  exercising  their  option  to 
v\ithdraw  these  tracts  from  the  June  2,  1999  Oil  &  Gas  lease  sale. 


The  Department  will  continue  to  pursue  alternative  leasing  options  with  the  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  and  Parks. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  ASSESSMENT 

ON  THE 

June  2,  1999 

OIL  AND  GAS  LEASE  SALE 

Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 

Trust  Land  Management  Division 


Introduction 


The  State  of  Montana  owns  over  six  million  acres  of  oil  and  gas  rights 
that  are  scattered  across  the  state.   The  lands  that  these  mineral  rights  lie 
under  are  varied,  consisting  of  timber,  grazing,  and  agricultural  land.   The 
state  also  owns  mineral  rights  below  navigable  lakes  and  streams  in  Montana. 
Each  land  type  will  be  impacted  differently  by  oil  and  gas  related  activity. 

This  document  contains  the  environmental  review  of  lands  nominated  for 
oil  and  gas  leasing  for  the  June  2,  1999  lease  sale.   Alternatives  reviewed  in 
this  document  are  1)  No  Action  -  deny  the  oil  and  gas  lease;  and  2)  Approve 
the  oil  and  gas  lease  with  appropriate  stipulations. 

II.  Purpose  and  Need  for  the  Action 

The  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC)  - 
Trust  Land  Management  Division  (TLMD)  has  received  nominations  for  130  tracts 
of  land  totaling  51,414.01  acres  for  the  purpose  of  oil  and  gas  exploration 
and  development.   A  listing  of  these  tracts  and  their  location  is  found  in 
Appendix  A.   Prior  to  leasing  the  nominated  tracts,  the  TLMD  must  review  each 
tract  for  potential  impacts  on  the  human  and  natural  environment  from  oil  and 
gas  operations. 

By  leasing  lands  for  oil  and  gas  exploration,  the  trusts  administered  by 
TLMD  benefit  from  rental  and  potential  royalty  income. 

III.  Agency  Responsibilities 

A.   Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 

The  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC)  -  Trust  Land 
Management  Division  (TLMD)  is  authorized  to  lease  state  owned  oil  and  gas  for 
exploration  and  development  (MCA  77-3-401,  et  seq.).   Oil  and  gas  lease  sales 
occur  quarterly,  as  required  by  ARM  26.3.206(1).   Under  the  Montana 
Environmental  Policy  Act  (MCA  75-1-201,  et  seq.),  the  TLMD  must  review  leasing 
of  nominated  tracts  for  potential  impacts  on  the  human  and  natural  environment 
prior  to  leasing  unless  a  clause  for  denial  of  activity  is  added  to  the  lease. 

The  TLMD  must  decide  whether  to  lease  the  nominated  tracts  with 
appropriate  stipulations  or  deny  leasing. 


B.   Board  of  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation 

The  Board  of  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation  (BOGC)  is  responsible  for 
requiring  "measures  to  be  taken  to  prevent  contamination  of  or  damage  to 
surrounding  land  or  underground  strata  caused  by  drilling  operations  and 
production..."  (MCA  82-11-111  (2)  (a) )  .   The  BOGC  issues  permits  for  oil  and  gas 
drilling  operations  (MCA  82-11-122) ,  and  also  oversees  proper  plugging  and 
abandonment  of  seismic  shotholes  and  oil  and  gas  wells  (MCA  82-11-123(4)). 
All  permitting  by  the  BOGC  is  subject  to  an  environmental  review  under  the 
Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  (MCA  75-1-201,  et  seq.) .   A  programmatic  EIS 
on  oil  and  gas  activity  was  completed  by  the  BOGC  in  1989  (BOGC,  1989)  and  is 
incorporated  in  this  EA  by  reference.   TLMD  adopts  the  conclusions  and 
information  contained  in  that  EIS. 

The  BOGC  is  not  involved  in  leasing  decisions  taken  by  the  TLMD. 

IV.   Procedure 

Notification  of  the  tracts  nominated  for  lease  was  submitted  to  the 
following  agencies  and  individuals  for  review  and  comments: 

Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  -  Trust 
Land  Management  Division  Area  Office  Managers 

Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  -  TLMD 
Archeologist  and  Hydrologist/geologist 

Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  -  TLMD 
Minerals  Management  Bureau  Chief,  Forest  Management  Bureau 
Chief,  and  Land  Management  Section  Supervisor  -  Agricultural 
and  Grazing  Bureau 

Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  Regional  Offices 
and  Field  Biologists  at  applicable  Area  Resource  Offices 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Lewis  and  Clark  National  Forest  Supervisor 

Custer  National  Forest  Supervisor 

Gallatin  National  Forest  Supervisor 

USDI  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  Mailing  List 

Department  Website  (http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/trust/tlmdhome.htm) 

Comments  received  from  these  agencies  and  individuals  are  reviewed  and 
stipulations  are  developed  for  each  tract  nominated  for  leasing.   Agency 
comments  are  located  in  Appendix  C.   Public  comments  are  located  in  Appendix 
D. 

Issues  reviewed  for  this  process  include: 

The  presence  of  sensitive  plant  and  animal  communities. 

The  presence  of  historical  or  cultural  sites. 

Potential  impacts  of  oil  and  gas  related  activities  on  soils, 

hydrology,  wildlife,  vegetation,  and  human  resources. 
Potential  for  "No  Surface  Occupancy"  restrictions. 
Potential  conflicts  with  current  land  use  (such  as  Federal  Farm 

Programs  including  CRP) . 
Other  potential  resources  for  the  tract. 

Field  evaluations  from  past  inspections,  information  from  DNRC-TLMD 
field  office  files,  and,  if  necessary,  additional  on-site  evaluations  are  used 
by  the  TLMD  field  staff  in  assessing  potential  impacts  from  oil  and  gas 
leasing  and  subsequent  development.   Information  contained  in  the  programmatic 
EIS  produced  by  the  BOGC  (BOGC,  1989)  is  also  utilized  in  determining  the 
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potential  impacts  of  future  oil  and  gas  development  for  the  nominated  tracts. 
Stipulations  are  then  attached  to  the  lease  to  provide  resource  protection 
during  future  lease  operations.   These  stipulations  range  from  strict,  no 
surface  occupancy  restrictions  to  requirements  for  operating  plan  approval 
(with  the  potential  of  future  denial)  to  buffer  and  avoidance  stipulations, 
and  surface  damage  settlement  issues.   A  list  of  example  stipulations  is 
located  in  Appendix  B.   Four  of  these  stipulations  are  placed  on  all  leases 
and  are  denoted  in  Appendix  B  with  an  asterisk. 

For  all  nominated  tracts,  additional  environmental  assessments  will  be 
completed  with  the  receipt  of  an  operating  plan  by  both  TLMD  and  the  BOGC. 
Potential  problems  are  mitigated  at  that  time  through  modifications  in  the 
plan.   TLMD  can  not  deny  drilling  of  a  well  unless  stipulated  at  the  time  of 
the  lease,  but  stipulations  can  be  added  to  the  operating  plan  to  mitigate 
impacts.   The  BOGC,  however,  may  deny  a  drilling  permit  or  include  additional 
stipulations  in  the  drilling  permit. 

For  tracts  nominated  in  potentially  sensitive  areas,  two  special 
stipulations  have  been  developed  that  create  a  tiered  environmental  review 
process  with  the  potential  for  future  denial  of  activities  (Appendix  B, 
stipulations  F-1  and  F-2) .   For  potentially  environmentally  sensitive  tracts 
located  on  the  eastern  flank  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  the  State  Land  Board 
developed  (F-2),  a  detailed  stipulation  which  outlines  Land  Board  review  and 
approval  and  delineates  the  review  process.   An  impact  analysis  is  not 
required  prior  to  leasing  a  tract  with  either  of  these  stipulations.  (North 
Fork  Preservation  Assoc,  v.  Dept  of  State  Lands.  238  Mont.  451,  778,  P. 2d  862 
(1989);  Conner  v.  Burford.  836  F.2d  1521  at  1528  (9th  Cir.,  1988)).   When 
activity  is  proposed  on  a  lease,  the  operating  plan  receives  an  environmental 
review.   This  review  consists  of  an  evaluation  of  impacts  of  the  proposed 
action.   Additional  stipulations  and  mitigating  measures  may  be  required  prior 
to  the  activity,  or  activity  may  be  denied.   Depending  on  the  location  and 
potential  impacts  from  the  specific  activity  proposed,  this  environmental 
review  could  consist  of  a  basic  Environmental  Assessment  up  to  a  full 
Environmental  Impact  Statement . 

Additional  environmental  assessments  may  be  necessary  with  further 
development  of  the  lease.   Environmental  assessments  are  completed  as 
necessary  throughout  the  term  of  the  lease. 

V.   Public  Notification 

Public  notice  of  nominated  tracts  and  request  for  comments  is  made  two 
months  prior  to  the  lease  sale  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Oil  Journal,  Billings 
Gazette,  Great  Falls  Tribune,  and  Helena  Independent  Record.   The  tract  list 
is  sent  to  everyone  on  the  Department's  mailing  list  of  approximately  800 
individuals,  organizations,  and  companies.   Anyone  can  be  added  to  the  mailing 
list  by  contacting  the  Department.   Lease  sale  lists,  dates,  and  important 
deadlines  are  also  available  on  the  Department's  Internet  web  site 
(http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/trust/tlmdhome.htm).   After  completion  of  the  Oil  and 
Gas  Lease  Sale  EA,  the  list  of  nominated  tracts  and  attached  stipulations  is 
published  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Oil  Journal,  made  available  on  the 
Department's  Internet  web  site,  and  mailed  to  everyone  on  the  Department's 
mailing  list. 


VI.   Resource  Analysis 

The  following  issues  were  analyzed  for  potential  impact  on  state  owned 
land : 

A.  Wildlife: 

Potential  impacts  on  wildlife  for  each  tract  are  analyzed  by  the 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC)  -  Trust  Land 
Management  Division  (TLMD)  field  office  staff  with  additional  input  from  the 
MT  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  (DFWP)  regional  office  staff. 
Letters  requesting  information  on  potential  impacts  from  oil  and  gas 
activities  are  sent  to  each  DFWP  regional  office  by  electronic  mail. 
Information  provided  by  the  MT  Natural  Heritage  Program  (MNHP)  is  also 
reviewed.    Stipulations  are  applied  to  protect  wildlife  resources  from  the 
comments  and  information  provided.  If  no  site  specific  response  is  received 
from  DFWP  or  TLMD  field  offices,  and  the  MNHP  search  turns  up  no  element 
occurrence  data,  then  no  additional  stipulations  are  added  to  the  tract. 
However,  the  standard  operating  plan  review  stipulation  (number  1  in  the 
application  list  in  Appendix  A)  still  allows  coverage  of  wildlife  concerns 
that  may  arise  in  any  subsequent  site-specific  review. 

For  the  June  2,  1999  MT  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  several  stipulations  have 
been  applied  to  various  tracts  due  to  wildlife  concerns.   All  of  the  tracts  in 
Lewis  and  Clark  County  have  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  sensitive  areas 
stipulation  (number  21  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A)  applied  due  in 
part  to  wildlife  concerns  for  various  species  including  grizzly  bears, 
trumpeter  swans,  ferruginous  hawks,  and  elk.   Wildlife  concerns  also  play  a 
role  in  the  application  of  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  20  in 
Appendix  A)  to  application  numbers  5066  and  5067  in  Musselshell  County.   The 
contact  MT  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks/US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
stipulation  (see  number  11  in  Appendix  A)  is  applied  to  application  numbers: 
5065  in  Blaine  County;  5061,  5063,  and  5064  in  Hill  County  for  swift  fox.   It 
is  applied  to  application  numbers  5055  through  5059  in  Fergus  County  for 
bighorn  sheep.   In  Sweet  Grass  County  it  is  applied  to  application  numbers 
5117  and  5122  for  bald  eagles.   The  wildlife  survey  stipulation  (see  number  12 
in  Appendix  A)  is  applied  to  application  numbers  5111  through  5114  in 
Stillwater  County  for  grouse  and  5116,  5122,  and  5126  in  Sweet  Grass  County 
for  grouse  and/or  turkey  nesting  sites.   The  wildlife  timing  restriction 
stipulation  (see  number  13  in  Appendix  A)  is  applied  to  application  number 
5125  in  Stillwater  County  due  to  its  proximity  to  a  bald  eagle  nesting  site. 
The  river,  lake/reservoir  (1/8-mile)  buffer  stipulation  (number  14  in  Appendix 
A)  also  covers  concerns  for  spiny  softshell  and  or  snapping  turtles  along  the 
Tongue  River  for  application  numbers  5009  and  5010  in  Rosebud  County.   The 
sensitive  areas  stipulation  covers  these  concerns  for  application  number  5003 
in  Rosebud  County. 

B.  Water  Quality: 

Potential  impacts  on  surface  water  resources  are  analyzed  by  the  TLMD 
field  office  staff  and  the  TLMD  hydrologist/geologist .   Notation  is  made  on 
locations  of  perennial  and  intermittent  streams,  lakes,  ponds,  wetlands, 
springs,  wells,  ditches,  canals,  prairie  potholes,  etc.  within  a  nominated 
tract.   If  set-backs  from  water  resources  are  required,  a  stipulation  is 
applied  to  protect  these  resources.   For  this  lease  sale  the  100-feet  buffer 
stipulation  is  utilized  for  various  scenarios  on  61  tracts  (see  stipulation  7 
in  application  list  in  Appendix  A).   Streams,  ponds,  wetlands,  etc.  on  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Front  would  be  covered  by  application  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 


Front  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  21,  Appendix  A)  to  tracts  in  Lewis 
and  Clark  County. 

Other  stipulations  are  applied  to  larger  water  bodies.   For  this  sale, 
the  no-surface  occupancy  stipulation  for  navigable  river  beds  and  related 
acreage  has  been  utilized  for  the  Yellowstone  River.   It  is  applied  to 
application  numbers  5117,  5120,  and  5121  in  Sweet  Grass  County  (see 
stipulation  15  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A) .   The  1/8-mile  buffer 
stipulation  is  applied  to  application  numbers  5009,  and  5010  (Rosebud  County) 
due  to  the  presence  of  the  Tongue  River,  and  to  5060  (Hill  County)  due  to  the 
presence  of  the  Fresno  Reservoir  (see  Appendix  A,  stipulation  14) .   The 
presence  of  the  Tongue  River  in  application  number  5003  is  already  covered 
under  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  20  in  Appendix  A)  discussed 
below. 

Ground  water  resource  protection  is  required  by  the  BOGC,  and  BOGC 
permitting  is  contingent  on  adequate  protection. 

C.  Soils  and  Topography: 

TLMD  field  office  personnel  review  soil  surveys  conducted  by  the  USDA- 
NRCS  along  with  field  notes  from  previous  inspections  to  determine  the 
potential  for  impacts  to  fragile  soils.   If  protection  of  fragile  soils  is 
needed,  a  stipulation  is  implemented  to  protect  the  resource.   The  TLMD  field 
office  personnel  and  the  TLMD  geologist/hydrologist  also  review  topographic 
maps  to  obtain  an  indication  of  the  topography.   For  the  June  2,  1999  MT  Oil 
and  Gas  Lease  sale  rough/steep  topography  or  fragile,  unstable  soils  have 
resulted  in  stipulation  10  (see  Appendix  A)  being  applied  to  26  various 
tracts.   Soils  and  other  surface  concerns  that  may  arise  during  a  site- 
specific  review  are  also  handled  through  the  standard  operating  plan  review 
stipulation  (see  number  1,  Appendix  A) . 

D.  Vegetation 

TLMD  field  office  personnel  review  records  in  the  office  for  potential 
impacts  on  vegetation  in  an  area.   Information  provided  by  the  MT  Natural 
Heritage  program  is  also  reviewed  by  the  TLMD  geologist/hydrologist.  If  rare 
plants  or  potential  for  significant  impacts  exist  on  a  tract,  stipulations  are 
implemented  to  protect  these  resources.   For  this  sale,  plants  that  the 
Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program  information  indicates  to  be  of  potential 
concern  are  already  covered  by  the  sensitive  areas  stipulations.   For  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Front  tracts  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County  vegetation  concerns 
include:  small  yellow  lady's  slipper,  giant  helleborine,  and  round-leaved 
orchis.   Other  tracts  (application  numbers  5001  through  5004  in  Rosebud  County 
and  5005  and  5006  in  Powder  River  County)  in  eastern  Montana  adjacent  to  and 
within  (application  number  5012  in  Powder  River  County)  Custer  National  Forest 
may  have  potential  habitat  for  Barr's  Milkvetch.   These  tracts  adjacent  to  and 
within  the  national  forest  are  covered  by  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation 
(number  20,  Appendix  A)  as  per  Land  Board  direction. 

In  addition,  some  tracts  contain  wooded  areas  that  occur  outside  the 
usual  area  covered  by  the  riparian  buffer  stipulation.   In  order  to  minimize 
disturbance  to  this  vegetation,  the  avoid  wooded  areas  stipulation  is  utilized 
(see  stipulation  9  in  application  list,  Appendix  A) .   For  this  sale,  wooded 
areas  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  would  be  covered  by  application  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Front  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  21,  Appendix  A)  to  tracts 
in  Lewis  and  Clark  County.   Since  v/eeds  are  a  concern  throughout  Montana,  a 
stipulation  is  added  to  each  lease  that  holds  the  lessee  responsible  for 
controlling  noxious  weeds  introduced  by  the  lessee's  activity  on  the  tract  and 
preventing  their  spread  (see  stipulation  4  in  Appendix  A) . 


R 
I 
R 
I 


■ 


E.  Land  use  conflicts: 

Nominated  tracts  are  reviewed  by  TLMD  field  office  personnel  for  current 
land  use,  and  potential  conflicts  are  noted.   Each  lease  contains  a  clause 
that  indicates  the  oil  and  gas  lessee  agrees  to  be  responsible  for  payment  of 
actual  surface  damages  arising  from  oil  and  gas  exploration  or  development.   A 
special  stipulation  is  added  to  the  lease  for  land  involved  in  the 
Conservation  Reserve  Program  (CRP) (Appendix  A,  stipulation  8) .   This 
stipulation  is  applied  to  application  number  5043  in  Liberty  County.   The 
lease  terms  also  prohibit  drilling  within  200  feet  of  a  residence  or  barn. 
Usually,  oil  and  gas  activity  only  impacts  a  small  portion  of  any  lease,  and 
conflicts  with  current  land  use  are  rare. 

Special  stipulations  are  also  utilized  for  information,  for  avoidance, 
or  other  needed  mitigation.   For  this  sale,  the  information  stipulation  on 
coal  ownership  is  applied  to  application  numbers  5069  through  5071  in  Powder 
River  County  and  5008  through  5010  in  Rosebud  County  {see  Appendix  A, 
stipulation  16) .   The  "no  surface  occupancy"  stipulation  of  cemetery  and/or 
grave  sites  is  applied  to  application  number  5046  in  Liberty  County  due  to  a 
grave  site  shown  on  the  topographic  map  (See  Appendix  A,  stipulation  17) .   The 
"no  surface  occupancy"  stipulation  of  radio  tower  sites  or  related  facilities 
is  applied  to  application  number  5045  in  Liberty  County  due  to  a  radio  tower 
site  sho'/m  on  the  topographic  map  (See  Appendix  A,  stipulation  18)  .   Areas 
where  the  state  does  not  own  the  surface  receive  the  stipulation  requiring 
contact  of  the  surface  owner.   These  occur  in  varied  locations  and  are  also 
designated  in  the  application  list  by  text  and  an  asterislc  (see  Appendix  A 
stipulation  6) .   This  contact  stipulation  is  applied  to  application  numbers 
5041  and  5053  in  Hill  County;  5076  through  5079,  5081,  5093,  5100,  and  5103  in 
Lewis  and  Clark  County;  5013  through  5017,  5021  through  5029,  5031  through 
5040,  5045  through  5048,  5050,  and  5052  in  Liberty  County;  5066  in  Musselshell 
County;  5012  in  Powder  River  County;  5008  through  5010  in  Rosebud  County; 
5112,  5114,  5123,  and  5124  in  Stillwater  County;  5110,  5117,  5118,  and  5128  in 
Sweet  Grass  County. 

F.  Historical  and  Cultural  Resources: 

Each  nominated  tract  is  reviewed  by  TLMD  archeologist  for  the  presence 
of  known  historical  or  cultural  sites  and  for  the  potential  of  discovery  of  a 
new  historical  or  cultural  site.   Where  applicable,  TLMD  field  office  staff 
and  the  TLMD  geologist/hydrologist  are  consulted  regarding  paleontological 
resources  on  the  tracts.   A  stipulation  is  added  to  each  lease  that  protects 
archaeological,  historic,  and  paleontological  sites,  and  surface  activities 
may  be  restricted  if  a  significant  site  is  discovered  during  the  lease  term 
(see  Appendix  A,  stipulation  3)  . 

G.  Existing  facilities/Geologic  potential 

Each  nominated  tract  is  reviewed  by  the  TLMD  geologist/hydrologist  and 
Minerals  Management  Bureau  Chief  for  production  potential,  production  or 
drilling  history,  and  existing  facilities.   If  concerns  exist,  stipulations 
are  added  to  the  lease.   Example  stipulations  for  these  circumstances  are 
located  in  Appendix  B,  stipulations  K-M.   For  the  June  2,  1999  sale,  the 
existing  facilities  stipulation  (number  19  in  Appendix  A)  is  applied  to 
application  number  5062  in  Hill  County. 

H.   Sensitive  Areas 

The  reasons  for  sensitive  area  concerns  are  varied.   They  can  stem  from 
location  of  the  area  or  result  from  concerns  regarding  one  or  more  of  the 
resource  areas  mentioned  above.   For  tracts  nominated  in  potentially  sensitive 


I 
I 


I 
I 
I 

I 


■ 


areas,  two  special  stipulations  have  been  developed  that  create  a  tiered 
environmental  review  process  with  the  potential  for  future  denial  of 
activities  (Appendix  B,  stipulations  F-1  and  F-2) .   For  this  June  2,  1999 
Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale,  DNRC  received  a  number  of  public  comments 
opposed  to  oil  and  gas  leasing  and  development  of  school  trust  land  in  the  Sun 
River  Wildlife  Management  Area  (application  numbers  5094  through  5099  and  5105 
and  5106,  see  application  list  in  Appendix  A).   Most  comments  advocated  either 
a  withdrawal  from  leasing  or  leasing  with  no  surface  occupancy  allowed.   The 
Department  proposes  to  apply  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  sensitive  areas 
stipulation  (number  21  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A)  to  application 
numbers  5072  through  5108  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County  due  to  the  location  of 
these  areas  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  and  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 
Management  Area.   Pursuant  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  sensitive  areas 
stipulation,  "No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on  the  lease  premises  unless 
and  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  by  the  Board."   After 
completion  of  an  environmental  review,  the  Land  Board  may  approve,  modify,  or 
deny  surface  activity  on  the  lease.   Resource  areas  of  concern  on  the  Front 
include  wildlife,  vegetation,  and  water  quality. 

Other  areas  on  this  sale  have  the  sensitive  areas  stipulation  (number  20 
in  Appendix  A;  F-1  in  Appendix  B) ,  applied.   As  per  Land  Board  direction,  the 
placement  of  this  stipulation  on  application  numbers  5001  through  5006  in 
Powder  River  and  Rosebud  Counties,  results  from  their  locations  adjacent  to 
the  Custer  National  Forest  Boundary.   Application  number  5012  (Powder  River 
County)  receives  this  stipulation  due  to  its  location  inside  Custer  National 
Forest.   This  stipulation  is  utilized  on  application  numbers  5066  and  5067  due 
to  their  locations  adjacent  to  the  Lake  Mason  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

VII.  Impact  Analysis 

A.  No  Action  Alternative  -  Deny  the  oil  and  gas  lease. 

If  a  lease  is  denied,  the  only  resource  that  would  be  negatively 
impacted  is  the  loss  of  revenue  from  rental  and  royalty  payments  to  the 
appropriate  trust.   All  other  resources  would  not  be  affected. 

B.  Leasing  Alternative 

Comments  received  on  potential  impacts  for  these  tracts  are  located  in 
Appendices  C  and  D.   Agency  comments  were  requested  on  March  25-26,  1999  and 
must  have  been  received  by  April  23,  1999  for  consideration  in  formulating  the 
stipulations.   Agency  comments  are  included  in  Appendix  C.   The  tract  list  was 
made  available  to  the  public  in  late  March  1999  for  interested  party  comments. 
These  comments  must  have  been  received  by  April  23,  1992^ for  consideration  in 
formulating  the  stipulations.   Public  comments  are  included  in  Appendix  D. 
Late  comments  are  located  in  Appendix  E.   Tracts  nominated  for  oil  and  gas 
leasing  and  proposed  stipulations  are  listed  in  Appendix  A. 

VIII.  Need  for  an  Environmental  Impact  Statement 

The  DNRC-TLMD  is  required  to  evaluate  each  action  to  a  "level  of  detail 
appropriate  to  the  following  considerations:  ...the  complexity  of  the  proposed 
action,  ...  the  environmental  sensitivity  of  the  area  af fected,  . . . the  degree  of 
uncertainty  that  the  proposed  action  will  have  a  significant  impact  on  the 
quality  of  the  human  environment ,... and ...  the  need  for  and  complexity  of 
mitigation  required  to  avoid  the  presence  of  significant  impacts"  (ARM 
26.2 .645  (2)  )  . 

Since  environmentally  sensitive  tracts  are  stipulated  for  future 
environmental  review  with  the  submittance  of  an  operating  plan,  all  other 
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tracts  nominated  are  located  in  areas  where  potential  impacts  are  minor  or  can 
be  mitigated  upon  receipt  and  review  of  an  operating  plan,  and  the  BOGC  must 
approve  an  operating  plan  within  MEPA  prior  to  drilling  activity,  an 
Environmental  Impact  Statement  is  not  required  for  the  leasing  action. 

IX.  Preparers 

Compilation  and  preparation: 

Teresa  Kinley,  Geologist/Hydrologist ,  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
and  Conservation  (DNRC)  -  Trust  Land  Management  Division  (TLMD) 

Agencies  and  persons  consulted: 

Monte  Mason,  Minerals  Management  Bureau  Chief,  DNRC-TLMD 

Patrick  Rennie,  Archeologist ,  DNRC-TLMD 

Craig  Roberts,  Area  Manager,  Northeast  Land  Office,  DNRC-TLMD 

Mark  Ahner,  Area  Manager,  Central  Land  Office,  DNRC-TLMD 

Dwayne  Andrews,  Area  Manager,  Eastern  Land  Office,  DNRC-TLMD 

Don  Kendall,  Area  Manager,  Southern  Land  Office,  DNRC-TLMD 

Mike  Aderhold,  Regional  Supervisor,  DFWP  Region  4 

Dick  Ellis,  Regional  Supervisor,  DFWP  Region  5 

Harold  Wentland,  Regional  Supervisor,  DFWP  Region  6 

Don  Hyppa,  Regional  Supervisor,  DFWP  Region  7 

Martin  Miller,  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Kemper  McMaster,  US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

John  Greer,  Acting  Forest  Supervisor,  Lewis  and  Clark  National  Forest 
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APPENDIX  A:   Nominated  Tract  Locations  and  Stipulations 
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04-2-'-99 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 
OIL  &  GAS  LEASE  SALE  -  JUNE  2,  1999 


PRE -SALE  APPLICATION  REPORT 


^?P; 


STIP 


TVJP 


RGE 


SEC 


DESCRIPTION 


ACRES 


LESSOR:   DEPT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES  &  CONSERVATION 

BLAINE 

5065   1,2,3,4,5,7,11  34. N    21. E   16   N2NE4 ,  SE4NE4 ,  W2 ,  SW4SE4 


480.00 


FERGUS 


5055 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

9 

10 

11 

22  .N 

18 

E 

7 

5056 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

9 

10 

11 

22. N 

18 

E 

8 

5057 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

11 

22. N 

18 

E 

9 

5058 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

9 

10 

11 

22. N 

18 

E 

11 

5059 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

9 

10 

11 

22  .N 

18 

E 

14 

SW4NW4,  NE4SW4,  N2SE4 

SE4NW4,  N2SW4,  SW4SW4,  NW4SE4 

SW4SW4 

N2SE4 

SE4NE4,  NE4SE4 


160.00 

200.00 

40.00 

80.00 

80.00 


HILL 


5060 
5041 
5042 

5061 
5062 
5053 
5063 
5064 


1, 2, 3,4, 5, 10, 14 

1,2,3,4,5,6 

1,2,3,4,5,7 


7,  11 

7,19 

6, 

7, 

7, 


7 

11 
9,  11 


34  .N 

13. E 

16 

ALL 

35. N 

8  .E 

18 

N2SE4 

3  5  .  N 

8.E 

19 

LOTS  2,3,  SE4NE4,  SE4NW4 , 
E2SW4,  NE4SE4,  S2SE4 

36. N 

14  .E 

10 

S2 

36. N 

14.  E 

36 

ALL 

37. N 

8.E 

30 

LOT  2 

37. N 

14  .E 

24 

E2 

37. N 

14. E 

36 

ALL 

640.00 

80.00 

354.30 

320.00 
640.00 
39.57 
320.00 
640.00 


LEWIS  t  CLARK 


5072 
5073 
5101 
5102 
5074 
5075 
5076 

5077 
5078 
5079 
5100 
5080 
5108 


2,  3 


5,21 
5,21 
5,21 
5,21 
5,21 
5,  21 
5,6, 21 


6,21 
6,21 
6,21 
6,21 

21 
21 


18 

N 

7 

W 

16 

ALL 

18 

N 

7 

W 

36 

ALL 

19 

N 

6 

W 

9 

SW4NE4 

19 

N 

6 

W 

15 

SW4 

19 

N 

6 

W 

16 

ALL 

19 

N 

6 

W 

18 

LOT  2,  SE4NW4 

19 

N 

6 

W 

19 

LOTS  1,2,3,4,  E2m'J4,  N 
NE4SW4 

19 

N 

6 

W 

20 

N2,  SE4,  N2SW4,  SE4SW4 

19 

M 

6 

W 

21 

N2,  SW4,  N2SE4,  SW4SE4 

19 

.N 

6 

.W 

28 

ALL 

19 

.N 

6 

.VI 

30 

NE4NW4,  SE4NE4,  E2SE4 

19 

.N 

7 

.  w 

2 

LOT  4,  SW4NW4,  N2SW4 

19 

.N 

7 

■  W 

3 

LOT  1,  SE4NE4 

640.00 
640.00 

40.00 
160.00 
640.00 

76.36 
423.55 

600.00 
600.00 
640.00 
160.00 
161.41 
81.42 
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APPS 


STIP 


TWP 


RGE 


SEC 


DESCRIPTION 


ACRES 


5081 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6,21 

5103 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6,21 

5082 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5083 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5107 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5084 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5085 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5086 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5087 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5088 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5089 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5090 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5104 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5091 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5092 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5093 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6,21 

5094 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5095 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5105 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5106 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5096 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5097 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5098 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

5099 

2 

3 

4 

5 

21 

19. N 

8  .  W 

2 

S2SW4 

* 

80.00 

19. N 

8  .  W 

3 

E2SE4 

* 

80.00 

19. N 

8.Vi 

10 

E2NE4 

80.00 

19. N 

8.W 

11 

N2,  SW4 

480.00 

19. N 

8.W 

12 

NW4SW4 

40.00 

20. N 

7.W 

15 

ALL 

640.00 

20.  N 

7  .  W 

16 

ALL 

640.00 

20. N 

7  .  W 

21 

E2NE4,  W2NW4, 

S2 

480.00 

20. N 

7  .  W 

22 

ALL 

640.00 

20  .N 

7 .  v; 

23 

ALL 

640.00 

20. N 

7.W 

26 

NW4NW4,  E2NW4 

W2NE4,  S2SW4 

280.00 

20. N 

7  .  W 

27 

N2N2,  S2S2 

320.00 

20. N 

7.v; 

28 

NE4,  SE4SE4 

200.00 

20. N 

7.W 

34 

N2N2 

160.00 

20. N 

7.W 

36 

W2,  SE4 

480.00 

20. N 

8.W 

34 

SE4SE4 

* 

40.00 

21. N 

8.W 

9 

NE4NE4 

40.00 

21. N 

8.W 

10 

SW4NW4 

40.00 

21. N 

8.W 

14 

SE4NW4 

40.00 

21. N 

8.VJ 

22 

W2NE4 

80.00 

21. N 

8  .  W 

23 

S2 

320.00 

21.N 

8 .  v; 

26 

E2E2,  SW4SE4, 

SE4SW4 

240.00 

21. N 

8  .  W 

35 

N2NE4 

80.00 

21. N 

8  .  >." 

36 

LOTS  1  THRU  7 
NV;4,  N2SW4 

W2NE4,  NVJ4SE4, 

650.62 

LIBERTY 


5013 
5014 
5015 
5016 
5017 
5018 
5019 
5020 
5021 

5022 
5023 
5024 
5025 
5026 
5027 
5028 
5029 
5030 
5031 
5032 


3,4 


,6, 

6, 

6, 

6, 
,6 
,  6 
,6,7 

6,7 

7 
,  6 

6,7 


33  .N 

6.E 

16 

ALL 

* 

640.00 

33. N 

6.E 

17 

SW4 

* 

160.00 

33. N 

6.E 

20 

NW4 

* 

160.00 

34. N 

6.E 

16 

ALL 

* 

640.00 

34. N 

6.E 

27 

S2 

* 

320.00 

34. N 

6.E 

35 

N2 

320.00 

34. N 

6.E 

36 

ALL 

640.00 

34. N 

7.E 

1 

LOT  4,  SW4NW4 

79.84 

34. N 

7.E 

2 

LOTS  1,2,3,4,  S2N2,  NW4SW4, 
N2SE4 

* 

438.76 

34  .N 

7.E 

3 

LOTS  1,2,3,4,  S2N2,  NE4SE4 

* 

358.48 

34. N 

7.E 

20 

NE4NE4,  W2NE4,  ^fW4 

* 

280.00 

34. N 

7  .E 

21 

NW4NVJ4 

* 

40.00 

34.  N 

7.E 

23 

SW4 

* 

160.00 

34  .N 

7.E 

26 

NW4 

* 

160.00 

34. N 

7.E 

27 

E2 

* 

320.00 

34  .N 

7.E 

29 

S2 

* 

320.00 

34. N 

7.E 

31 

LOTS  1,2,  E2NW4,  NE4 

* 

312.47 

35. N 

6.E 

36 

ALL 

640.00 

35. M 

7.E 

2 

LOTS  1,2,  S2NE4,  SE4 

* 

319.72 

35.  M 

7.E 

14 

E2,  S2NVJ4,  N2SW4 

* 

480.00 
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APP# 


STIP 


TWP 


RGE 


SEC 


DESCRIPTION 


ACRES 


5:33 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

5034 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

5035 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

5036 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

5037 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

5038 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

5039 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

5040 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

5043 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

8 

5044 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5045 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6, 

7,  18 

5046 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7,  17 

5047 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

5048 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

5049 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

5050 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

5051 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

7 

5052 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

35 

.N 

7 

E 

15 

SE4NE4 

35 

.N 

7 

E 

22 

E2 

35 

.N 

7 

E 

23 

E2NE4 

35 

-N 

7 

E 

24 

NW4 

35 

.N 

7 

E 

28 

NE4NW4 

35 

.N 

7 

E 

34 

SE4SE4 

35 

.N 

7 

E 

35 

SW4SW4 

35 

N 

7 

E 

36 

ALL 

36 

N 

6 

E 

35 

N2S2 

36 

N 

6 

E 

36 

ALL 

36 

N 

7 

E 

23 

S2 

36 

N 

7 

E 

24 

S2 

36 

N 

7 

E 

36 

ALL 

37 

N 

6 

E 

30 

LOTS  1 

37 

N 

6 

E 

36 

ALL 

37 

N 

7 

E 

2 

LOTS  9 

37 

N 

7 

E 

16 

ALL 

37 

N 

7 

E 

36 

ALL 

2,3,4,  W2E2,  E2W2 


10,11,  SW4 


* 

40.00 

* 

320.00 

* 

80.00 

* 

160  .00 

* 

40.00 

* 

40.00 

* 

40.00 

* 

640.00 

160.00 

640.00 

* 

320.00 

* 

320.00 

* 

640.00 

* 

478.92 

640.00 

* 

314.03 

640.00 

* 

640.00 

MUSSELSHELL 


5066  2,3,4, 5,6,20 

5067  2,3,4,5,20 


9.N 
10. N 


24  .E 
24  .E 


36 
36 


ALL 
ALL 


640.00 
640.00 


POWDER  RIVER 


5005 

2 

3 

4 

5 

20 

5 

S 

45 

E 

16 

ALL 

5006 

2 

3 

4 

5 

20 

5 

S 

45 

E 

36 

ALL 

5012 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6,20 

6 

S 

46 

E 

36 

S2 

5068 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5,7,  9 

10 

9 

S 

46 

E 

36 

LOTS  1 

THRU 

16 

N2 

5069 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5,7,9 

10 

16 

9 

s 

47 

E 

31 

LOTS  1 

THRU 

18 

E2NW4,  NE4 

5070 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5,7,9 

10 

16 

9 

s 

47 

E 

32 

LOTS  1 

THRU 

16 

N2 

5071 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5,7,9 

10 

16 

9 

s 

47 

E 

33 

LOTS  1 
14,  N2 

THRU 

8, 

AND  11  THRU 

640.00 
640.00 
320.00 
946.04 
927.88 
942 .67 
791.41 


ROSEBUD 


5001  2,  3,4,  5,20 

5002  2,3,4,5,20 

5003  2,3,4,5,20 


5004  2, 3, 4, 5, 20 

5007  1,2,3,4,5,7,9,10 

5008  1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 16 

5009  1,2, 3,4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 14, 16 

5010  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9,10,14,16 


4 

S 

43 

E 

36 

ALL 

640 

00 

4 

S 

44 

E 

16 

N2,  SW4 

480 

00 

5 

s 

42 

E 

36 

LOTS  1,2,3,4,  S2N2,  S2 ,  AND 
TONGUE  RIVERBED  AND  RELATED 
ACREAGE 

640 

00 

5 

s 

43 

E 

16 

ALL 

640 

00 

6 

s 

42 

E 

16 

LOTS  1  THRU  10,  S2NE4 ,  SE4 

663 

99 

6 

s 

42 

E 

21 

SW4NE4,  NE4SW4,  N;'J4SE4         * 

120 

00 

6 

s 

42 

E 

22 

W2SE4                            * 

80 

00 

6 

s 

42 

g 

23 

NE4SW4,  S2SW4                   * 

120 

00 
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APPS 


STIP 


TWP 


RGE 


SEC 


DESCRIPTION 


ACRES 


5011   1.2,3,4,5,7,9,10 


6.S 


42. E   36   LOTS  1,2,3,4,  S2N2 ,  S2 


664  .72 


STILLWATER 


5111 
5112 
5113 
5114 
5123 
5124 
5125 
5130 
5131 


7,12 

6,7,12 

7,9, 

6,7, 

6,7 

7 

9, 

9, 

9, 


10 
12 


10, 

10 

10 


12 


13 


l.N 

18. E 

12 

N2NE4,  SE4NE4,  NE4SE4 

160.00 

l.N 

18. E 

14 

N2 

* 

320.00 

l.N 

18  .E 

16 

ALL 

640.00 

l.N 

18. E 

36 

ALL 

* 

640.00 

l.S 

18  .E 

16 

ALL 

* 

640.00 

1  .S 

18. E 

17 

ALL 

* 

640.00 

l.S 

18. E 

36 

ALL 

640.00 

2.S 

18. E 

16 

ALL 

640.00 

2  .S 

19  .E 

16 

ALL 

640.00 

SWEET  GRASS 


5109 
5110 
5115 

5116 
5117 


10 


9,  10 

10,  12 

7, 11, 14, 15 


5118  1, 2,3,4,5,6,7, 9, 10 

5119  1,2, 3,4,5,7, 9, 10 

5120  1,2, 3,4, 5, 15 

5121  1,2,3,4, 5, 15 

5122  1,2,3,4, 5,7, 9, 10, 11,12 

5126  1,2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, 12 

5127  1,2,3,4,5,7, 9, 12 

5128  1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9,10 

5129  1,2,3,4,5,7 


l.N 
l.N 
l.S 
l.S 
l.S 


l.S 
l.S 
l.S 

l.S 

1  .S 

2  .S 
2  .S 
2  .S 
2  .S 


17  .E 
17. E 
15. E 
15. E 
16. E 


16. E 
17  .E 

17. E 


16. E 

16  .E 

17  .E 

17  .E 


16 

36 
16 
36 

16 


36 
16 
25 


17. E   26 


17. E   36 


16 
36 
16 
36 


ALL 

ALL  * 

ALL 

ALL 

LOTS  1,2,3,4,5,7,8,  NE4NE4 ,    * 

W2SW4,  SE4SW4  AND  YELLOWSTONE 

RIVERBED  ATID  RELATED  ACREAGE 

NE4NE4, S2NE4, W2NW4,SE4SW4,SE4  * 

ALL 

YELLOWSTONE    RIVERBED   AJTO 

RELATED  ACREAGE 

YELLOWSTONE  RIVERBED  AND 

RELATED  ACREAGE 

W2NW4,  SE4NW4,  SW4 ,  W2SE4, 

SE4SE4 

E2,  NW4,  SE4SW4 

ALL 

ALL  * 

ALL 


640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
579.20 


400.00 
640.00 
122 .92 

125.73 

400.00 

520  .00 
640.00 
640.00 
640.00 
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Part  or  all  of  the  tract  is  not  state-owned  surface. 
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STIPULATIONS 

I.  Lessee  shall  notify  and  obtain  approval  from  the  Department's  Trust  Land  Management  Division 
(TLMD)  prior  to  constructing  well  pads,  roads,  power  lines,  and  related  facilities  that  may  require 
surface  disturbance  on  the  tract.  Lessee  shall  comply  with  any  mitigation  measures  stipulated  in 
TLMD's  approval. 

2.  Pnor  to  the  drilling  of  an>  uell,  lessee  shall  send  one  copy  of  the  well  prognosis,  including  Form  22 
"Application  for  Permit"  to  the  Department's  Trust  Land  Management  Division  (TLMD).  After  a  well  is 
drilled  and  completed,  lessee  shall  send  one  copy  of  all  logs  run.  Form  4A  "Completion  Report",  and 
geologic  report  to  TLMD.  A  copy  of  Form  2  "Sundry  Notice  and  Report  of  Wells"  or  other  appropriate 
Board  of  Oil  &  Gas  Conservation  form  shall  be  sent  to  TLMD  whenever  any  subsequent  change  in  well 
status  or  operator,  is  intended  or  has  occurred.  Lessee  shall  also  notify  and  obtain  approval  from  the 
TLMD  prior  to  plugging  a  well  on  the  lease  premises. 

3.  The  TLMD  will  complete  an  initial  review  for  cultural  resources  and,  where  applicable,  paleontological 
resources  of  the  area  intended  for  disturbance  and  may  require  a  resources  inventory.  Based  on  the 
results  of  the  inventory,  the  TLMD  may  restrict  surface  activity  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  significant 
resources  located  on  the  lease  premises. 

4.  The  lessee  shall  be  responsible  for  controlling  any  noxious  weeds  introduced  by  Lessee's  activity  on 
State-owned  land  and  shall  prevent  or  eradicate  the  spread  of  those  noxious  weeds  onto  land  adjoining 
the  lease  premises. 

5.  The  definitions  of  "oil"  and  "gas"  provided  in  82-1-1 1 1,  MCA,  do  not  apply  to  this  lease  for  royalty 
calculation  purposes. 

6.  Lessee  must  contact  the  owner  of  the  surface  in  writing  at  least  30  days  prior  to  any  surface  activity.  A 
copy  of  the  correspondence  shall  be  sent  to  the  TLMD. 

7.  No  activity  shall  be  allowed  within  100  feet  of  any  perennial  or  seasonal  stream,  pond,  lake,  prairie 
potholes,  wetland,  spring,  reservoir,  well,  or  irrigation  ditch,  canal,  or  related  facilities  without  prior 
approval  of  the  TLMD. 

8.  The  lessee  is  responsible  to  pay  for  all  damages,  including  penalties  and  charges  assessed  by  the 
USDA-CFSA  on  CRP  lands,  as  a  result  of  drilling  and  production  on  the  tract.  All  damages  will  be 
assessed  by  and  paid  directly  to  the  TLMD. 

9.  Wooded  areas  on  this  tract  will  be  avoided  unless  otherwise  authorized  by  the  TLMD. 

10.  Due  to  unstable  soil  conditions  on  this  tract  and/or  steep  topography,  surface  use  may  be  restricted. 
Seismic  activity  may  be  restricted  to  poltershots. 

I I .  Potential  wildlife  conflicts  have  been  identified  for  this  tract.  The  TLMD  will  contact  the  Montana 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife,  and  Parks  or  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  office  in  the  area  for  advise 
on  alleviating  any  possible  conflicts  caused  by  lessee's  proposed  activities.  Additional  mitigation 
measures  may  be  required. 

1  2         Wildlife  species  of  concern  have  been  identified  on  or  near  this  tract.  A  survey  in  areas  of  proposed 
acti\  ity  may  be  required  prior  to  disturbance.   Identified  species  will  be  avoided,  unless  otherwise 
authorized  by  the  TLMD.  Additional  mitigation  measures  may  also  be  required. 


STIPULATIONS 

13.  To  protect  wildlife  during  periods  important  to  their  survival,  surface  occupancy  or  other  activity  shall 
be  restricted  from  March  15  through  July  15  of  each  year  unless  otherwise  authorized  in  writing  by  the 
TLMD. 

14.  Any  activity  within  1/8  mile  of  the  river  or  lake/reservoir  on  or  adjacent  to  this  tract  must  be  approved  in 
writing  by  the  TLMD  prior  to  commencement.  No  surface  occupancy  is  allowed  within  the  bed  of  the 
river,  abandoned  channels,  the  bed  of  the  lake/reser\oir,  or  on  islands  and  accretions  associated  with  the 
ri\er  or  lake 'reservoir. 

15.  This  tract  contains  navigable  river  beds.  No  surface  occupancy  is  allowed  within  the  bed  of  the 
navigable  river,  abandoned  channels,  or  on  islands  and  accretions.  In  additional,  upon  completion  of  a 
successful  well,  where  river  title  is  disputed,  the  lessee  will  file  an  interpleader  action  under  Rule  22, 
M.R.Civ.P.  in  the  Montana  District  Court  in  which  the  leased  lands  are  located  for  all  acreage  within  the 
lease  in  which  the  title  is  disputed.  The  lessee  shall  name  all  potential  royalty  claimants  as  defendants. 

16.  Coal  on  part  or  all  of  this  tract  is  owned  by  the  United  States.  Ownership  of  coalbed  gas  in  Federal 
reserved  coal  is  disputed. 

1 7.  No  surface  occupancy  of  cemetery  or  grave  sites  is  permitted  without  written  approval  of  TLMD. 

18.  No  surface  occupancy  of  radio  tower  sites  or  related  facilities  is  permitted  without  written  approval  of 
TLMD. 

19.  This  tract  has  an  existing  well  and  related  facilities.  The  lessee  has  45  days  from  the  effective  date  of 
this  lease  to  determine  whether  or  not  to  assume  responsibility  for  the  well  and  any  existing  facilities. 
The  lessee  may  not  enter  the  well  until  a  change  of  operator  has  been  filed  with,  and  approved  by,  the 
Board  of  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation. 

20.  This  lease  includes  areas  that  may  be  environmentally  sensitive.  Therefore,  if  the  lessee  intends  to 
conduct  any  activities  on  the  lease  premises,  the  lessee  shall  submit  to  TLMD  one  copy  of  an  Operating 
Plan  or  Amendment  to  an  existing  Operating  Plan,  describing  in  detail  the  proposed  activities.  No 
activities  shall  occur  on  the  tract  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendments  have  been  approved  in  writing 
by  the  Director  of  the  Department.  TLMD  shall  review  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  and  notify 
the  lessee  if  the  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  or  disapproved. 

After  an  opportunity  for  an  informal  hearing  with  the  lessee,  surface  activity  may  be  denied  or  restricted 
on  all  or  portions  of  any  tract  if  the  Director  determines  in  writing  that  the  proposed  surface  activity  will 
be  detrimental  to  tnist  resources  and  therefore  not  in  the  best  interests  of  the  trust. 

21 .  This  lease  is  located  near  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  and  includes  areas  that  are  environmentally 
sensitive.  Therefore,  except  as  otherwise  provided  below,  the  lessee  shall  not  conduct  any  surface 
operations  on  the  lease  premises.  If  the  lessee  determines  that  surfiice  operation  on  the  lease  premises 
may  be  required,  the  lessee  shall  submit  a  proposed  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  to  an  existing 
Operating  Plan  to  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  describing  in  detail  the  proposed  operations. 
No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on  the  lease  premises  unless  and  until  the  Operating  Plan  or 
Amendment  is  approved  by  the  Board.  In  determining  whether  to  approve  the  proposed  Operating  Plan 
or  Amendment,  the  following  provisions  shall  apply: 


STIPULATIONS 

(1)  If  the  lessee  proposes  an  activity  that  does  not  entail  any  significant  surface  disturbance,  the  Board 
may  approve  the  same  after  completion  of  the  appropriate  environmental  review  in  accordance  with  the 
Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  (MEPA)  and  an  opportunity  for  public  comment  on  the  proposed 
activity  has  been  pro\  ided. 

(2)  Before  the  Board  approves  any  proposed  activity  on  the  lease  premises  that  entails  significant  surface 
disturbance,  an  environmental  impact  statement  (HIS)  shall  be  completed  in  accordance  with  MEPA. 
The  EIS  shall  analyze  the  potential  impacts  of  alternative  and  future  potential  levels  of  oil  &  gas 
development  and  extraction  on  an  ecosystem  scale  as  the  ecosystem  is  defined  by  the  "Limits  of 
Acceptable  Change  --  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness  Complex"  adopted  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  &  Parks  in  December  1991.  The  analysis  shall  consider  all  relevant  information,  which  may 
include,  but  is  not  limited  to,  existing  environmental  reviews  and  management  plans.  Public 
involvement  in  the  environmental  review  process  shall  be  actively  solicited  by  the  preparer  of  the 
environmental  review  document  and  shall  include,  at  minimum,  adequately  noticed  public  meetings  in  at 
least  three  communities  including  Great  Falls  and  Helena. 

(3)  The  proposed  surface  activity  shall  adhere  to  the  "Interagency  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  Wildlife 
Monitoring/Evaluation  Program,  Management  Guidelines  for  Selected  Species"  adopted  by  the  Montana 
Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  in  September  1987,  or  any  successor  guidelines  thereto. 

(4)  The  Board  may  refuse  to  approve  any  proposed  surface  operations  if  it  determines  that  they  do  not 
constitute  the  best  use  of  trust  resources  or  are  not  in  the  best  interest  of  the  State  of  Montana. 
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APPENDIX  B:   Example  Stipulations  for  Oil  and  Gas  Leasing. 


Stipulations  marked  with  {*)  are  placed  on  all  leases. 


^ 


I 


I 


Not-.i  f  ication 

A-1.   Lessee  shall  notify  and  obtain  approval  from  the  Department's  Trust  Land 
Management  Division  (TLMD)  prior  to  constructing  well  pads,  roads,  power 
lines,  and  related  facilities  that  may  require  surface  disturbance  on 
the  tract.   Lessee  shall  comply  with  any  mitigation  measures  stipulated 
in  TLMD ' s  approval. 

*A-2.  Prior  to  the  drilling  of  any  well,  lessee  shall  send  one  copy  of  the 
well  prognosis,  including  Form  22  "Application  for  Permit"  to  the 
Department's  Trust  Land  Management  Division  (TLMD).   After  a  well  is 
drilled  and  completed,  lessee  shall  send  one  copy  of  all  logs  run.  Form 
4A  "Completion  Report",  and  geologic  report  to  TLMD.   A  copy  of  Form  2 
"Sundry  Notice  and  Report  of  Wells"  or  other  appropriate  Board  of  Oil 
and  Gas  Conservation  form  shall  be  sent  to  TLMD  whenever  any  subsequent 
change  in  well  status  or  operator,  is  intended  or  has  occurred.   Lessee 
shall  also  notify  and  obtain  approval  from  the  TLMD  prior  to  plugging  a 
well  on  the  lease  premises. 

Cultural 

*B.    The  TLMD  will  complete  an  initial  review  for  cultural  resources  and, 
where  applicable,  paleontological  resources  of  the  area  intended  for 
disturbance  and  may  require  a  resources  inventory.   Based  on  the  results 
of  the  inventory,  the  TLMD  may  restrict  surface  activity  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  significant  resources  located  on  the  lease  premises. 

*C.    The  lessee  shall  be  responsible  for  controlling  any  noxious  weeds 

introduced  by  Lessee~s  activity  on  State-owned  land  and  shall  prevent  or 
eradicate  the  spread  of  those  noxious  weeds  onto  land  adjoining  the 
lease  premises. 

Royalty  Calculation 

*D.    The  definitions  of  "oil"  and  "gas"  provided  in  82-1-111,  MCA,  do  not 
apply  to  this  lease  for  royalty  calculation  purposes. 

CRP  Land  and  Damages 

E.    The  lessee  is  responsible  to  pay  for  all  damages,  including  penalties 
and  charges  assessed  by  the  USDA-CFSA  on  CRP  lands,  as  a  result  of 
drilling  and  production  on  the  tract.   All  damages  will  be  assessed  by 
and  paid  directly  to  the  TLMD. 

Sensitive  Areas 

F-1.   This  lease  includes  areas  that  may  be  environmentally  sensitive. 

Therefore,  if  the  lessee  intends  to  conduct  any  activities  on  the  lease 
premises,  the  lessee  shall  submit  to  TLMD  one  copy  of  an  Operating  Plan 
or  Amendment  to  an  existing  Operating  Plan,  describing  in  detail  the 
proposed  activities.   No  activities  shall  occur  on  the  tract  until  the 
Operating  Plan  or  Amendments  have  been  approved  in  writing  by  the 
Director  of  the  Department.   TLMD  shall  review  the  Operating  Plan  or 
Amendment  and  notify  the  lessee  if  the  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  or 
disapproved . 

After  an  opportunity  for  an  informal  hearing  with  the  lessee,  surface 
activity  may  be  denied  or  restricted  on  all  or  portions  of  any  tract  if 


I 


F-2. 


the  Director  determines  in  writing  that  the  proposed  surface  activity 
will  be  detrimental  to  trust  resources  and  therefore  not  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  trust . 


This  lease  is  located  near  the 
that  are  environmentally  sensi 
provided  below,  the  lessee  sha 
the  lease  premises.  If  the  le 
the  lease  premises  may  be  requ 
Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  to 
Board  of  Land  Commissioners  de 
operations.  No  surface  activi 
unless  and  until  the  Operating 
Board.  In  determining  whether 
Amendment,  the  following  provi 


Rocky  Mountain  Front  and  includes  areas 
tive.   Therefore,  except  as  otherwise 
11  not  conduct  any  surface  operations  on 
ssee  determines  that  surface  operation  on 
ired,  the  lessee  shall  submit  a  proposed 

an  existing  Operating  Plan  to  the  State 
scribing  in  detail  the  proposed 
ties  shall  occur  on  the  lease  premises 

Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  by  the 

to  approve  the  proposed  Operating  Plan  or 
sions  shall  apply: 


1)  If  the  lessee  proposes  an  activity  that  does  not  entail  any 
significant  surface  disturbance,  the  Board  may  approve  the  same  after 
completion  of  the  appropriate  environmental  review  in  accordance  with 
the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  (MEPA)  and  an  opportunity  for 
public  comment  on  the  proposed  activity  has  been  provided. 


2)  Before  the 
that  entails 
statement  (EI 
shall  analyze 
levels  of  oil 
as  the  ecosys 
Marshall  Wild 
Wildlife  &  Pa 
relevant  info 
environmental 
environmental 
of  the  enviro 
adequately  no 
including  Gre 


Board  approves  any  proposed  activity  on  the  lease  premises 
a  significant  surface  disturbance,  an  environmental  impact 
S)  shall  be  completed  in  accordance  with  MEPA.   The  EIS 
the  potential  impacts  of  alternative  and  future  potential 
and  gas  development  and  extraction  on  an  ecosystem  scale 
tern  is  defined  by  the  "Limits  of  Acceptable  Change- -Bob 
erness  Complex"  adopted  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish, 
rks  in  December  1991.   The  analysis  shall  consider  all 
rmation,  which  may  include,  but  is  not  limited  to,  existing 
reviews  and  management  plans.   Public  involvement  in  the 
review  process  shall  be  actively  solicited  by  the  preparer 
nmental  review  document  and  shall  include,  at  minimum, 
ticed  public  meetings  in  at  least  three  communities 
at  Falls  and  Helena. 


3)  The  proposed  surface  activity  shall  adhere  to  the  "Interagency  Rocky 
Mountain  Front,  Wildlife  Monitoring/Evaluation  Program,  Management 
Guidelines  for  Selected  Species"  adopted  by  the  Montana  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks  in  September  1987,  or  any  successor  guidelines 
thereto. 

4)  The  Board  may  refuse  to  approve  any  proposed  surface  operations  if  it 
determines  that  they  do  not  constitute  the  best  use  of  trust  resources 
or  are  not  in  the  best  interest  of  the  State  of  Montana. 


Navigable  Rivers 


G.     This  tract  contains  navigable  river  beds.   No  surface  occupancy  is 

allowed  within  the  bed  of  the  navigable  river,  abandoned  channels,  or  on 
islands  and  accretions.   In  addition,  upon  completion  of  a  successful 
well,  where  river  title  is  disputed,  the  lessee  will  file  an 
interpleader  action  under  Rule  22,  M.R.Civ.P.  in  the  Montana  District 
Court  in  which  the  leased  lands  are  located  for  all  acreage  within  the 
lease  in  which  the  title  is  disputed.   The  lessee  shall  name  all 
potential  royalty  claimants  as  defendants. 


Surface  not  State  Owned 

H.     Lessee  must  contact  the  owner  of  the  surface  in  writing  at  least  30  days 
prior  to  any  surface  activity.   A  copy  of  the  correspondence  shall  be 
sent  to  TLMD. 

No  Surface  Occupancy 

I.     No  surface  occupancy  shall  be  allowed  on  this  tract  unless  otherwise 
approved  in  writing  by  the  Director  of  DNRC. 

J.     No  surface  occupancy  shall  be  allowed  on  any  portion  of  this  tract  which 
is  indicated  as  right-of-way  on  the  official  highway  plans  on  file  at 
the  Department  of  Transportation  in  Helena,  Montana  without  prior 
written  approval  from  TLMD. 

Existing  Production  Restrictions 

K.     Lessee  will  need  to  make  settlement  for  the  value  of  the  equipment  with 
previous  lessee.   A  copy  of  this  settlement  will  be  sent  to  the  TLMD  for 
their  records. 

Existing  Facilities 

L.     This  tract  has  an  existing  well  and  related  facilities.   The  lessee  has 
45  days  from  the  effective  date  of  this  lease  to  determine  whether  or 
not  to  assume  responsibility  for  the  well  and  any  existing  facilities. 
The  lessee  may  not  enter  the  well  until  a  change  of  operator  has  been 
filed  with,  and  approved  by,  the  Board  of  Oil  and  Gas  Conservation. 

Drainage  Occurring 

M.     It  is  the  opinion  of  the  TLMD  that  drainage  is  occurring  on  the  land 
described  in  this  lease  and  that  if  a  well  is  not  drilled  within  two 
years  after  this  lease  is  issued  the  department  will  consider 
cancellation  of  the  lease  for  failure  to  drill  an  offset  well. 

Forested  Tracts  -  Timber 

N.     Prior  to  the  cutting  or  removal  of  timber  on  these  tracts  for 

exploration  or  development  related  activities,  the  lessee  shall  acquire 
the  approval  of  the  appropriate  TLMD  area  office. 

Wildlife  Restrictions 

O.     To  protect  wildlife  during  periods  important  to  their  survival,  surface 
occupancy  or  other  activity  shall  be  restricted  from  March  15  through 
July  15  of  each  year  unless  otherwise  authorized  in  writing  by  the  TLMD. 

P.     Potential  wildlife  conflicts  have  been  identified  for  this  tract.   The 

TLMD  will  contact  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife,  and  Parks  or 
U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  office  in  the  area  for  advice  on 
alleviating  any  possible  conflicts  caused  by  lessee's  proposed 
activities.   Additional  mitigation  measures  may  be  required. 

Q.     Wildlife  species  of  concern  have  been  identified  on  or  near  this  tract. 
A  survey  in  areas  of  proposed  activity  may  be  required  prior  to 
disturbance.   Identified  species  will  be  avoided,  unless  otherwise 
authorized  by  the  TLMD.   Additional  mitigation  measures  may  also  be 
required . 
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Miscpnaneous  Restrictions 

R.    Any  activity  within  1/8  mile  of  the  river  or  lake/reservoir  on  or 

adjacent  to  this  tract  must  be  approved  in  writing  by  the  TLMD  prior  to 
commencement.   No  surface  occupancy  is  allowed  within  the  bed  of  the 
river,  abandoned  channels,  the  bed  of  the  lake/reservoir,  or  on  islands 
and  accretions  associated  with  the  river  or  lake/reservoir. 

S.     No  activity  shall  be  allowed  within  100  feet  of  any  perennial  or 
seasonal  stream,  pond,  lake,  prairie  pothole,  wetland,  spring, 
reservoir,  well,  or  irrigation  ditch,  canal,  or  related  facilities 
without  prior  approval  of  the  TLMD. 

T.     Due  to  unstable  soil  conditions  on  this  tract  and/or  steep  topography, 
surface  use  may  be  restricted.   Seismic  activity  may  be  restricted  to 
poltershots  . 

U.     Due  to  existing  surface  uses  (center  pivots,  wheel  lines)  development  on 
this  tract  may  be  restricted. 

V.     Plant  species  of  concern  have  been  identified  on  or  near  this  tract.   A 
vegetation  survey  in  areas  of  proposed  activity  will  be  required  prior 
to  disturbance.   Identified  rare  plant  species  will  be  avoided,  unless 
otherwise  authorized  by  the  TLMD. 

W.     A  critical  weed  problem  exists  on  this  tract.   Additional  mitigation 
measures  will  be  required  to  prevent  further  spread  of  noxious  weeds. 
The  department  may  require  such  measures  as  power  washing  of  vehicles, 
car  pooling,  timing  restrictions  for  seismic,  etc.  to  facilitate  this 
prevention . 

X.     This  tract  contains  biological  weed-control  sites  which  must  be  avoided 
unless  otherwise  authorized  by  TLMD. 

Y.     No  surface  occupancy  of  cemetery  sites  is  permitted  without  written 
approval  of  TLMD. 

Z.  Wooded  areas  on  this  tract  will  be  avoided  unless  otherwise  authorized 
by  the  TLMD. 

AA.    No  surface  occupancy  of  the  school  area  and/or  related  facilities  is 
permitted  without  written  approval  of  TLMD. 

BB.    Coal  on  part  or  all  of  this  tract  is  owned  by  the  United  States. 
Ownership  of  coalbed  gas  in  Federal  reserved  coal  is  disputed. 

CC.  This  lease  is  issued  subject  to  a  prior  existing  State  of  Montana  coal 
lease.  Lessee's  right  to  search,  develop,  and  produce  oil  and  gas  may 
be  restricted  by  such  prior  existing  lease  rights. 

DD.    A  gas  storage  unit  exists  on  this  tract.   TLMD  will  solicit  comments 

from  gas  storage  operator  (if  other  than  lessee)  if  drilling  through  the 
gas  storage  reservoir  is  proposed,  and  TLMD  may  include  reasonable 
protective  stipulations  in  approving  Lessee's  operating  plan.   As  part 
of  its  regulatory  review,  the  BOGC  may  also  require  protective  measures 
to  ensure  no  impact  to  the  gas  storage  reservoir. 

EE.    No  surface  occupancy  of  radio  tower  sites  or  related  facilities  is 
permitted  without  written  approval  of  TLMD. 
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APPENDIX  C:   Agency  Comments  Received  Before  Deadline 
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April  23,  1999 

TO:  Pat  Graham 

FROM:  Mike  Aderhold 

SUBJECT:       East  Front/DNRC  Gas  Leasing/June  2,  1999  Sale 

R4  has  reviewed  the  March  25,  1999  DNRC  listing  for  the  June  2,  1999  State  of  Montana  Oil 
and  Gas  Lease  Sale.  The  total  submitted  was  for  1 30  tracts  in  9  counties,  5 1 ,3 1 1 .48  acres. 


In  this  round  we  are  primarily  concerned  with  tracts  in  three  locations  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County 
that  we  consider  part  of  the  East  Front  and  very  important  for  wildlife.  These  tracts  total 
2,570.62  acres  or  about  5%  of  the  second  quarter  listing. 

SUN  RJVER  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREA  (WMA)  />^  ^/T)/- 

The  first  and  most  critical  area  involves  8  tracts  in  8  different  sections,  totalling  1,490.62  acres     ^  />   ''^ 

within  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  Sun  River  WMA  (Tracts:  5094,  5095,  5105,  5106,  5096,  "^,      ^c^ 


5097,  5098  and  5099).  ~^  ^"g 

As  you  know,  our  agency  has  a  long  and  involved  history  with  the  Sun  River  WMA.  Our 
acquisitions  go  back  52  years  to  1947  when  Director  A.  A.  O'Claire  raised  $10,000  earnest 
money  for  the  Brusgard  Ranch.  That  action  was  preceded  by  a  46-year  agency  effort  to  restore 
wildlife  native  to  the  Northern  Continental  Divide  Ecosystem.  This  struggle  was  detailed  by 
Harold  and  Irene  Picton  in  their  1975  book,  "Sage  of  the  Sun". 

Nine  other  FWP  directors  (including  yourself)  and  two  federal  agencies  have  signed  off  on  20     ' 
other  easements,  leases,  purchases  and  other  land  armagements  bring  the  Sun  River  WMA  to  an 
effective  40,785.68  acres. 

Most  of  the  Federal  mineral  estate  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  was  either  withdrawn  or  sold  to  our 
agency  in  the  1950's  and  1960's.  In  a  1960  Memorandum  of  Agreement,  signed  by  Director  Walt 
Everin  and  representatives  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  and  (today's)  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  we  have  the  following  language  pertinent  to  this  issue: 
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'This  game  range  was  acquired  and  developed  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish  and 
Game  under  the  Federal  Aid  in  Wildlife  Restoration  Act  (50  Stat.  91 7,  as  amended).    The 
public  lands  were  withdrawn  by  Public  Land  Order  766  of  November  23.  1951.  and  were 
made  available  for  the  use  and  control  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  by 
a  Cooperative  Agreement  effective  May  19,  1952  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Coordination  Act  (60  Stat.  1080  USC  661 -666c).  " 

'Over  and  above  these  public  lands,  there  are  mineral  reservations  on  patented  lands  as 
follows:  3,630.99  acres  of  patented  land  on  which  coal  and  other  minerals  were  reserved 
to  the  United  States  under  the  Act  of  December  29,  1916  (39  Stat.  862)  and  3, 176.17 
acres  of  patented  lands  on  which  oil  and  gas  only  has  been  reser\>ed  to  the  United  States 
under  the  Act  of  July  1 7,  1914  (38  Stat.  509).   The  majority  of  the  patented  lands  involved 
in  these  reservations  have  been  acquired  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Fish  and  Game.  " 

'The  Sun  River  Winter  Elk  Range  is  one  of  the  outstanding  elk  winter  ranges  in  the  west 
...  It  provides  annual  winter  range  for  about  2. 000  head  of  elk  that  summer  on  the 
adjacent  National  forest  lands.  " 

'Migration  routes  between  summer  and  winter  range  are  well  defined.    Through  fencing 
and  herding  this  winter  elk  herd  is,  for  the  most  part,  confined  to  the  subject  lands  and 
serious  depredations  on  adjacent  private  lands  have  been  reduced  to  near 
insignificance.  " 

'Due  to  the  isolation  of  the  summer  range,  this  elk  herd  is  veiy  wild  and,  therefore, 
particularly  susceptible  to  disturbances.   Through  experience  it  has  been  found  that  any 
abnormal  activity  stampedes  the  elk  to  surrounding  private  lands  and  serious 
depredations  result.   Return  to  the  higher  timbered  areas  during  the  winter  is  impossible 
due  to  heavy  snowpacks.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  control  nonessential  access, 
including  photographers  and  Iom  flying  aircraft  to  prevent  disturbance.  " 

'Due  to  the  very  serious  consequences  of  any  material  disturbances  of  this  elk  herd  on 
their  range  during  the  winter  months,  it  is  felt  that  oil  and/or  gas  development  operations 
could  not  be  permitted.  " 

'Due  to  the  National  significance  of  this  elk  range,  the  Montana  State  Land  Board  has 
resolved  that  no  oil  and  gas  leasing  will  be  permitted  on  State  lands  within  the  Sun  River 
Game  Range  now  under  lease  to  the  Department  of  Fish  and  Game.  " 

"It  is  the  conclusion  of  the  examiners  that  oil  and  gas  exploration,  development,  and 
subsequent  operational  activities  would  not  he  compatible  with  the  dedicated  use  of  this 
area.   It  is  the  recommendation  of  the  examiners  that  all  of  the  public  lands  and  the 
private  lands  impressed  with  mineral  reservations  in  T21N.  R8W,  M.P.M.  be  excluded 
from  oil  and  gas  leasing.  " 


Unfortunately,  other  Land  Boards  saw  fit  to  lease  the  State  tracts  for  oil  and  gas  in  197S  and 
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again  in  1988  and  1989.  Luckily,  the  leases  were  never  developed. 

Today  1  still  agree  with  the  language  of  the  1960  Memorandum.  There  is  simply  no  advantage  to 
wildlife,  wildlife  habitat,  or  our  ongoing  effort  to  hold  the  East  Front  together  in  the  submitted 
proposal.  There  is  considerable  peril  if  the  sites  are  roaded  or  otherwise  developed. 

At  an  April  16,  1999  meeting,  which  you  set  up  with  DNRC  Director  Bud  Clinch  and  Trust  Land 
Management  Division  Administrator  Jeff  Hagener,  four  options  were  discussed: 

1.  Exchange. 

2.  Decision  to  withdraw. 

3.  Leasing  with  stipulations. 

4.  FWP  leasing. 

DNRC  said  they  would  research  the  pros  and  cons  of  each  option.  At  the  time  we  felt  that  f^2  or 
#4  would  be  best  in  the  short  term  and  give  us  time  (both  DNRC  and  FWP)  to  work  on  a  long- 
term  arrangement  involving  #1  or  a  20-40  year  arrangement  involving  #4. 

I  recommend  we  do  whatever  is  necessary  to  protect  the  long  temi  integrity  of  this  game  range 
and  remove  the  periodic  threat  of  further  roading  or  development  of  these  lands  that  comes  with 
leasing 

LF  RANCH  TRACTS  •  ho  '"^  A     ,  %^  I  , 

^  I.     ^  \^\ 
Six  tracts  totalling  800  acres  in  the  vicinity  of  the  LF  Ranch  Headquarters  southwest  of  Nilan    ^"j.       '""/tf^ 
Reser\'oir  (Tracts:  5081,  5103,  5082,  5083,  5107,  5093)  are  an  integral  part  of  the  East  Front  and 
only  16  miles  from  the  Continental  Divide.  They  are  part  of  a  well-run  ranch  owned  by  a 
conservationist.  At  a  minimum  they  deser\'e  the  "F2"  provisions  that  were  developed  for 
sensitive  East  Front  tracts  in  the  last  two  quarterly  sales. 

These  are  among  the  tracts  that  we  would  like  to  develop  an  overall  strategy  for  protecting  in  the 
long  term. 

BEAN  LAKE  SECTIONS  ^.   v,    '^  /     Vf^ 

There  are  two  640  acre  tracts  in  Township  1 8  North,  Range  7  West  (Tracts:  5072  and  5073)  that  ''<«  «^/  "7 
are  part  of  impressive  natural  shortgrass  prairie  that  is  associated  with  the  Northern  Continental  '  J  '^ 
Divide  Ecosystem.  Both  these  sections  are  within  14  miles  of  the  Continental  Divide. 

Grasslands  like  this  are  becoming  endangered  habitats  in  Colorado  and  rapidly  disappearing  in 
Montana.  These  two  sections  have  unusual  scenic  value  and  additional  roads  in  this  area  would 
compromise  these  values. 

Again,  as  a  minimum,  I  would  recommend  the  F-2  stipulations. 
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The  April  16,  1999  meeting  was  a  good  first  step  in  the  right  direction.   I  think  both  agencies, 
working  for  Education  and  Wildlife,  think  they  are  doing  the  work  of  the  Lord.  We  are 
follow  ing  our  charters,  rules  and  regulations  and  believe  we  are  all  doing  the  right  thing,  but  in 
leasing  for  development  in  places  like  the  Sun  River  WMA  we  are  setting  the  stage  for  a  wreck. 

Our  troops  (FWP  and  DNRC)  are  looking  for  some  better  direction.  The  public  and  press  are 
expecting  more  information  and  an  opportunity  to  comment.  I  think  we  have  to  back  off  from 
what  is  right  in  front  of  us,  and  look  at  the  overall  leasing  program  and  consider  just  how  we  are 
going  to  express  the  state's  land  ethic  in  the  next  ten  years. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES 
AND  CONSERVATION 

TRUST  LAND  MANAGEMENT  DIVISION 

MARC  RACICOT,  GO\'ERNOR 


1625  ELEVENTH  AVENUE 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


DIRECTORS  OFFICE  (406)  444-207-1 
TELEFAX  NUMBER  (406)  444-2684 


PO  BOX  201601 
HELENA,  MONTANA  59620-1601 


March  25,  1999 


MFMORANDIiM 


TO:      Patrick  Rennie,  Archaeologist,  Ag.  &  Grazing  Management  Bureau 

FROM:  Teresa  Kinley,  HydrologisL'Geologist,  Minerals  Management  Bureau       '^\/£x^<itrr- y^     /A 

RE:     June  2,  1999  Stale  of  Montana  Oil  an(i  Gas  Lease  Sale 


Please  review  the  attached  list  of  tracts  for  the  upcoming  oil  and  gas  lease  sale  for  cultural 
areas  of  concern.  Prior  to  leasing,  the  Department  complete  an  environmental  assessment  of  the 
properties.  One  of  the  purposes  of  this  assessment  is  to  mitigate  potential  cultural  concerns  that 
could  be  affected  by  oil  and  gas  exploration  by  adding  stipulations  to  the  leases.  As  usual  the 
standard  cultural  stipulation  will  be  placed  on  all  tracts. 

Let  me  know  if  there  are  any  concerns  which  may  require  other  stipulations  on  the  leases. 
If  \ou  ha\e  any  questions,  please  ask  me  or  Monte  Mason.  Please  return  \our  comments  by 
April  23,  1999. 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 


Attachment 


^c 


^-jlcj 


^  I      Oil   r    6^a,     /^^3.     S.Je. 


i 
i 
n 

v 


i 


To  Teresa  Kinley,  Hydrologist/Geologist 
From  Barny  Smith,  Lewistown  Unit  Manager 

RE:  June  2,1999  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale  ''■^^•?>  '"^ 

Lewistown  Unit  Tracts  (Feruus  County)  ,.         ■•'■  • 

Teresa,  "W 

The  following  is  the  information  that  you  requested: 

Tract  tf5055-Gallatin  Rapids-Sec.7.  T22N.  RISE.  SW1/4NW1/4.  NE1/4SW1/4.  N1/2SE1/4 
(The  state  does  not  own  the  SW1/4NW1/4,  but  does  own  the  SW1/4NE1/4). 

State  Surface  Lease  #437. 

This  tract  contains  160  acres  of  classified  grazing  land.  No  cultural  resources  are  present. 
It  has  V2  open  bench  land,  V2  breaks  country  with  1 0%  to  30%  ponderosa  pine  cover^not 
marketable.  This  area  is  used  by  mule  deer  and  occasionally  big  horn  sheep.  The  soils  are  silty 
to  shallow  with  clay.   Tkc  a  u.-:J  Uy.KJect  ^^^^s^  ^/Vr-/^  /^/v^ /-^^/-/(^   ^f^J  ccj^f^<  /  /HT  OFu/P  sf.y>'</^f^o^_ 

Tract  #5056-Gallatin  Rapids  Sec.8.  T22N.  RISE.  SE1/4NW1/4.  N1/2SW1/4.  SW1/4SW1/4. 

NW1/4SE1/4 

State  Surface  Lease  #437  =  N1/2SW1/4,  SW1/4SWI/4,  NW1/4SE1/4 
State  Surface  Lease  #10249  =  SE1/4NW1/4 

This  tract  contains  200  acres  of  classified  grazing  land.  No  cultural  resources  are  present. 
It  has  ''4  open  bench  area  and  '/4  steep  timbered  coulees  with  10%  ponderosa  pine  cover,  not 
marketable    This  area  is  used  by  mule  deer  and  occasionally  big  horn  sheep.  The  soils  are  silty 
to  shallow  with  clay.  Whisky  Ridge  County  Road  and  a  telephone  cable  bisect  the  SE1/4NW1/4 

&  NW1/4SE1/4.       TAe    a^.':cl  i^o<.'JeJ  area  ■L,     ^ /^^^^   Aj/>e^'/'-y^^  •^/     ^r^^/  Co^i-c^c^   AlTQf^^ 

Tract  #5057-Gallatin  Rapids  Sec.9.  T22N.  RISE.  SW1//4SW1/4 

State  Surface  Lease  #4986 

This  tract  contains  40  acres  of  classified  grazing  land.  No  cultural  resources  are  present. 
There  is  no  timber  resource.  The  soils  are  shallow  with  clay.  There  is  a  water  well  located  in  the 
NE1/4SE1/4SW1/4SW1/4  with  an  electric  powerline  running  to  it.  The  well  serves  a  private 
homesite  NE  of  the  tract.  Mule  deer  utilize  this  area.     7>r    -5 //-.-^/^^  i^ell,  efc.  ^<.,  f/^er  "^  ^,'/"^' f'^ '^'<^n 

Tract  #5058-Gallatin  Rapids/Taffy  Ridge  Sec.  1 1.  T22N.  RISE.  N1/2SE1/4 

State  Surface  Lease#100-'>7 

This  tract  contains  80  acres  of  classified  grazing  land.  There  are  no  cultural  resources 
present    The  soils  are  shallow  with  clay    It  has  steep  coulees  with  10%  to  30%  ponderosa  pine 
canopy  cover.   There  is  no  marketable  timber.   A  powerline,  telephone  cable  and  Whisky  Ridge 
County  Road  follow  along  the  south  boundary  line.   This  area  is  used  by  mule  deer  and 
occasionally  by  big  horn  sheep.      7-^  ^    ^  ^^,  ,y  ^ ^,   (J  ^,,^^ ^^    ,^e  e^  -fc/^c><r/ r.^^^   ^- ^ 
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Tract  #5059-Gallatin  Rapids/Taffy  Ridee  Sec  14.  T22N.  R18E.  SE1/4NE1/4.  NE1/4SE1/4 

State  Surface  Lease#  10057 

This  tract  contains  80  acres  of  classified  grazing  land.  There  are  no  cultural  resources 
present.  It  has  shallow  with  clay  soils.  There  are  steep  coulees  with  10%  ppnderosa  pine  canopy 
cover    There  is  no  marketable  timber    Mule  deer  and  big  horn  sheep  occasionally  use  this  area. 
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APR  i  'i  iSBJ 


Rural  Route  1   4210 
Glasgow,  MT  59230 
ApnlS,  1999 


Theresa  Kinley  ,  Hydrologist 
Minerals  Management  Bureau 
Lands  Division 
1 625  Eleventh  Avenue 
Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  Theresa: 


Tker^    Are   no    /r.cf-V^' 

-^u.e    i,  I'^'f'^    /^^    ^'''    ^'"^  ^''    '''^''''   ^"^""^ 


My  comments  pertain  to  the  June  2,  1999  oil  and  gas  lease  sale  stated  in  your  March  26, 
1999  electronic  mail  letter.  My  comments  are  pertinent  to  those  sites  located  in  Montana 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  Administrative  Region  6  including  Blaine  and  Hill  counties. 

Generally,  I  recommend  no  surface  occupancy  or  other  activity  be  allowed  on  any  of  the 
sites  during  the  March  1  through  July  1  period.  This  will  help  protect  breeding  and 
nesting  upland  game  birds,  and  fawning  and  early  rearing  big  game  animals.  If  the 
activity  is  to  take  place  exclusively  on  cropland  that  is  currently  under  cultivation,  the 
recommendations  do  not  apply. 

I  suggest  that  we  apply  these  recommendations  to  all  oil  and  gas  lease  sale  tracts  in 
Region  6  in  the  future.  That  would  save  you  and  I  a  lot  of  time  and  repetitive  paperwork. 
Please  let  me  know  what  you  think  of  this  idea. 

Thanks  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment. 

Sincerely, 

Harold  J.  Wcntland 
Wildlife  Program  Manager 


C/  Steve  Knapp 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL 
RESOURCES  AND  CONSERVATION 


MARC  RACICOT,  GOVERNOR 


SOUTHERN  LAND  OI  FICE 
AIRPORT  INDUSTRIAL  PARK 


STATE  OF  MONTANA' 


(406)  247-4400 


TO: 

Teresa  Kinley 

FROM: 

Don  Kendall 

SUBJECT: 

June  2,  1 999  O&G  Sale -SLO 

DATE: 

March  26,  1999 

BILLINGS,  MONTANA  59105-1978 


KM  3  0  1999 


Attached  please  find  my  reviews  of  the  "new"  tracts  for  the  June  2  sale 

I  know  of  no  changes  on  those  tracts  previously  reviewed. 

Thanks. 
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April  8.  1999 


MOnTAriA  HATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM 

1515  East  Sixth  Avenue 

Helena,  Montana  59620 

(406)  444-3009 


Teresa  Kinley 

Montana  DNRC,  Trust  Land  Management  Division 

P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena,  Montana  59620-1601 


■^-  C 


Dear  Teresa, 


I  am  writing  in  response  to  your  request  for  information  on  species  of  special  concern  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tracts  nominated  for 
lease  sale.  We  checked  our  databases  for  information  in  these  areas.  We  have  enclosed  the  species  of  concern  reports  for  each 
area  and  1  map  for  each  area  where  these  species  were  found.  The  results  are  summarized  as  follows: 

NUMBER  OF 
SPECIES  FOUND 

3 

2 

0 


0 
1 

15 


COUNTY 

APP#'S 

LOCATION 

Blaine 

5065 

T34NR2IE 

Fergus 

5055-5059 

T22NRI8E 

Hill 

5060 

T34NRI3E 

Hill  &  Liberty 

5013-5053 

T35NR07-08E,  T37NR06-08E, 
T33NR06E,  T34NR06-07E  and  T3 

Hill 

5061-5064 

T36-37NRI4E 

Lewis  &  Clark 

5072-5108 

TI8NR07W,  T19NR06-08W, 
T20NR07-08W  and  T2INR08W 

Musselshell 

5066-5067 

T09-I0NR24E 

Powder  River  & 

5001-5012 

T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05 

Rosebud 

T06SR42E  and  T06SR46E 

Powder  River 

5068-5071 

T09SR46-47E 

Stillwater  & 

5I09-5I31 

T0INRI7-18E,  T01SR15-I8Eand 

Sweet  Grass 

T02SR16-19E 

17 


Please  keep  in  mind  the  following  when  using  and  interpreting  the  enclosed  information  and  maps: 

( 1 )   These  materials  are  the  result  of  a  search  of  our  database  for  species  of  concern  that  occur  in  an  area  defined  by  the 

requested  township  and  range  with  an  additional  one-mile  buffer  surrounding  the  requested  area.  This  is  done  to  provide 
you  with  a  more  inclusive  set  of  records  and  to  capture  records  that  may  be  immediately  adjacent  to  the  requested  area. 


Electronic  access  to  the  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program  is  available  at  URL 
http://nris.state.mt.us/mtnhp/ 
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(2)  In  the  report,  the  term  "precision"  reflects  the  quality  of  the  location  information.  S  (second)  precision  is  used  when  the 
location  of  the  collection/observation  is  known  within  a  three-second  radius  (approximately  10  acres);  M  (minute) 
precision  is  used  when  the  location  of  the  collection  /observation  is  known  within  a  one  minute  radius  (approximately  1.5 
miles);  and  G  (general)  precision  is  used  when  the  location  of  the  recordy'coUcction  is  known  within  a  5  mile  radius  or  to  a 
place  name  only.  Some  species  locations  outside  the  selection  area  have  imprecisely-known  locations  and  may  actually 
occur  within  the  selection  area. 

(3)  Location  information  for  animals  represents  occupied  breeding  habitat;  location  information  for  plants  represents  known 
occurrences  of  plant  species,  and,  like  animals,  has  an  implied  range  that  may  not  be  fully  conveyed  by  the  mapped  data. 
Most  locations  are  depicted  as  points,  but  some,  especially  those  that  cover  large  area,  are  depicted  as  polygons  on  the 
map.  The  approximate  boundaries  of  these  polygons  are  color-coded  to  help  differentiate  vertebrate  classes  and  plants. 

(4)  This  report  may  include  sensitive  data,  and  is  not  intended  for  general  distribution,  publication  or  for  use  outside  of  your 
agency.  In  particular,  public  release  of  specific  location  information  may  jeopardize  the  welfare  of  threatened, 
endangered,  or  sensitive  species  or  communities. 

(5)  The  accompanying  map(s)  display  management  status,  which  may  differ  from  ownership.  Also,  this  report  may  include 
data  fi-om  privately-owned  lands,  and  approval  by  the  landowner  is  advisable  if  specific  location  information  is  considered 
for  distribution.  Features  shown  on  this  map  do  not  imply  public  access  to  any  lands. 

(6)  Additional  biological  data  for  the  search  area(s)  may  be  available  from  other  sources.  We  suggest  you  contact  the  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Serv  ice  for  any  additional  information  on  threatened  and  endangered  species  (406-449-5225).  Also, 
significant  gaps  exist  in  the  Heritage  Program's  fisheries  data,  and  we  suggest  you  contact  the  Montana  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  for  information  related  to  your  area  of  interest  (406-752-5501). 

(7)  The  results  of  a  data  search  by  the  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program  reflect  the  current  status  of  our  data  collection 
efforts.  These  results  are  not  intended  as  a  final  statement  on  sensitive  species  within  a  given  area,  or  as  a  substitute  for 
on-site  surveys,  which  may  be  required  for  environmental  assessments. 

1  hope  the  enclosed  information  is  helpful  to  you.  Please  feel  free  to  contact  me  at  (406)-444-2817  or  via  my  e-mail  address, 
below,  should  you  have  any  questions  or  require  additional  information. 

Sincerely, 

Martin  P.  Miller,  Data  Assistant 
Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
(mmiller@nris. state. mt. us) 


Electronic  access  to  the  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program  is  available  at  URL 
http://nris.state.mt.us/mtnhp/ 


II 
II 

II 

II 

II 

M 

II 
II 


d 


/•■  I 


MOriTAMA  HATURAL  MERITAQE  PROGRAM 

1515  East  Sixth  Avenue 

Helena,  Montana  59620 

(406)  444-3009 
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EXPLANATION  OF  ELEMENT  OCCURRENCE  REPORTS 

Since  1985,  The  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program  (MTNHP)  has  been  compiling  and  maintaining  an 
inventory  of  the  elements  of  biological  diversity  in  Montana.  This  inventory  includes  plant  species, 
animal  species,  plant  communities,  and  other  biological  features  that  are  rare,  endemic,  disjunct, 
threatened,  or  endangered  throughout  their  range  in  Montana,  vulnerable  to  extirpation  from  Montana,  or 
in  need  of  further  research. 


Individual  species,  communities,  or  biological  features  are  referred  to  as  "elements."  An  "element 
occurrence"  (EG)  generally  falls  in  one  of  the  following  categories: 

1.  Plants  -  A  documented  location  of  a  plant  population.  In  some  instances,  adjacent, 
spatially  separated  clusters  are  considered  subpopulations  and  are  grouped  as  one 
occurrence  (eg,  the  subpopulations  occur  in  ecologically  similar  habitats,  and  are  within 
approximately  one  air  mile  of  one  another). 

2.  Animals  With  Limited  Mobility  (most  invertebrates,  amphibians,  reptiles,  small 
mammals,  and  most  fish)  -  The  location  of  a  specimen  collection  or  of  a  verified  sighting; 
assumed  to  represent  a  breeding  population.  Additional  collections  and/or  sightings  are 
appended  to  the  initial  record. 

3  Mobile/Migratory  Animals  (most  birds  and  larger  mammals,  some  fish)  -  Breeding  areas 

(including  nesting  territories,  dens,  and  leks)  and  significant  aggregation  sites  (winter 
feeding  areas,  staging  grounds,  or  hibemacula). 


Communities 
features. 


All  contiguous,  high  quality  habitat  as  defined  by  physical  and  biological 


5.  Other  -  Significant  biological  features  not  included  in  the  above  categories,  such  as  state 

champion  trees,  peatlands,  or  bird  rookeries. 

The  quantity  and  quality  of  data  contained  in  Heritage  reports  is  dependent  on  the  research  and 
observations  of  the  many  individuals  and  organi2:ations  who  contribute  information  to  the  Program. 

Heritage  reports  summarize  information  known  to  the  Program  at  the  time  of  a  request.  They  are 
not  intended  as  a  final  statement  on  the  elements  or  areas  being  considered,  or  as  a  substitute  for 
on-site  surveys  which  may  be  required  for  environmental  assessments. 

♦   ♦   ♦ 

The  nature  Coriservanc>  and  Montana  State  Librar\ 
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Certain  codes  and  abbreviations  are  used  in  element  occurrence  reports     Although  most  of  these  are 
very  straightforward,  the  following  field-by-field  explanation  should  answer  most  questions. 

ScientiFic  name:  Plant  and  animal  scientific  names  consisting  of  genus  and  species,  with  subspecific  or 
varietal  names  if  applicable.  Plant  associations  and  community  types  that  existed  in  the  pre-settlement 
landscape  of  Montana  are  named  using  the  scientific  names  of  dominant  overstory  and  understory 
species. 

Common  name:  Common  name  of  species  or  community,  often  as  given  in  regional  floras  and  field 
guides. 

Global  rank  and  State  rank:  Elements  are  evaluated  and  ranked  by  the  Heritage  Program  on  the  basis 
of  their  global  (range-wide)  status  and  their  state-wide  status.  These  ranks  are  used  to  determine 
protection  and  data  collection  priorities  and  are  revised  as  new  information  becomes  available. 

A  scale  of  1  (critically  imperiled)  to  5  (demonstrably  secure)  is  used  for  these  ranks,  and  each  species  is 
assigned  the  appropriate  combination  of  global  and  state  ranks. 

Example:  common  loon  =  G5  /  S3  (i.e.,  species  is  demonstrably  secure  globally;  in  Montana  is  found 
within  a  restricted  range). 

Global  and  state  ranks  are  assigned  according  to  a  standardized  procedure  used  by  all  Natural  Heritage 
Programs  and  are  defined  below. 

Global/State 
R«nk  Definition  (G  =  Range-wide:  S  =  Montana^ 

Gl    SI  Critically  imperiled  because  of  extreme  rarity  (5  or  fewer  occurrences  or  very  few 

remaining  individuals)  or  because  of  some  factor  of  its  biology  making  it 
especially  vulnerable  to  extinction. 

G2    S2  Imperiled  because  of  rarity  (6  to  20  occurrences)  or  because  of  other  factors 

demonstrably  making  it  very  vulnerable  to  extinction  throughout  its  range. 

G3   S3  Either  very  rare  and  local  throughout  its  range,  or  found  locally  (even  abundantly 

at  some  of  its  locations)  in  a  restricted  range,  or  vulnerable  to  extinction 
throughout  its  range  because  of  other  faaors;  in  the  range  of  21  to  100 
occurrences. 

G4    S4  Apparently  secure,  though  it  may  be  quite  rare  in  parts  of  its  range,  especially  at 

the  periphery. 

G5    S5  Demonstrably  secure,  though  it  may  be  quite  rare  in  parts  of  its  range,  especially 

at  the  periphery. 

GU  SU  Possibly  in  peril,  but  status  uncertain,  more  information  needed. 

GH  SH  Historically  known,  may  be  rediscovered 
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GX    SX  Believed  to  be  extinct,  historical  records  only. 


Other  codes: 


A  Accidental  in  the  state,  including  species  (usually  birds  or  butterflies)  recorded  very 

infrequently,  hundreds  or  thousands  of  miles  outside  their  usual  range, 

B  A  state  rank  modifier  indicating  breeding  status  for  a  migratory  species.  Example: 

S1B,SZN  --  breedmg  occurrences  for  the  species  are  ranked  SI  (critically  imperiled)  in 
the  state,  nonbreeding  occurrences  are  not  ranked  in  the  state. 

E  An  exotic  established  in  the  state;  may  be  native  in  nearby  regions. 

HYB  Element  represents  a  hybrid  of  species. 

N  A  state  rank  modifier  indicating  non-breeding  status  for  a  migratory  species.  Example: 

SIB.SZN  ~  breeding  occurrences  for  the  species  are  ranked  SI  (critically  imperiled)  in 
the  state,  nonbreeding  occurrences  are  not  ranked  in  the  state. 

P  Indicates  the  element  may  potentially  occur  in  the  state. 

Q  Taxonomic  questions  or  problems  involved,  more  information  needed,  appended  to  the 

global  rank. 

R  Reported  in  the  state  but  lacking  documentation  which  would  provide  a  basis  for  either 

accepting  or  rejecting  the  report. 

T  Rank  for  a  subspecific  taxon  (subspecies,  variety,  or  population);  appended  to  the  global 

rank  for  the  full  species. 

Z  Ranking  not  applicable. 


Forest  Service  Status:  The  status  of  species  in  Montana  as  defined  by  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  manual 
(2670.22).  These  taxa  are  listed  as  such  by  the  Regional  Forester  (Northern  Region)  on  Montana 
National  Forests. 

Federal  Status    The  categories  defined  in  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  Notices  of  Review  (1996), 
indicating  the  status  of  a  taxon  with  respect  to  the  federal  Endangered  Species  Act  of  1973: 

E/SA  Treat  as  endangered  because  of  similarity  of  appearance. 

LE  Listed  Endangered. 

LT  Listed  Threatened 

PT  or  PE  Proposed  Threatened  or  Proposed  Endangered 
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CANDIDATE  SufiBcient  information  is  available  regarding  biological  status  and  threats  for  the 

USF&WS  to  propose  listing  the  species  as  endangered  or  threatened.  As  of 
February  28,  1996,  the  USF&WS  no  longer  maintains  lists  of  Category  2  r 
candidate  species.  As  a  result,  the  following  categories,  which  were  previously 
used,  are  no  longer  applicable:  C2,  C2*,  3A,  3B,  and  3C. 

NL  Not  hsted/no  designation.  (See  note  below.) 

Note:  A  species  can  have  more  than  one  federal  designation  if  the  species'  status  varies  within  its 
range.  In  these  instances  the  status  within  Montana  is  listed  first.  Example:  Least  Tern  =  LENL 
(m  Montana  is  Listed  Endangered,  elsewhere  in  its  range  is  not  listed). 

Element  occurrence  code:  Heritage  Program  taxonomic  code  assigned  to  each  element,  along  with  an 
identifier  for  each  occurrence. 

Element  occurrence  type:  Further  definition  of  special  types  of  occurrences,  if  apphcable  (e.g.,  state 
champion  tree,  staging  ground,  winter  feeding  area,  bat  hibemacula). 

Survey  site  name:  Name  of  general  area  where  the  element  is  located;  often  a  geographical  reference. 

EO  rank:  Usually  based  on  recent  field  work  by  a  knowledgeable  individual,  the  EO  rank  summarizes 
an  evaluation  of  the  quahty,  condition,  viability,  and  defensibihty  of  the  element  occurrence. 

A  =  excellent  X  =  extirpated  Blank  =  unknown 

B  =  good  H  =  historical 

C  =  marginal  E  =  extant 

D  =  poor  I  =  introduced 

EO  rank  comments:  Comments  which  justify  the  assigned  EO  rank. 

County:  County  or  counties  containing  the  element  occurrence. 

USGS  quadrangle:  Name  of  the  7.5-minute  USGS  topographic  map(s)  where  element  occurrence  can 
be  located. 

Township,  range  &  section:  Township,  range  and  section  of  the  centroid  of  the  element  occurrence. 
TRS  locators  may  be  based  on  unsurveyed  townships;  in  such  cases,  the  locators  are  derived  fi'om  U.S. 
Forest  Service  visitor  maps  or  fi'om  BLM  surface  management  status  maps.  This  is  done  for 
convenience  in  describing  element  occurrence  locations,  the  information  does  not  necessarily  indicate 
legal  boundaries. 

Township-range  comments:  This  field  lists  additional  areas  not  covered  by  the  township-range  and 
section  fields,  and  specifies  the  location  of  the  element  occurrence  within  a  section.  For  example:  "N2, 
8,  9"  indicates  that  the  EO  is  located  in  the  north  half  (N2)  of  the  section  indicated,  and  extends  into 
sections  8  and  9 
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Precision:   The  degree  of  location  accuracy: 

S  =       Second:  precision  of  location  is  to  within  a  three-second  radius  (approximately  10  acres) 
M  =      Minute:  precision  of  location  is  to  within  a  one-minute  radius  (approximately  1.5  miles) 
G  =       General:  precision  to  within  approximately  5  miles,  or  to  place  name  only. 
U  =      Unmappable  (eg.,  historical  records  with  only  vague  location  data). 

Survey  date:  Date  of  the  most  recent  field  survey. 

First  observation:  The  year  in  which  the  element  was  first  reported  fi-om  this  site.  This  is  the  same  as 
"last  observation"  if  the  EO  is  based  on  only  one  report. 

Last  observation:   Date  at  which  the  element  was  last  observed  extant  at  this  site  (not  necessarily  the 
date  the  site  was  last  visited). 

Elevation:  Elevation,  in  feet,  of  the  element  occurrence  centroid.  This  appears  as  a  range  if  minimum 
and  maximum  elevation  are  known  or  discemable,  and  is  left  blank  if  unknown. 

Slope/aspect:  Steepness  and  compass  direction  of  element  occurrence  site. 

Size:   Size  (in  acres)  of  element  occurrence.  Appears  as  1  if  one  acre  or  less,  0  or  blank  if  unknown. 

Location:  Location  of  (or  directions  to)  element  occurrence. 

Element  occurrence  data:  Information  on  the  element  occurrence,  such  as  numbers,  size,  condition, 
viability,  and  characteristics.  For  plant  communities,  this  includes  (if  available)  information  on  the 
species  present  and  their  percent  cover. 

General  site  description:  A  general  description  of  the  area  where  the  element  occurrence  is  found. 

Land  owner/manager:  The  ownership  or  management  of  the  element  occurrence  location.  Areas  are 
listed  fi-om  the  smallest  designation  to  the  largest. 

Comments:  An  open  field  for  information  which  does  not  fall  into  any  other  category. 

Information  source:  The  best  source  of  additional  information  on  this  element  occurrence. 

Specimens:  Contains  information  on  any  specinien(s)  substantiating  the  record. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

Please  remember  that  this  report  is  a  summary  of  information.  Additional  data  are  available  for 
most  sites  and  species. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

Electronic  access  to  many  Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program  data  sets  is  available 
through  the  Internet  on  the  World  Wide  Web  (e.g.  Mosaic  or  NetScape).  Visit  us  at 
http://nris.mt.gov/mtnhp 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T34NR21E  in  Blaine  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   STERNA  FORSTERI 
Common  Name:   FORSTER'S  TERN 

Global  rank:   G5     Forest  Service  status: 
State  rank:    S2B,SZN  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   ABNNM08090 . 010 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Survey  site  name:   TULE  LAKE 


EO  rank:  /      /^/^s  ^r    /CJ'a 

EO  rank  comments:  ch(">     ^'■'i'    ^^'^'^^     /ar.<r:> 


County:  BLAINE 


r   4  '>^p^-^  A  r^^Ay^  /^^/f,  ^^-./^ 


USGS  quadrangle:   TULE  LAKE  JX  "f"  /  5  'i^ohf     ^2.  T^  3  /h/e'i      /^■^■^ 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments:       -/4''5  T 'ff - 


034N        020E 

24       S 

Precision:   S 

Survey  date: 

First  observation: 

1996-07-11 

Last  observation: 

1996-07-11 

Elevation:   2710 
Slope/aspect : 
Size  (acres) : 

Location: 

FROM  HAVRE,  GO  EAST  ON  HWY  2  CA.  29  MILES  TO  ZURICH.  THEN  GO  NORTH  ON 
GRAVEL  ROAD  CA.  7  MILES.  TULE  LAKE  IS  CA.  0.5  MILES  WEST  OF  THE  ROAD. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  6-10  PAIRS  OR  MORE  WERE  OBSERVED  FEEDING  YOUNG.  AT  LEAST  ONE 
JUVENILE  WAS  SEEN. 

General  site  description: 

SITE  IS  ON  AN  ISLAND  IN  A  PLACE  IN  THE  LAKE  WHERE  THE  OPEN  WATER  IS 
CA.  1-2  METERS  DEEP.  SHALLOWS  PRESENT  AND  MORE  THAN  50%  OF  THE  LAKE 
MARGIN  HAS  EMERGENT  VEGETATION,  SEDGE  AND  RUSH. 

Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 
ELM:  HAVRE  FIELD  STATION 

Comments : 

OBSERVED  BY  P.  HEDRICKS.  ADULTS  WERE  SEEN  CARRYING  FISH  INTO  THE 
VEGETATION  WHERE  ADDITIONAL  YOUNG  WERE  ASSUMED  TO  BE  WAITING. 

Information  source:   ZOOLOGIST,  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  1515 

EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  210800,  HELENA,  MT 
59620-1800.  406/444-3009. 

Specimens : 


April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T34NR21E  in  Blaine  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific  Name:   CHLIDONIAS  NIGER 
Common  Name:   BLACK  TERN 

Global  rank:   G4     Forest  Service  status: 
State  rank:    S3B,SZN  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   ABNNM10020 . 006 

Element  occurrence  type:  ^    a        ft  ^      __        /?  n   i /T 

Survey  site  name:   FIFTEENMILE  LAKE  ,   /    ,   A? /^/^"? 

EO  rank:  ^^^    ,,  J,,,     ^.Z  ^-^^  '^""^^ 


EO  rank  comments : 


County:  BLAINE  6^       ^o>^dS         <i> ^ 


-^. 


^Sc^-/-     //a.  /.  ^  '/^     ^-'/^^      ^' 


USGS  quadrangle:   TULE  LAKE  "X i     (S 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments:       ~tA-^      ^''     • 
034N        021E       18      W2 

Precision:   M 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   2716 

First  observation:  1995-07-02       Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:  1996-07-11       Size  (acres): 

Location: 

9  MILES  NORTH  OF  ZURICH;  POND  ON  FIFTEENMILE  CREEK,  CA.  2  MILES  NORTH 
OF  TULE  LAKE. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

2  PAIR  PRESENT  IN  1996.  30-60  ADULTS  DISPLAYING  WITH  FOOD  AND 
COURTSHIP  in  1995. 

General  site  description: 

POND  WITH  JUNCUS,  BULRUSH,  GRASS,  SEDGES,  POLYGONUM.  ALSO  COMMON  TERN, 
WHITE  PELICAN,  GREAT  BLUE  HERON,  RING-BILLED  GULL,  AND  FRANKLIN'S  GULL 
PRESENT  BUT  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  BREEDING. 

Land  owner/manager: 

BLM:  HAVRE  FIELD  STATION 

Comments : 

OBSERVED  BY  J.  REICHEL. 

Information  source:   REICHEL,  J.  D.  1997.  COLONIAL  NESTING  BIRD  SURVEY 

OF  THE  BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT  LEWISTOWN 
DISTRICT:  1996.  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM, 
HELENA.  IN  PREP. 

Specimens : 
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April  7,  1998 


Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T34NR21E  in  Blaine  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   VULPES  VELOX 
Common  Name:   SWIFT  FOX 

Global  rank:   G3      Forest  Service  status: 
State  rank:    SI  Federal  Status: 


Element  occurrence  code: 
Element  occurrence  type: 


AMAJA03030.001 


Survey  site  name: 

EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments : 

County:  VALLEY 

PHILLIPS 

BLAINE 

HILL 

USGS  quadrangle: 


BORDER  PRAIRIE 


NORTH  CHINOOK  RESERVOIR  NE 

LIGHTHOUSE  HILL 

THOENY 

BLACK  CALF  RESERVOIR 

CROW  CREEK  DAM 

THOENY  HILLS  EAST 

THOENY  HILLS  WEST 

PEA  LAKE 

GUSTIN  COULEE 

MORGAN 

LORING  NW 

SUNNY  SLOPE  SCHOOL 

CHAPMAN  NW 

TURNER  NE 

TURNER  NW 

MOSQUITO  SPRINGS 

HOGELAND  NW 

AUBREY  DAM 

IRVINS  COULEE 

WILD  HORSE  LAKE  EAST 

RICHMOND  RESERVOIR  NE 

CREEDMAN  COULEE  WEST 

RICHMOND  RESERVOIR  NW 

CREEDMAN  COULEE  EAST 

LAKE  THIBADEAU  NE 

NORTH  CHINOOK  RESERVOIR  NW 

LAST  CHANCE  RESERVOIR 

ANTELOPE  PASS 

SNAKE  CREEK  SCHOOL 
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SALSBERY  RESERVOIR 
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LORING 
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Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T34NR21E  in  Blaine  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  LeaseSale  -  June  2,  1999 


HOGELAND 

SILVER  BOW  SPRING 

SILVER  BOW  LAKE 

RICHMOND  RESERVOIR 

HILLDALE  COLONY 

RICHMOND  RESERVOIR  SW 

LAKE  THIBADEAU  SW 

NORTH  CHINOOK  RESERVOIR 

LAKE  THIBADEAU 

MCLAREN  RESERVOIR 

BURNETT  CREEK 

PAPOOSE  HILLS 

GENEVIEVE 

PORCUPINE  COULEE 

FORKS 

TATTNALL 

AUSTIN  LAKE 

AUSTIN  COULEE 

LOVE JOY 

HUBERT  HILL 

EMERICK  BENCH 

DOWN  RESERVOIR  NE 

DOWN  RESERVOIR  NW 

HORNBECK  LAKE 

WAYNE  CREEK  NW 

EAST  BUTTE 

HARLEM  NW 

TULE  LAKE 

RABBIT  HILLS 

HAVRE  NW 

TELESCOPE  COULEE 

HAVRE  NE 

RESERVOIR  COULEE 

BJORNBERG  BRIDGE 

DOUBLE  S  HILL 

COLE 

HEWITT  LAKE 

HEWITT  LAKE  SW 

FANNY  HILL 

GARLAND  CREEK 

HUBERT  HILL  SE 

HUBERT  HILL  SW 

DOWN  RESERVOIR 

DOWN  RESERVOIR  SW 

WAYNE  CREEK  SE 

GRABLE  COULEE 

HARLEM 

FORT  BELKNAP  SIDING 

ZURICH 

CHINOOK 

LOHMAN  SE 

LOHMAN 

ROBINSON  RANCH 

BOWDOIN 

LAKE  BOWDOIN 

MALTA  NE 

MALTA  NW 

DODSON  NE 

DODSON 
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Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T34NR21E  in  Blaine  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


COBURG 

SAVOY 

THREEMILE  RESERVOIR 

FORT  BELKNAP  AGENCY 

BIG  COULEE 

CLEVELAND  NE 

CLEVELAND  NW 

CLANTON  COULEE 

MALTA  EAST 

MALTA  WEST 

WAGNER 

COW  CREEK 

COBURG  SE 

WEIGAND  RESERVOIR 

BIGBY  LAKE 

WILD  HORSE  BUTTE 

FORT  BELKNAP  AGENCY  SE 

NEWHOUSE  RESERVOIR 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 
037N       018E       12 

Precision:   G 

Survey  date:  Elevation: 

First  observation:  1985            Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:  1996             Size  (acres) : 

Location: 

A  VERY  LARGE  AREA  MOSTLY  NORTH  OF  THE  MILK  RIVER  FROM  CHINOOK  TO 
HINSDALE  AND  EXTENDING  TO  CANADA. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

LIMITED  DATA  AVAILABLE;  BUT  PROBABLY  AT  LEAST  4  BREEDING  PAIRS  ARE 
PRESENT.  THE  BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS  OCCURRENCE  ENCOMPASS  ALL  REPORTED 
OBSERVATIONS  LOCATED  WITHIN  20  KM  OF  ONE  ANOTHER.  SPECIFIC  OBSERVATION 
DATA  AVAILABLE  FROM  MTNHP. 

General  site  description: 

ROLLING,  GLACIATED  MIXED-GRASS  PRAIRIE  WITH  LIMITED  SHRUB. 

Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  {INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 
BLM:  LEWISTOWN  FIELD  OFFICE 
FORT  BELKNAP  INDIAN  RESERVATION 

Comments : 

41  OBSERVATIONS  IN  THE  1980S  AND  1990S,  INCLUDING  5  OF  PUPS  OR 
JUVENILES. 

Information  source:   ZOOLOGIST,  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  1515 

EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  210800,  HELENA,  MT 
59620-1800.  406/444-3009. 

Specimens : 
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April  7,  1998 


Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  172NR18E  in  Fergus  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   SCAPHIRHYNCHUS  ALBUS 
Common  Name:   PALLID  STURGEON 

Global  rank:   G1G2      Forest  Service  status:   ENDANGERED 
State  rank:    SI  Federal  Status:   LE 

AFCAA02010.006 


Element  occurrence  code: 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Survey  site  name: 

EO  rank:   CD 

EO  rank  comments: 


UPPER  MISSOURI  RIVER 

APPEARS  TO  BE  A  VERY  SMALL  POPULATION,  AND  MAY 
OCCUR  ONLY  IN  A  PORTION  OF  THE  HISTORICALLY 
OCCUPIED  HABITAT;  PRIOR  TO  CONSTRUCTION  OF  FORT 
PECK  DAM,  THIS  WAS  PROBABLY  PART  OF  THE  LOWER 
MISSOURI-YELLOWSTONE  POPULATION. 


County: 


FERGUS 

BLAINE 

CHOUTEAU 

PHILLIPS 

PETROLEUM 

GARFIELD 

VALLEY 


USGS  quadrangle: 


HANSON  FLAT 
KEPPLE  BOTTOMS 
CARTER  COULEE 
HESSLER  RIDGE 
BELL  RIDGE  EAST 
BELL  RIDGE  WEST 
GRAND  ISLAND 
BAKER  MONUMENT 
COW  ISLAND 
TAFFY  RIDGE 
GALLATIN  RAPIDS 
COUNCIL  ISLAND 
P  N  RANCH 
STARVE  OUT  FLAT 
LAST  CHANCE  BENCH 
STURGEON  ISLAND 
BIRD  RAPIDS 
LEROY 

DARK  BUTTE 
EAGLE  BUTTES 
PILOT  ROCK 
BIG  BEND  SCHOOL 
STRANAHAN 
LOMA  EAST 
LONETREE  COULEE 
VERONA 
BOGGS  ISLAND 
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Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T22NR18E  in  Fergus  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  ~  June  2,  1999 
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Precision:   G 
Survey  date: 

First  observation:   1876 
Last  observation:   1991-04 


Elevation:   2250 
Slope/aspect : 
Size  (acres)  : 


2570 


Location: 

THIS  OCCURRENCE  INCLUDES  THE  MISSOURI  RIVER  FROM  THE  MOUTH  OF  THE 
MARIAS  RIVER  TO  FORT  PECK  RESERVOIR  (SLACK  WATER) . 

Element  occurrence  data: 

SMALL  RESIDENT  POPULATION.  RECENT  CAPTURES  IN  COW  ISLAND  -  ROBINSON 
BRIDGE  AREA.  THE  BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS  OCCURRENCE  WERE  DRAWN  TO 
ENCOMPASS  ALL  REPORTED  SIGHTINGS  ABOVE  FORT  PECK  RESERVOIR. 


General  site  description: 

Land  owner /manager : 

CHARLES  M.  RUSSELL  NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  REFUGE 

FORT  PECK  RESERVOIR 

UPPER  MISSOURI  WILD  &  SCENIC  RIVER 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

COW  CREEK  AREA  OF  CRITICAL  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERN 

MISSOURI  RIVER  BOTTOMLANDS  RESEARCH  NATURAL  AREA 


ELM 
BLM 
BLM 


MILES  CITY  FIELD  OFFICE 
LEWISTOWN  FIELD  OFFICE 
HAVRE  FIELD  STATION 


Comments : 

INDIVIDUALS  OCCASIONALLY  FOUND  IN  THE  RESERVOIR,  D0WNSTREA14  OF  THIS 
OCCURRENCE  BOUNDARY. 


Information  source: 


U.S.  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE.  1993.  PALLID 
STURGEON  RECOVERY  PLAN.  U.S.  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE 
SERV.,  BISMARCH,  N.D.  55  PP. 


Specimens : 
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April  7,  1998 


Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern;  T22NR18E  in  Fergus  County' 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:      TRIONYX   SPINIFEROS 
Common   Name:       SPINY   SOFTSHELL 


Global    rank:      G5 
State    rank:        S3 


Forest   Service   status: 
Federal   Status: 


Element   occurrence   code:      ARAAG01030 . 002 
Element   occurrence   type: 


Survey   site   name:      MISSOURI    RIVER   DRAINAGE 

EO   rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 


County:  BLAINE 

PHILLIPS 

FERGUS 

PETROLEUM 

GARFIELD 

ROSEBUD 

MUSSELSHELL 

GOLDEN  VALLEY 

CHOUTEAU 

WHEATLAND 


mt 


USGS  quadrangle: 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 

023N        017E       22       CENTRUM  -  MANY  ADDITIONAL  TOWNSHIPS 


Precision:   G 

Survey  date: 

First  observation:   1942 

Last  observation:   1997 


Elevation:   2240 
Slope/aspect : 
Size  (acres) : 


3900 


Location: 

THE  MISSOURI  RIVER  FROM  FORT  BENTON  TO  THE  MUSSELSHELL,  THE  BOTTOM  20 
MILES  OF  THE  MARIAS,  AND  THE  MUSSELSHELL  UP  TO  BETWEEN  SHAWMUT  AND 
HARLOWTON . 

Element  occurrence  data: 

SINCE  1971:  8  REPORTS  ON  THE  MISSOURI,  ONE  ON  THE  MARIAS,  AND  ONE  ON 
THE  MUSSELSHELL.  THE  BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS  OCCURRENCE  ENCOMPASS  ALL 
REPORTED  OBSERVATIONS  IN  THE  MISSOURI  RIVER  DRAINAGE  ABOVE  FORT  PECK 
DAM.  SPECIFIC  OBSERVATION  DATA  AVAILABLE  AT  MTNHP. 


General  site  description: 

LARGE  RIVERS  AND  THEIR  SANDY  BANKS  (UP  TO  50  METERS  FROM  WATER 
FOR  NESTING) . 


USED 


Land  owner/manager: 

UPPER  MISSOURI  WILD  &  SCENIC  RIVER 

BLM:  HAVRE  FIELD  STATION 

BLM:  LEWISTOWN  FIELD  OFFICE 

BLM:  MALTA  FIELD  OFFICE 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

STATE  LAND  -  UNDESIGNATED 


Comments: 
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Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T22NR18E  in  Fergus  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Information    source:       ZOOLOGIST,    MONTANA  NATURAL   HERITAGE    PROGRAM,     1515 

EAST    SIXTH   AVENUE,     P.O.    BOX    210800,     HELENA,    MT 
59620-1800.    406/444-3009. 

Specimens: 
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Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T36-37NR14E  in  Hill  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:      VULPES   VELOX 
Common   Name:       SWIFT    FOX 


Global    rank: 
State   rank: 


G3  Forest   Service   status: 

SI  Federal   Status: 


Element    occurrence   code:      AMAJA03030 . 001 
Element   occurrence   type: 


Survey   site   name:       BORDER    PRAIRIE 

EO   rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 

County:  VALLEY 

PHILLIPS 

BLAINE 

HILL 

USGS  quadrangle:   NORTH  CHINOOK  RESERVOIR 
LIGHTHOUSE  HILL 
THOENY 

BLACK  CALF  RESERVOIR 
CROW  CREEK  DAM 
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LAST  CHANCE  RESERVOIR 
ANTELOPE  PASS 
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Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T36-37NR14E  in  Hill  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 
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Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T36-37NR14E  in  Hill  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Township:   Range: 

Section: 

037N        018E 

12 

Precision:   G 

Survey  date: 

First  observation: 

1985 

Last  observation: 

1996 

COBURG 

SAVOY 

THREEMILE  RESERVOIR 

FORT  BELKNAP  AGENCY 

BIG  COULEE 

CLEVELAND  NE 

CLEVELAND  NW 

CLANTON  COULEE 

MALTA  EAST 

MALTA  WEST 

WAGNER 

COW  CREEK 

COBURG  SE 

WEIGAND  RESERVOIR 

BIGBY  LAKE 

WILD  HORSE  BUTTE 

FORT  BELKNAP  AGENCY  SE 

NEWHOUSE  RESERVOIR 

TRS  comments: 


Elevation: 
Slope/aspect : 
Size  (acres) : 

Location : 

A  VERY  LARGE  AREA  MOSTLY  NORTH  OF  THE  MILK  RIVER  FROM  CHINOOK  TO 
HINSDALE  AND  EXTENDING  TO  CANADA. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

LIMITED  DATA  AVAILABLE;  BUT  PROBABLY  AT  LEAST  4  BREEDING  PAIRS  ARE 
PRESENT.  THE  BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS  OCCURRENCE  ENCOMPASS  ALL  REPORTED 
OBSERVATIONS  LOCATED  WITHIN  20  KM  OF  ONE  ANOTHER.  SPECIFIC  OBSERVATION 
DATA  AVAILABLE  FROM  MTNHP. 

General  site  description: 

ROLLING,  GLACIATED  MIXED-GRASS  PRAIRIE  WITH  LIMITED  SHRUB. 

Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 
BLM:  LEWISTOWN  FIELD  OFFICE 
FORT  BELKNAP  INDIAN  RESERVATION 

Comments : 

41  OBSERVATIONS  IN  THE  1980S  AND  1990S,  INCLUDING  5  OF  PUPS  OR 
JUVENILES. 

Information  source:   ZOOLOGIST,  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  1515 

EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  210800,  HELENA,  MT 
59620-1800.  406/444-3009. 

Specimens : 
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EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 

County:  LEWIS  AND  CLARK 


April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific  Name:   CYPRIPEDIUM  PARVIFLORUM 
Conution  Name:   SMALL  YELLOW  LADY  '  S-SLIPPER 

Global  rank:   G5     Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S3  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   PMORC0Q090 . 007  ,  /y    /^        _Z 

Element  occurrence  type:  ,     ,    ,    I    ^       '  ^     ,. ,  J     C '^ '^'^    L  Oiti^iY 

The     -f-r^^cf^     /^  Aecns    ^^^        ^      ^    ,  / 

Survey  site  name:   PISHKUN  CANAL  ROAD     ..  -f  h  e        -J"^'t   "^  y  /    /?   / 

uses  quadrangle:   SAWTOOTH  RIDGE  ,^  ^  ,  /.,     ^^^^o   5"  77 /7^ /-£>  7> '^'^ 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments:  /  /  j  /.         4 /,  c      /^ti?T(^S     O' 

022N        009W       36      E2E2  ^// /  h^      ^daPd       7a        J"C 

Precision:   S  ^ke'ie'       //^'^  '^• 

Survey  date:   1987-05-30  Elevation:   4380    ' 

First  observation:   1985  Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:   1987-05-30  Size  (acres) :   2 

Location: 

ALONG  AND  BELOW  PISHKUN  CANAL  ROAD,  IMMEDIATELY  UPSTREAM  AND  SOUTHWEST 
OF  BRIDGE  OVER  SUN  RIVER. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

1987:  51-100  INDIVIDUALS.  NORMAL  VIGOR.  APPARENT  COLLECTING  ALONG 
ROAD,  NOXIOUS  WEED  CONTROL.  HYBRIDIZATION  WITH  C.MONTANUM  EVIDENCED  BY 
INTERMEDIATE  CREAM-COLORED  SPECIMENS  (C.  X  COLUMBIANUM) .  1985:  LOCALLY 
COMMON,  FLOWER  BRIGHT  YELLOW. 

General  site  description: 

10-35%  NORTHEAST  SLOPE.  MOIST.  LIMESTONE  SOILS.  C.MONTANUM, 
P.MENZIESII,  P.TREMULOIDES,  A.GLABRUM,  S. ALBAS,  S. CANADENSIS 

Land  owner/manager: 

LEWIS  S  CLARK  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments: 

SITE  ELEVATION  RANGES  FROM  4380-4450  FEET. 

Information  source:   PHILLIPS,  H.  WAYNE.  LEWIS  AND  CLARK  NATIONAL 

FOREST,  1101  15TH  STREET  NORTH,  P.O.  BOX  869, 
GREAT  FALLS,  MT  59403.  406/791-7743. 

Specimens:   JOHNSON,  P.  J.  (1).  1985.  MRC. 
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April?.  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W.  I9N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific   Name:       EPIPACTIS   GIGANTEA 
Coiimon   Name:      GIANT   HELLEBORINE 

Global    rank:      G4  Forest   Service   status:      SENSITIVE 

State   rank:         S2  Federal   Status: 

Element   occurrence   code:      PMORCllOlO . 019 
Element   occurrence   type: 

Survey   site   name:      WAGNER   BASIN  Z*'^      ''^'^   l^       m 

EO   rank  comments:  CoctfxTy     O*^'"^        -Jc(  ^i  t^  / 

county:    TETON  /f  7     Ol\     ^^J      ^^  ^     /^^S^     ^^'^       O^r  e     OA 


USGS  quadrangle:   CASTLE  REEF 


l/<^ 


Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments:         K.  0  C^^       '       '  ,  i 

022N        009W       25       ADDITIONAL  SECTIONS.         ^  -/■  '  a      /^(-fi'on      ^'  '  ^        '^  ^ 

Precision:   G  I   I      I  -^,,       iJl e     /c^^''^     ^' 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   5200  ^  J  a  cd  '^       ' 

First  observation:  1991-08-04      Slope/aspect:  /    _/ 

Last  observation:  1991-08-04       Size  (acres):  ^^  ^  y  (^  -JrACiS. 

Location: 

WAGNER  BASIN  ALONG  BROOKLET  NEAR  GIBSON  RESERVOIR. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

General  site  description: 

LIMESTONE  ROCKS  SHOWING  SOME  TRAVERTINE  IN  PLACES  WITH  HABENARIA 
DILATATA,  THALICTRUM  DASYCARPUM. 

Land  owner /manager : 

WAGNER  BASIN  RESEARCH  NATURAL  AREA 

Comments : 

Information  source:   BOTANIST,  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  1515 

EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  HELENA,  MT  59620-1800. 

Specimens:   LACKSCHEWITZ,  K.  (11814),  D.  FIELD,  AND  D.  SASSE.  1991. 
SPECIMEN  #115571.  MONTU. 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific  Name:   CYGNUS  BUCCINATOR 
Common  Name:   TRUMPETER  SWAN 

Global  rank:   G4     Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S2B,S2N  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   ABNJB02030 . 008 
Element  occurrence  type: 

Survey  site  name:   SUN  CANYON  ROAD              ,            ,  J           -T  ^    ,^       yi^ -r 

EO  rank:                             C O Ci  ^  -fy        ^^       '^^ ^       ^  ^^  ^  ^>  /^^  ^   ^^ 
EO  rank  comments:  ,  ,/ 

Oil    a^A    <^^3  ^^^^^   ^^/e  ^re     dn    t/i e 

County:  LEWIS  AND  CLARK  _-      yj 

USGS  quadrangle:   BARR  CREEK  Kocky        /ticc^^T^,^    f  r  / 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments:  /"ici^t^    "^  .,       /   / 

021N        008W       03  5--/,y.,  /s  7^/^^^   ^''/^  ^^       ^^/^-^^-^   ^O 

Precision:   M  f^^      /^abf^^      ^ 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   4500 

First  observation:  1983            Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:  1983-05-29       Size  (acres) :   0 

Location : 

TAKE  THE  SUN  CANYON  ROAD  OUT  OF  AUGUSTA  FOR  CA.  ?  MILES  TO  WHERE  IT 
DROPS  ONTO  THE  FLATS,  THEN  TURN  LEFT  ON  DIRT  TRACK  FOR  CA.  1  MILE. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

ADULT  OBSERVED  "INCUBATING"  ON  NEST. 

General  site  description: 

A  POND  CA.  200  YDS  LONG  BY  100  YDS  WIDE. 

Land  owner/manager: 

SUN  RIVER  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 

Comments : 

NONE. 

Information  source:   DUBOIS,  KRISTI.  REGION  4,  MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF 

FISH,  WILDLIFE  &  PARKS.  4  600  GIANT  SPRINGS  ROAD, 
GREAT  FALLS,  MT  59406.  406-454-5840. 

Specimens : 


i 
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EO  rank  comments 
County:  LEWIS  AND  CLARK 


April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific  Name:   CYGNUS  BUCCINATOR 
Common  Name:   TRUMPETER  SWAN 

Global  rank:   G4      Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S2B,S2N  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   ABNJB02030 . 010 
Element  occurrence  type: 

Survey^site  name:   FORD  CREEK  _^  ^  ^^^^^  ^^        .^      ^  ^^  .  ^  ^.JCh.k 

USGS  quadrangle:   DOUBLE  FALLS  ^  .  i-  I  T'X ^      Z'^^/ 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments:        ' 

020N       008W      29      SW4  /hc>u^-h;^     F^^n-f-       Se^'s/tu^     ^r^^S 

Precision:      M                                                                                  ^f/^i,  U  ~l^/a  ^  i<^//     /jf    ^^JJ^J     "^     /Ae 

Survey   date:                                                            Elevation:       4700  j-      //  '/r^i  ■ /"<r 

First    observation:  1990                              Slope/aspect:              /iftfSe^S  ^ '         ff'^S^ 

Last  observation:  1990-06-18        Size  (acres) : 

Location: 

•FROM  AUGUSTA,  FOLLOW  BENCHMARK  ROAD  PAST  NILAN  RESERVOIR  CA.  6  MILES 
TO  POND  ON  SOUTH  SIDE. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

ADULT  PAIR  WITH  4  CYGNETS  OBSERVED. 

General  site  description: 

Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 

Information  source:   JONES,  CEDRON.  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM, 

1515  EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  201800,  HELENA, 
MT  59620-1800. 

Specimens : 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   CYGNUS  BUCCINATOR 

Common  Name:   TRUMPETER  SWAN 

Global  rank:   G4      Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S2B,S2N  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   ABNJB02030 . 007 
Element  occurrence  type: 


'y/ie     'h-ac-ts      //I     /-eu^'ts      ^^J    C/^<rK    CctiHTy 


Survey  site  name:   ANDERSON  LAKE  _  , 

EO   rank:  Ot\      'll^  e        J'./'f    2.,    / 'r  9^       Al  I      Q^f  ^hJ    G^S 

l-ea^e    Sa/p    arc    Oiy   i'^e   /c^o^^  /^c^^74/^ 

Se^  'S'-/-'^'^     areas       ^^''/^-^  /'^•Hdh      4^/'//^^ 
020N  008W  23  ^' 


EO  rank  comments: 

County:  LEWIS  AND  CLARK 

USGS  quadrangle:   NILAN  RESERVOIR 


Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments:      /  /   /   /    ,  /     /  j^  ,  / 

dded     to      771 1     /e^se^s     ^A  ■/-Tii'se    VhfcTs 


Precision:   M 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   4524 

First  observation:  1988            Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:  1988-06-28       Size  (acres) :   0 

Location: 

FROM  AUGUSTA,  FOLLOW  THE  BENCHMARK  ROAD  (#235)  CA.  11  MILES  WEST  TO 
ANDERSON  LAKE. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

ADULT  PAIR  WITH  2  CYGNETS  OBSERVED. 

General  site  description: 
UNKNOWN . 

Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 
NONE. 

Information  source:   JONES,  CEDRON.  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM, 

1515  EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  201800,  HELENA, 
MT  59620-1800. 

Specimens : 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   BUTEO  REGALIS 
Common  Name:   FERRUGINOUS  HAWK 

Global  rank:   G4     Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S3B,SZN  Federal  Status: 


Element  occurrence  code: 
Element  occurrence  type: 


ABNKC19120.009 

OCCUPIED  BREEDING  HABITAT 


Survey  site  name:   CROWN  BUTTE  AREA 

EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 


County: 

LEWIS  AND 
CASCADE 

CLARK 

USGS  quadrangle: 

AUGUSTA 

GOUCHNOUR  RANCH 

BOWMANS  CORNERS  NW 

BOWMANS  CORNERS  NE 

SIMMS 

CASCADE  COLONY 

BEAN  LAKE 

KRONE  RANCH 

BOWMANS  CORNERS 

HENRY  CREEK 

TELEGRAPH  MOUNTAIN 

MOUNT  CECELIA 

CASCADE 

Townsh: 

p:   Range: 

Section:   TRS  comi 
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Frcy^-h.        The    ^c^ky    AJouni-^,\   ^rc^-f 


Precision:   G 

Survey  date: 

First  observation:   1984 

Last  observation:   1997-05 


Elevation: 
Slope/aspect : 
Size  (acres) : 


Location: 

LARGE  AREA  SOUTH  OF  SUN  RIVER  AND  BETWEEN  US  287  AND  1-15. 


Element  occurrence  data: 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


BREEDING  POPULATION  OF  CA.  5  PAIRS.  THE  BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS  OCCURRENCE 
ENCOMPASS  ALL  REPORTED  NEST  OBSERVATIONS  IN  THE  AREA.  (SPECIFIC 
OBSERVATION  DATA  AVAILABLE  FROM  MTNHP.) 


General  site  description: 


Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 
STATE  LAND  -  UNDESIGNATED 

Comments : 

FULL  EXTENT  OF  OCCUPIED  BREEDING  HABITAT  IS  UNKNOWN. 


Information  source: 


DUBOIS,  KRISTI.  REGION  4,  MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF 
FISH,  WILDLIFE  S  PARKS.  4  600  GIANT  SPRINGS  ROAD, 
GREAT  FALLS,  MT  59406.  406-454-5840. 


Specimens : 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  I9N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   ACCIPITER  GENTILIS 
Common  Name:   NORTHERN  GOSHAWK 


Global  rank: 

G5 

Forest  Service  status: 

State  rank: 

S3S4 

Federal  Status 

Element  occurrence  code:   ABNKC12060 . 017 
Element  occurrence  type: 


cV-s   /"  /^'-''^  ^"^     CUrk       Cou^-fy 


County:  LEWIS  AND  CLARK 

USGS  quadrangle:   DOUBLE  FALLS 


Survey  site  name:   FORD  CREEK        jk^     ~tr\> 

^°  ""!:=     ,  ^«  i-l^e    r..e   X.  /'Y^^     Air   ^,y^>'^^^s 

EO  rank  comments:  O*^       /     ^       ^        <.  / 

^en '3.-/''''^^    areas     T-/:'y}i^  /a-f/at^     0.///    h^ 

Township:      Range:      Section:      TRS   comments:     adcl^ci     7^      -Me     /e^fs^s     ci^T^ese    T^^^/t 
019N  009W  1  NW4  ^ 

Precision:   M 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   5700 

First  observation:  1994-06-15       Slope/aspect:   ?  /  EAST 

Last  observation:  1994-06-15       Size  (acres) : 

Location: 

TAKE  FS  RD  235  CA.  14  MILES  WEST  FROM  AUGUSTA  TO  FORD-WILLOW  CREEK 
TRAIL,  THEN  CA.  1  MILE  NORTH  ON  TRAIL. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

NEST  SITE  AND  TERRITORY.  VERY  AGGRESSIVE  FEMALE,  NEST  OBSERVED. 

General  site  description: 

MATURE /OLD  GROWTH  DOUGLAS  FIR. 

Land  owner/manager: 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

UTM:  372.1  (E)  5253.8  (N) .  CENTRUM=APPROXIMATE  NEST  SITE. 

Information  source:   PILLIOD,  D.  1994.  NORTHERN  GOSHAWK  INVENTORY  ON 

THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  RANGER  DISTRICT,  LEWIS  AND 
CLARK  NATIONAL  FOREST.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT. 
CHOTEAU,  MT.  4  PP. 

Specimens: 
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i 

i 

* 


April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  I9N06-08W.  20N07-08W  &  2IN08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific  Name:      ACCIPITER  GENTILIS 
Common   Name:      NORTHERN   GOSHAWK 

Global    rank:      G5  Forest   Service   status: 

State   rank:         S3S4  Federal   Status: 

Element   occurrence   code:      ABNKC12060 . 013 

Element   occurrence   type:  —r ,  i  i        •       I  >  J    P h.    ly     ^^      -i- 

o,y    -/-Ar      Tune    Ji,    /fff     AiT    O:  I  anc/  &^-i    A.easP 
Survey   site    name:       BAILEY   CREEK  '  '  ^_ 

EO   rank:  5« /^     artf     Cn     -/-iie     Koc/^y    /Uaii>\-hi.'ii     ^^^a,^-/■.       T^e 

EO  rank  comments:  .  y—  ,  ,, 

County:  LEWIS  AND  CLARK  5  /-/^../^  T^'c^h   A,/'//  i^'  aJJ^^    7^   //^  ^^  JT^  S 

USGS  quadrangle:   STEAMBOAT  MOUNTAIN     qF    -Hese     "7r«<r /s . 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 
018N        008W       14 

Precision:   M 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   5600 

First  observation:  1991-07-01      Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:  1991-09-19        Size  (acres) : 

Location : 

CA.  12.5  MILES  SOUTHWEST  OF  AUGUSTA  BETWEEN  BAILEY  CREEK  AND  CYANIDE 
CREEK,  ACCESSIBLE  VIA  COUNTY  RTE  434  AND  FS  ROAD  UP  ELK  CREEK. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

NEST  SITE  AND  TERRITORY.  19  SEPTEMBER  1991:  ADULTS  PRESENT  IN  STAND 
AREA.  10  JULY  1990:  ADULT  CALLS  HEARD. 

General  site  description: 
COULD  NOT  LOCATE  NEST. 

Land  owner/manager: 

LEWIS  &  CLARK  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

UTM:  379800  (N)  5240400  (W) .  CENTRUM=APPROXIMATE  NEST  SITE. 

Information  source:   WILDLIFE  BIOLOGIST,  LEWIS  &  CLARK  NATIONAL  FOREST. 

(NO  DATE] .  [PRINTOUT  FROM  ORACLE  DATABASE  ON 
GOSHAWK  NEST  SITES  LOCATED  ON  THE  LEWIS  S  CLARK 
NATIONAL  FOREST.]  11  PP. 

Specimens: 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  2 1N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific   Name:      AMERORCHIS   ROTUNDIFOLIA 
Common   Name:      ROUND-LEAVED   ORCHIS 

Global   rank:      G5  Forest   Service   status:      SENSITIVE 

State    rank:         S2S3  Federal   Status: 

Element   occurrence   code:      PMORCOIOIO . Oil 
Element   occurrence   type: 

Survey   site   name:       JOSLIN    BASIN 

EO  rank:      C 

EO   rank   comments:       FAIRLY    SMALL    POPULATION;    AREA   DISTURBED   BY    FIRE. 

Til  e       T^A^A       //I     /  ^^/s    ^aJ  C/^r/c      CcJllM-f-y 
County:    LEWIS   AND   CLARK  '"^      Jr^c'^      , ^  u^  :.    ^  / 

USGS   quadrangle:       BEAN    LAKE  ^     ,  _//  /J      j.        yl.  i     .  /—         , 

3a f^     are    Oh    Tyi<^     <ac*<y  /noufi-rit.H     /-^^^H-f-. 

Township:       Range:       Section:       TRS    comments:       7^^    /tf<:/>/      A<?/,/,  7^.//     /^^^/     Se^S't-'ut' 
018N  007W  35  SW4SE4  ^  ,     .  1/1,1/ 

areas     s-/;'p  u  /a^ot-s     ^//'    be  ctJdPa    fc)     jTiP 

Precision:       S  leasee       aF    -Hicse     -fr^^-h . 

Survey   date:       1988-06-27  Elevation:       5300 

First   observation:       1988  Slope/aspect: 

Last   observation:       1988-06-27  Size    (acres) :      1 

Location: 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  FRONT  RANGE,  JOSLIN  BASIN,  CA.  1.5  AIR  MILES  ESE  OF 
DIAMOND  BAR  X  RANCH. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  100+  PLANTS;  SITE  MAY  HAVE  BEEN  DISTURBED  BY  CANYON  CREEK  FIRE  IN 
SEPTEMBER,  1988. 

General  site  description: 

SEEPAGE  AREA,  AROUND  MARGINS  OF  OLD  BEAVER  PONDS  IN  VALLEY  BOTTOM; 
WITH  PICEA  ENGELMANNII,  PSEUDOTSUGA  MENZIESII,  CORNUS  STOLONIFERA, 
SYMPHORICARPOS  ALBUS,  EQUISETUM. 

Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 

SIGHT  RECORD. 

Information  source:   SHELLY,  J.  S.  1988.  STATUS  REVIEW  OF  ORCHIS 

[AMERORCHIS]  ROTUNDIFOLIA,  FLATHEAD  AND  LEWIS  AND 
CLARK  NATIONAL  FORESTS,  MONTANA.  UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT.  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA, 
MT.  59  PP. 

Specimens: 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  TI8NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:      CYPRIPEDIUM   PARVIFLORUM 
Common   Name:       SMALL   YELLOW   LADY' S-SLIPPER 


Global    rank: 
State    rank: 


G5  Forest   Service   status: 

S3  Federal    Status: 


SENSITIVE 


Element  occurrence  code: 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Survey  site  name: 

EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 


FALLS  CREEK 


County:  LEWIS  AND  CLARK 
uses  quadrangle:   BEAN  LAKE 


PMORC0Q090.035 

(jn     -He     '^^-cl,    /^'^^  ^T     ^-f    """^^    ^^'^ 
^f;^cJc,f;oH     4/'//  '^f   ^^^^^   ^  ^'"  ^'^5:^-5' 


Township: 
018N 


Range : 
007W 


Section: 
34 


TRS  comments : 
SW4 


Precision:   S 
Survey  date: 
First  observation: 
Last  observation: 


1991-07 
1991-07 


Elevation:   4910 

Slope/aspect:   15%  /  SOUTHWEST 

Size  (acres) :   1 


Location: 

FROM  STATE  HWY  4  34  TURN  UP  DEARBORN  RIVER/BEAN  LAKE  ROAD  TO  DIAMOND 
BAR  X  RANCH  AND  HIKE  UP  TRAIL  ON  EAST  SIDE  OF  FALLS  CREEK  CA.  0.5 
MILE. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  15  PLANTS  FLOWERING. 

General  site  description: 

SEEP  IN  SPRUCE  WOODS,  WITH  SALIX  SPP.,  CORNUS  STOLONIFERA,  BETULA 
OCCIDENTALIS,  POPULUS  TREMULOIDES,  SWERTIA  PERENNIS,  ANGELICA  ARGUTA, 
HABENARIA  DILATATA,  ORCHIS  ROTUNDIFOLIA. 

Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 

SURVEYED  BY  D.  FIELD.  PARTIALLY  DESTROYED  BY  ROAD  CONSTRUCTION  IN 
FALL,  1990.  THREATENED  BY  ROAD  AND  RESIDENTIAL  DEVELOPMENT  AND 
RECREATIONAL  USE  (EVIDENCE  OF  PICKING  FLOWERS) . 


Infoirmation  source: 


FIELD,  DANA.  LEWIS  AND  CLARK  NATIONAL  FOREST, 
KINGS  HILL  RANGER  DISTRICT,  204  W.  FOLSOM,  BOX  A, 
WHITE  SULPHUR  SPRINGS,  MT  59645.  406/54  7-3361. 


Specimens : 


n 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  2IN08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific   Name:      AMERORCHIS    ROTUNDIFOLIA 
Common   Name:       ROUND-LEAVED  ORCHIS 

Global    rank:      G5  Forest   Service   status:      SENSITIVE 

State   rank:         S2S3  Federal   Status: 

Element   occurrence   code:      PMORCOIOIO . 016 
Element   occurrence   type: 

Survey   site   name:       FALLS    CREEK    (NORTH) 

EO  rank:      BC 

EO  rank  comments:   MODERATE-SIZED  POPULATION,  ADJACENT  TO  HIKING 

County:  LEWIS  AND  CLARK  U  -T  -,       ,^ ^ ^         a,  s-     /^'  (  J     ^  J ^^  ^^ 

■fkt      June  ^^  /^^^     AiT  Oil  a^d    <^^s  ^^'^sf' 

USGS   quadrangle:      BEAN   LAKE  ^^f^     ^^^     ^^_     _^^  ^    /^^^    A^c^^if'^!  M      /^>»/. 

Township:      Range:      Section:      TRS   comments:     ff^  ^     l^ocky     /^^^/.^/a,       Fr<p^f  Sf^^''^'^'^^ 
018N  007W  34  NE4SW4  ^  ,  /  /     J    J. 

Precision:   S  u        /      .    f    7^  ^  ^^  -/y^.ci-S  . 

Survey  date:   1988-   -  Elevation:   4910   '^^  i^a^f:^       or       / 

First  observation:   1988  Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:   1991  Size  (acres):   1 

Location: 

ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  FRONT  RANGE,  FALLS  CREEK  DRAINAGE,  ALONG  TRAIL  ON  EAST 
SIDE  OF  CREEK  CA.  0.3  MILES  NORTH  OF  FOREST  BOUNDARY,  CA.  0.5  MILES 
SOUTH  OF  DIAMOND  BAR  X  RANCH. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

1991:  POPULATION  WAS  DAMAGED  BY  ROAD  CONSTRUCTION  TO  A  DWELLING 
DEVELOPMENT.  1988:  CA.  100-300  INDIVIDUALS;  MANY  WERE  PICKED  NEAR  THE 
TRAIL.  THIS  SITE  IS  OUTSIDE  THE  CANYON  CREEK  FIRE  PERIMETER. 

General  site  description: 

SPRING  SEEP  ABOVE  CREEK  BOTTOM;  WITH  PICEA  ENGELMANNII,  SALIX  SPP., 
CORNUS  STOLONIFERA,  POPULUS  TREMULOIDES,  PARNASSIA  FIMBRIATA,  ANGELICA 
ARGUTA.  CYPRIPEDIUM  CALCEOLUS  OBSERVED  IN  1991. 

Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 

SIGHT  RECORD.  AREA  REVISITED  IN  1991  BY  DANA  FIELD  AND  PAT  FINNEGAN . 

Information  source:   SHELLY,  J.  S.  1988.  STATUS  REVIEW  OF  ORCHIS 

[AMERORCHIS]  ROTUNDIFOLIA,  FLATHEAD  AND  LEWIS  AND 
CLARK  NATIONAL  FORESTS,  MONTANA.  UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT.  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA, 
MT.  59  PP. 

Specimens: 


■ 

V 


April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific   Name:       CYGNUS   BUCCINATOR 
Common   Name:      TRUMPETER   SWAN 

Global    rank:      G4  Forest   Service   status:      SENSITIVE 

State   rank:         S2B,S2N  Federal   Status: 

Element   occurrence   code:      ABNJB02030 . Oil 
Element   occurrence   type: 

Survey  site   name:      HAY  COULEE  ^^     -f-{^^        Tu^e    ^,    M  ^  T        AlJ     ^,  I  an  J  &'^  S 

EO  rank  comments:  /s^-e a  s  C     S.^ /e    ore     o^    -/-/i fi  /^c r J(y   A) o'< "^'^ih  f^^'y'/- . 


County:    LEWIS   AND   CLARK 
OSGS   quadrangle:      BEAN   LAKE 


Township:       Range:       Section:      TRS   comments: 
018N  007W  02  SW4 

Precision:      M 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   4700 

First  observation:  1990            Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:  1990-06-19       Size  (acres) : 

Location: 

ON  THE  WEST  SIDE  OF  SR  4  34,  CA.  3  MILES  NORTH  OF  THE  BEAN  LAKE 
TURNOFF. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

ADULT  PAIR  WITH  2  CYGNETS  OBSERVED. 

General  site  description: 


Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 


Information  source:   JONES,  CEDRON.  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM, 

1515  EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  201800,  HELENA, 
MT  59620-1800. 

Specimens : 


April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific  Name:   AMMODRAMUS  BAIRDII 
Common  Name:   BAIRD'S  SPARROW 

Global  rank:   G4      Forest  Service  status: 

State  rank:    S3S4B,SZN  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   ABPBXAOOIO . 004 
Element  occurrence  type: 

Survey  site  name:   BEAN  LAKE  ROAD  ,     _-  ,  .     -^       ^    ,  /     /~ 

EO  rank:  0^    Hf       Tc^^e  2  ,    /^^'?     Al    /      O'/  ^^^    ^^5 

EO  rank  comments:  ,        <—  /^  -J- L ,-,      ^      /-    Ai^,     -/^  .. 

Lea'ie     ^t^le      are    OH    T>i<^     /CacKy     /■^i'^f /»/&./! 

County:    LEWIS   AND   CLARK  Frci^■i■ ,        T^ ^      /?oc/(j^     /hacri-ht.'n     /v^^'^t  /     y--/- T-T^ V 

USGS   quadrangle:      BEAN    LAKE  ^^ ^  ^r     S-/,/^/*//^^     ^///    /^    a^jJ    T^   /^^   /^^S^sct 

-fhese     -frAc-f-s. 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 
018N        006W       19       NE4NE4NW4NE4 

Precision:   S 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   4  625 

First  observation:  1989-06-15      Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:  1989-06-15       Size  (acres): 

Location: 

FROM  AUGUSTA,  FOLLOW  COUNTY  ROAD  434  (BEAN  LAKE  ROAD)  CA.  15  MILES 
GENERALLY  SOUTH  UNTIL  REACHING  A  4-WAY  INTERSECTION  JUST  EAST  OF  BEAN 
LAKE  CAMPGROUND.  SITE  IS  EAST  OF  ROAD  ON  NORTH  SIDE  OF  INTERSECTION. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

1  MALE  SPARROW;  SINGING  WHILE  COLLECTED.  12.0  G;  RIGHT  TESTES  7  MM  X 
3,  LEFT  9  MM  X  4;  SKULL  OSSIFIED. 

General  site  description: 

ROADSIDE.  SHORTGRASS  HABITAT. 

Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 

REPORTED  BY  DENVER  HOLT.  COLLECTED  BY  PHIL  WRIGHT. 

Information  source:   ZOOLOGIST,  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  1515 

EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  210800,  HELENA,  MT 
59620-1800.  406/444-3009. 

Specimens:   WRIGHT,  P.  L.  (17704).  1989.  MONTU. 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  Tl  8NR07W.  1 9N06-08  W,  20N07-08W  &  2 1 N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   CYGNUS  BUCCINATOR 
Common  Name:   TRUMPETER  SWAN 

Global  rank:   G4      Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S2B,S2N  Federal  Status: 


Element  occurrence  code:   ABNJB02030 . 009 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Survey  site  name: 

EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 


BEAN  LAKE 


County:  LEWIS  AND  CLARK 
USGS  quadrangle:   BEAN  LAKE 


fie   iroci's     iri    A^u.'i's    ^t,d   C/iif/c   Cao  hjy 

Ot^  fke    T.<^e  X,  /^f^    ///-  o;/  ^^J  ^-^  s 

Tf^e   ^ac/Cy     /hcctHTh.H    fran-h   5^^/i  5^' T^'i/^'   areas 
^•fi'acxU-f'iOh    luill  he    aJJed    Td    ^^e    /e^sf^    or 
■fke'ie    'TracT'^. 


Township:       Range:       Section:      TRS    comments: 
018N  006W  19 


Precision:      M 

Survey  date: 

First    observation:       1984 

Last    observation:       1984-05-22 


Elevation:       4650 
Slope/aspect : 
Size    (acres) :       0 


Location: 

TAKE  THE  BEAN  LAKE  RAOD  SOUTHWEST  FROM  AUGUSTA  AND  CONTINUE  0.5  MILE 
STRAIGHT  AHEAD  PAST  THE  TURNOFF  TO  BEAN  LAKE.  POND  IS  ON  WEST  SIDE  OF 
ROAD . 

Element  occurrence  data: 

ADULT  OBSERVED  INCUBATING  ON  NEST. 

General  site  description: 


Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments: 
NONE. 


Information  source:   DUBOIS,  KRISTI.  REGION  4,  MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF 

FISH,  WILDLIFE  4  PARKS.  4  600  GIANT  SPRINGS  ROAD, 
GREAT  FALLS,  MT  59406.  406-454-5840. 

Specimens: 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T18NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  2IN08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   URSUS  ARCTOS  HORRIBILIS 
Common  Name:   GRIZZLY  BEAR 


Global  rank: 

G4T3 

Forest  Service  status: 

THREATENED 

State  rank: 

S1S2 

Federal  Status: 

LTNL 

Element  occurrence  code:   AMAJB01021 . 008 
Element  occurrence  type:   OCCUPIED  HABITAT 


Survey  site  name: 

EO  rank: 

EO    rank   comments: 


NORTHERN   CONTINENTAL   DIVIDE 


T^e    -fracH     -/.    l^'^'^   ^,.  J  Clark    Coc.fy 


County:  FLATHEAD 
GLACIER 
PONDERA 
TETON 

LEWIS  AND  CLARK 
POWELL 
MISSOULA 
LAKE 


/^e 


The    Ho^-ky    M^UK+'^in     Frcn-f-    yp.5'V-. 


■,  \/e     ar  ea  5 


;//   S,    ^^cjJ  h   -l^e  /^^s^s  cF 


USGS  quadrangle: 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 


Precision:   U 
Survey  date: 
First  observation: 
Last  observation: 


Elevation:   3200 
Slope/aspect: 
Size  (acres) : 


10400 


Location: 

THIS  RECORD  ENCOMPASSES  AN  AREA  FROM  CANADA  SOUTH  TO  STATE  HIGHWAY 
200,  AND  FROM  EAST  FRONT  TO  SWAN  AND  STILLWATER  RIVERS. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

OCCUPIED  HABITAT.  THIS  OCCURRENCE  IS  APPARENTLY  SEPARATED  FROM  THAT  IN 
THE  MISSION  MOUNTAINS  TO  THE  EAST  AND  BECOMING  ISOLATED  FROM 
POPULATIONS  IN  CANADA  TO  THE  NORTH.  THE  POPULATION  IS  ESTIMATED  AT 
549-813  BEARS  WITH  A  MINIMUM  OF  306  BEARS  (INCLUDING  THE  MISSION 
MOUNTAINS  PORTION),  ACCORDING  TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE. 
FROM  1987-1992,  THE  AVERAGE  KNOWN  HUMAN-CAUSED  MORTALITY  WAS  11.3 
BEARS/YEAR,  ACCORDING  TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  SERVICE.  THE 
BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS  OCCURRENCE  ARE  SLIGHTLY  MODIFIED  FROM  THE  RECOVERY 
ZONE  BOUNDARY  TO  INCLUDE  AREAS  WHERE  BEARS  ARE  REPEATEDLY  OBSERVED. 

General  site  description: 

GRIZZLIES  USE  A  WIDE  RANGE  OF  HABITATS,  FROM  LOW-ELEVATION  RIPARIAN 
AREAS  TO  ALPINE  AND  TALUS  SLOPES. 


Land  owner/manager: 

SCAPEGOAT  WILDERNESS 
BOB  MARSHALL  WILDERNESS 
GREAT  BEAR  WILDERNESS 
GLACIER  NATIONAL  PARK 
FLATHEAD  NATIONAL  FOREST 
LEWIS  S  CLARK  NATIONAL  FOREST 
HELENA  NATIONAL  FOREST 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  TI8NR07W,  19N06-08W,  20N07-08W  &  21N08W  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


LOLO  NATIONAL  FOREST 

CORPORATE  TIMBERLANDS 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

STATE  LAND  -  UNDESIGNATED 


CONSERVATION  EASEMENT 
CONSERVATION  EASEMENT 
CONSERVATION  EASEMENT 


THE  NATURE  CONSERVANCY 

THE  NATURE  CONSERVANCY 

MONTANA  LAND  RELIANCE 
UNIVERSITY  OF  MONTANA  LAND  -  BANDY  RANCH 
CONSERVATION  EASEMENT:  THE  NATURE  CONSERVANCY 
SWAN  RIVER  OXBOW  PRESERVE 

Comments : 

"OCCUPIED  HABITAT"  IS  BASED  ON  THE  RECOVERY  ZONE  BOUNDARY  AND  THE 
PROFESSIONAL  JUDGEMENT  OF  THE  MTNHP  ZOOLOGIST.  (THE  RECOVERY  ZONE 
BOUNDARY  AND  BEAR  MANAGEMENT  UNITS  ARE  AVAILABLE  FROM  MTNHP.) 

Information  source:   SERVHEEN,  C.  1993.  GRIZZLY  BEAR  RECOVERY  PLAN. 

UNPUBLISHED  REPORT  TO  THE  U.S.  FWS .  UNIVERSITY  OF 
MONTANA,  MISSOULA.  181  PP. 

Specimens : 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern;  T09-10NR24E  in  Musselshell  County 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:       BUTEO   REGALIS 
Common   Name:       FERRUGINOUS    HAWK 

Global    rank:      G4  Forest   Service   status:      SENSITIVE 

State   rank:         S3B, SZN  Federal   Status: 

Element   occurrence   code:      ABNKC19120 . 013 

Element    occurrence    type:       OCCUPIED   BREEDING   HABITAT 

Survey    site   name:       LAKE   MASON   AREA  (/'/''/'/'''''''^J,^^ 

EO   rank: 

EO   rank   comments: 


j-^^^-l\so(.Ui^rfA^,t^^^^i  '^^'^^ 


County:  MUSSELSHELL  ^5 

USGS  quadrangle:  LAKE  MASON  NE 
LAKE  MASON  NW 
PENDER  COULEE 
LAKE  MASON  SE 
LAKE  MASON 
TIMBER  BUTTES  NORTH 


LAKE  MASON  NW  O    'to    I  t*ff^   /vW'"  f^e  f}ou>i'^i"'j  ^>'-j^l\   Aake  Atavo^, 

M^i-ffota/  U/U^/-^e  ^^^fe.      T4e  aeatraf  '>e''r./.^e 

LAKE   MASON  (Mffl-cot^ai^W  ■'^■ 

TTMRRC     RriTTF'5    MORTH  T  /        

Tr^ctX^  ^OQ,  Ifr  I  /OA/    AXif.  IT,    Sc^c-  3  0, 
t^  e  h  h&nf^tJ  rifre    For  Fe  rfu  j  i  *i  oc^,  /^^^/'s. 


Township: 

Range: 

Section: 

TRS  comments 

OllN 

025E 

00 

OllN 

024E 

00 

OllN 

023E 

00 

OlON 

025E 

00 

OlON 

024E 

00 

OlON 

023E 

00 

009N 

024E 

00 

Precision: 

G 

Survey  dat 

e : 

Eleva 

First 

observation : 

1985 

Slope 

Last 

observation: 

1994-07 

Size 

<^s  r. 


Location : 

SMALL  AREA  NORTHWEST  OF  ROUNDUP. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

BREEDING  POPULATION  OF  AT  LEAST  1  PAIR.  THE  BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS 
OCCURRENCE  ENCOMPASS  ALL  REPORTED  NEST  OBSERVATIONS  IN  THE  AREA. 
(SPECIFIC  OBSERVATION  DATA  AVAILABLE  FROM  MTNHP.) 

General  site  description: 

Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  {INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

STATE  LAND  -  UNDESIGNATED 

BLM:  BILLINGS  FIELD  OFFICE 

LAKE  MASON  NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  REFUGE 

Comments : 

FULL  EXTENT  OF  OCCUPIED  BREEDING  HABITAT  IS  UNKNOWN. 

Information  source:   KNOWLES,  CRAIG  J.  FAUNAWEST  WILDLIFE  CONSULTANTS. 

P.O.  BOX  113,  BROWNS  GULCH  RD . ,  BOULDER,  MT  59632. 
(406)  225-3221. 

Specimens : 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T09SR46-47E  in  Powder  River  County 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific  Name:      HYBOPSIS  GELIDA 
Coiranon  Name:      STURGEON   CHUB 

Global    rank:      G2  Forest   Service   status: 

State   rank:         S2  Federal    Status:      C 

Element    occurrence    code:      AFCJB53020 .  Oil  CAppff)    _  />  L(^  T      5"«-V     3^ 

Element   occurrence   type:  'T/'^f /"^   >    S^oCj'^    ^    I    i   j     '^   ^ 


r^-i    A  ^1  e    T...  3  1 


Survey  site  name:   MOORHEAD  {    5o  7  O  j    T  'f  'i     /f^?/"  "^^     ■? -^ 

EO  rank: 


EO  rank  comments : 


I  so7  0     r 

(  50  7  iJ  T^  5  z?^  yf  ^^   ^3 

County:    POWDER   RIVER  ^ /- e       /l/v;'V       C  uX     0/~tAe    PcU/ <^ f  r  /\\Vdl, 

USGS    quadrangle:      MOORHEAD  "7/^  zlo-e^-f  of  //< -^^^   /r^  c /i     ^4     7^  r!>^er  /s 

Township:       Range:       Section:      TRS    comments:  '  ,  / 

0095  048E  17  NW4  ^iU/^y   rr^^^      /  f. 


Precision:       M 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   3340 

First  observation:  Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:  Size  (acres): 

Location: 

CA.  1  MILE  SOUTH  OF  MOORHEAD,  ON  THE  POWDER  RIVER. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

SPECIES  RECORDED  AS  PRESENT  AND/OR  SPECIMEN  TAKEN. 

General  site  description: 
UNFOQOWN . 

Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 
STATE  L/U^JD  -  UNDESIGNATED 

Comments : 

SPECIES  ALSO  COLLECTED  CA.  7  MILES  UPSTREAM,  JUST  NORTH  OF  THE  WYOMING 
RIVER.  MAY  OCCUR  ALL  ALONG  THE  POWDER  RIVER. 

Information  source:   ELSER,  A.  A.,  GORGES,  M.  W.  AND  L.  M.  MORRIS. 

1980.  DISTRIBUTION  OF  FISHES  IN  SOUTHEASTERN 
MONTANA.  MT  DFW&P  AND  ELM,  136  PP. 

Specimens : 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1 999 


Scientific  Name:      ASTRAGALUS   BARRII 
Coiwnon   Name:      BARR'S   MILKVETCH 

Global    rank:      G3  Forest   Service   status:      SENSITIVE 

State   rank:         S3  Federal   Status: 


Element   occurrence   code:      PDFAB0F150 . 014 
Element   occurrence   type: 


Survey   site   name:       LYON   CREEK   RIDGE 

EO   rank:      C 

EO  rank  comments:   NO  APPARENT  REPRODUCTION;  GRAZING  ON  ALLOTMENT. 


County:  POWDER  RIVER  "7r^  <r  /  ;  <-  i-  )       ^  ^^\  ^^'^  ^i     ^^'-     ^^ 

USGS  quadrangle:   FORT  HOWES  ,'5  ^JJace^^    "hi    //<^  TCo'y,  /^^G^   yt'<'^s.'^. 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments:        ^ c i>    /  ) -(-  i^^^H    /f^<'^   '^^    yehS^^'^^^t^C'^?^ 


005S        046E       36      SW4 ;  35  SE4 
006S        046E       5       N2 


Precision:       S                                                                                             '  ,        ,j^  \.  ,lo^     -f-H€ 

Survey  date:       1988-05-16  Elevation:      3400  fj^     77>}              n^                            C-f-6C^^cJ( 

First   observation:       1988  Slope/aspect:  p^',hf-oi,i                  A,'//^ ,p/rA  accurz-r'ni 

Last    observation:       1988-05-19  Size    (acres):       40  /:fa^s'>b''  /i  ty  t^^  ^^'"'''^    /"''^''' 

Location: 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  3.5  MILES  NORTH  OF  FORT  HOWES,  1  MILE  EAST  OF 
OTTER  CREEK,  JUST  NORTH  OF  LYON  CREEK  ROAD. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  2,400  PLANTS  IN  4  SUBPOPULATIONS ;  LARGE  MATTED  POPULATIONS,  NOT 
FLOWERING.  LIGHT  GRAZING  IN  SURROUNDING  AREAS. 

General  site  description: 

ERODING  CLIFF-LINES  &  RIDGES,  IN  SILTY-CLAY  SOILS,  BENEATH  PINUS 
PONDEROSA,  JUNIPERUS  SCOPULORUM;  WITH  ANDROPOGON  SCOPARIUS, FESTUCA 
IDAHOENSIS,  SENECIO  CANUS . 

Land  owner/manager: 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

VEGETATIVE  MATERIAL  ONLY;  CONFORMATION  IN  FLOWER  WARRANTED. 

Information  source:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  1990.  REPORT  ON  THE 

CONSERVATION  STATUS  OF  ASTRAGALUS  BARRII,  A 
CANDIDATE  THREATENED  SPECIES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT 
TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE,  DENVER. 
MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA,  MT .  85 
PP. 

Specimens:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  (184).  1988.  MONTU. 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:      ASTRAGALUS    BARRII 
Common   Name:      BARR ' S   MILKVETCH 

Global    rank:       G3  Forest    Service    status:       SENSITIVE 

State   rank:         S3  Federal   Status: 


County:    POWDER   RIVER 

USGS   quadrangle:       FORT   HOWES 


Township:   Range: 

Section- 

TRS 

comments: 

006S        045E 

12 

SW4, 

13  NW4 

Precision:   S 

Survey  date:   1988 

-05-14 

Elevation:   3 

First  observation: 

1988 

Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation: 

1988-05- 

14 

Size  (acres) : 

Element   occurrence   code:      PDFAB0F150. 010 
Element    occurrence    type: 

Survey   site   name:       STAG   ROCK   KNOLLS  ~Tr  i,  , -i    i     -^       A     T'^  ^      K^'f  £^,     ^'^'f    ^^ 

EO   rank:      B  ir^.T    ?     ^^^J  f-        -^  J. 

EO   rank   comments:      GRAZED   SITE   CLOSE   TO  ROAD.  ,'5     a hc'^'i'    ^   fo    3     M- le^   A/''.^'    7^*^-*^    ^'ff^'S. 

added    76    :ts    A^^^'-    /^'^--^^-"'^ 

he  ^aJe   Z^-  -^^^  /^-^^  f^''  ""^;    _. 
3450     re^ind^r    Tt  C/ie'c^.    A^^^^^.^/'^ 

"jee  ako  /«f  e  '^ I 

Location:  ' 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  1.5  MILES  NORTH  OF  FORT  HOWES  RANGER  STATION, 
0.5  MILE  WEST  OF  OTTER  CREEK  ROAD,  NW  OF  STAG  ROCK. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  1250  PLANTS,  IN  4  SUBPOPULATIONS;  FLOWERING. 

General  site  description: 

ERODING  HILLSIDES  AND  KNOLLS,  IN  SILTY-CLAY  DERIVED  SOILS;  OPEN  SOIL 
BENEATH  PINUS  PONDEROSA,  JUNIPERUS  SCOPULORUM,  WITH  ARTEMISIA 
TRIDENTATA. 

Land  owner/manager: 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

Information  source:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  1990.  REPORT  ON  THE 

CONSERVATION  STATUS  OF  ASTRAGALUS  BARRII,  A 
CANDIDATE  THREATENED  SPECIES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT 
TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE,  DENVER. 
MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA,  MT .  85 
PP. 

Specimens:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  (176,  177,  180).  1988.  MONTU . 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific  Name:      ASTRAGALUS   BARRII 
Common  Name:      BARR'S  MILKVETCH 

Global    rank:      G3  Forest   Service   status:      SENSITIVE 

State    rank:         S3  Federal    Status: 

Element   occurrence   code:      PDFAB0F150 . Oil  ^ 

Element   occurrence   type:  —j-       ,   < fi/>p  ^J.  y~§  S     /P i^S  £^    "S^-c:  3Q 

Survey   site    name:       FORT   HOWES    RIDGE  /5      i^i  ho<^i~^    3    -^    4-^>«"/''3       ''-^'" 

EO    rank:      A  '  l  S'  'J-    \  ^'  a^a^J^"  'f^n 

EG   rank   comments:       GOOD    POPULATION   SIZE,    PROTECTED  '^'TC.       -^"^c  ^    fT  '^     a  f J '^<i'^^ 

county:    POWDER   RIVER  ([u.ter  M-    fo.est/    /f  ^./Z    ^^^^^^^    f'T  i 

USGS   quadrangle:       FORT   HOWES  >^^   ^  ^   .     ^        ,^   ^^,^    ^j^ 

Township:       Range:       Section:      TRS    comments:  ,  ~J-     r>  A  ^    ^  -^/r-    /e:>d^'>  ■  ^'  /'fy 

006S  045E  24  NE4  4re^''^^^r      ^^      CMCc^        ,        ^ 

Precision:      S  ji  , 

Survey   date:       1988-05-14  Elevation:       3550  "^  e  e    ^i/se   /'"^  ^        ^i 

First   observation:       1988-05-14  Slope/aspect: 

Last    observation:       1995-06-14  Size    (acres) :       4 

Location: 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ON  HILLS  AND  CLIFF  0.25  MILES  NW  OF  FORT  HOWES 
RANGER  STATION. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

1995:  50  PLANTS,  90%  IN  FLOWER.  1988:  CA.  600  PLANTS,  IN  2 
SUBPOPULATIONS;  MOST  IN  FLOWER. 

General  site  description: 

ERODING  HILLSIDE  AND  ABOVE  SILTSTONE  CLIFF  WITH  ARTEMISIA  TRIDENTATA, 
GUTIERREZIA  SAROTHRAE,  CRYPTANTHA  CELOSIOIDES,  YUCCA  GLAUCA. 

Land  owner/manager: 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

SEE  GMF  FOR  BASE  MAP  SHOWING  SUBPOPULATIONS.  SURVEYED  BY  H.  MARRIOTT 
IN  1995. 

Information  source:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  1990.  REPORT  ON  THE 

CONSERVATION  STATUS  OF  ASTRAGALUS  BARRII,  A 
CANDIDATE  THREATENED  SPECIES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT 
TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  4  WILDLIFE  SERVICE,  DENVER. 
MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA,  MT .  85 
PP. 

Specimens:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  (178).  1988.  MONTU. 


April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:      ASTRAGALUS   BARRII 
Coiranon   Name:       BARR'S   MILKVETCH 

Global    rank:      G3  Forest   Service   status:      SENSITIVE 

State   rank:         S3  Federal   Status: 


^ee    p^fe  ^ 


Element  occurrence  code:   PDFAB0F150 . 016 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Survey  site  name:   STAG  ROCK  RESERVOIR  RIDGES 

EO  rank:   B 

EO  rank  comments:   TOO  CLOSE  TO  RESERVOIR  FOR  CATTLE. 

County:  POWDER  RIVER 

USGS  quadrangle:   FORT  HOWES 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 
006S        045E       12       NE4;  1  SE4 

Precision:   S 

Survey  date:   1988-05-18  Elevation:   3420 

First  observation:   1988  Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:   1988-05-18  Size  (acres) :   35 

Location: 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  2.5  MILES  NORTH  OF  FORT  HOWES  RANGER  STATION, 
0.5  MILE  WEST  OF  OTTER  CREEK  ROAD,  0.25  MILE  NORTH  OF  STAG  ROCK 
RESERVOIR. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  950  PLANTS  IN  3  SUBPOPULATIONS;  ABOUT  75  PERCENT  OF  POPULATION  IN 
FLOWER . 

General  site  description: 

ERODING  BARREN  fCNOLLS  AND  RIDGES  IN  SILTY-CLAY  SOIL,  WITH  PHLOX 
HOODII,  FESTUCA  IDAHOENSIS,  HAPLOPAPPUS  ARMERIOIDES,  AND  GUTIERREZIA 
SAROTHRAE. 

Land  owner /manager : 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

SEE  GMF  FOR  BASE  MAP  SHOWING  SUBPOPULATIONS. 

Information  source:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  1990.  REPORT  ON  THE 

CONSERVATION  STATUS  OF  ASTRAGALUS  BARRII,  A 
CANDIDATE  THREATENED  SPECIES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT 
TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE,  DENVER. 
MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA,  MT .  85 
PP. 

Specimens:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  (187,  188,  189).  1988.  MONTU . 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   ASTRAGALUS  BARRII 
Common  Name:   BARR'S  MILKVETCH 

Global  rank:   G3      Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S3  Federal  Status: 


Element  occurrence  code:   PDFAB0F150 . 013 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Survey  site  name:   STAG  ROCK  CLIFF  TOPS 

EC  rank:   BC 

EO  rank  comments:   GOOD-SIZED  POPULATION;  NOT  FLOWERING  EXTENSIVELY. 


County:  POWDER  RIVER 

USGS  quadrangle:   FORT  HOWES 


Township: 

Range: 

Section: 

TRS 

comments: 

006S 

045E 

13 

NE4 

006S 

046E 

18 

SW4 

Precision: 

S 

Survey  dat 

e:   1988 

-05-19 

Elevation:   3340 

First  observation: 

1988 

Slope/aspect : 

Last  observation: 

1988-05- 

19 

Size  (acres) :   45 

5e^  A/ 


e 


^ 


Location: 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  1.5  MILES  NORTH  OF  FORT  HOWES  RANGER  STATION, 
0.25  MILE  WEST  OF  OTTER  CREEK  ROAD,  SW  OF  STAG  ROCK. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  1750  PLANTS  IN  3  SUBPOPULATIONS  SCATTERED  ALONG  CLIFF-  LINE;  LESS 
THAN  10  PERCENT  IN  FLOWER;  LARGE  MATS. 

General  site  description: 

ERODING  CLIFF-LINES  IN  SILTY-CLAY  SOILS,  BENEATH  MODERATE  COVER  OF 
PINUS  PONDEROSA  AND  JUNIPERUS  SCOPULORUM,  WITH  CALAMOVILFA  LONGIFOLIA 
AND  ANDROPOGON  SCOPARIUS. 

Land  owner /manager : 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

SEE  GMF  FOR  BASE  MAP  SHOWING  SUBPOPULATIONS. 

Information  source:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  1990.  REPORT  ON  THE 

CONSERVATION  STATUS  OF  ASTRAGALUS  BARRII,  A 
CANDIDATE  THREATENED  SPECIES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT 
TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  S  WILDLIFE  SERVICE,  DENVER. 
MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA,  MT .  85 
PP. 

Specimens:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  (190,  191).  1988.  MONTU. 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   ASTRAGALUS  BARRII 
Common  Name:   BARK'S  MILKVETCH 

SENSITIVE 


Global  rank: 

G3 

Forest  Service  status: 

State  rank: 

S3 

Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   PDFAB0F150 . 033 
Element  occurrence  type: 


EO  rank:  / S     ^  J  i 

EO  rank  comments: 


Survey  site  name:   DROP  TUBE  RESERVOIR  /   /    //,      -/     '^.'/ice   i^  i"^ 

County:  POWDER  RIVER  ,      •//   /      -Up     5"r'>>  J"'"/'"^  ^<^V-y  ^'  f.^J  ii-Mt'" 


USGS  quadrangle:   KING  MOUNTAIN  /  /  /  J.      ^-^^     /t'a^LP .        P    /J^T^  C^<  If    O 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments:    „  J  ■>     /Xr  -/'hP   /^^i-fi    ''  ^    /j  ' 

Precision:   S  /i'/ ,' /^i^ P  fc A      ^r  f^A/-^-'-^' 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   3400   -  3550 

First  observation:  1995-06-14       Slope/aspect:   0-45%  /  ALL 

Last  observation:  1995-06-14        Size  (acres) :   5 

Location: 

SANDSTONE  CLIFFS  ON  NORTH  SIDE  OF  PAGET  CREEK  JUST  WEST  OF  DROP  TUBE 
RESERVOIR.  TAKE  OTTER  CREEK  ROAD  SOUTH  FROM  HWY  212  CA.  15  MILES  TO 
PAGET  ROAD;  TURN  RIGHT.  PARK  NEAR  RESERVOIR  AND  HIKE  TO  SITE. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

>4  00  PLANTS,  VEGETATIVE. 

General  site  description: 

DRY  CREST  AND  UPPERSLOPE  OFTEN  IN  SANDSTONE  OUTCROPS;  OPEN  TO  PARTIAL 
SHADE.  SANDSTONE  PARENT  MATERIAL.  ASSOCIATED  SPECIES:  ANDROPOGON 
SCOPARIUS,  AGROPYRON  SPICATUM,  ARTEMISIA  TRIDENTATA,  A.  FRIGIDA, 
KOELERIA  MACRANTHA,  YUCCA  GLAUCA. 

Land  owner/manager: 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

OBSERVED  BY  H.  MARRIOTT.  NOT  ALL  SUITABLE  HABITAT  IN  AREA  SURVEYED. 

Information  source:   HEIDEL,  B.  L.  AND  H.  MARRIOTT.  1996.  SENSITIVE 

PLANT  SPECIES  SURVEY  OF  THE  ASHLAND  DISTRICT, 
CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  POWDER  RIVER  AND  ROSEBUD 
COUNTIES,  MT.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT  TO  THE  U.S. 
FOREST  SERVICE.  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM. 
94  PP.  PLUS  APPENDICES. 

Specimens: 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   ASTRAGALUS  BARRII 
Common  Name:   BARR'S  MILKVETCH 

Global  rank:   G3      Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S3  Federal  Status: 


Element  occurrence  code:   PDFAB0F150. 017 
Element  occurrence  type: 

Survey  site  name:   NW  BUTTRESS,  TAYLOR  BUTTE       /r^cT    ^    <^^ j X    )        ^      '  -r 

EO   rank:       C 

EO   rank   comments:       POOR   REPRODUCTION  ^      ^^.,  /     3^^    5  ''^ -' Irs     >Q>*,  /<^y^  ^-At. 

County:    POWDER   RIVER  ZTf    /s      c^tM>>i       Col/-fir      M'tt'o^af    /i^re^A 

USGS   quadrangle:      FORT   HOWES  ^fi a    U 1 1 '     /l^^^e    7^e    fiC^  i'  /7\p     az-fi^S 

Township:      Range:      Section:      TRS   comments:  5"  TvJAA?  TVc'a     'y  T,'^i<  /^  T'Oh     rf-V^//^'/    Z^ 

006S  046E  20  SW4;    19    SE4  •    ,  /  A  J.  . ,      /  A 

Precision:      S  /-         //       Z,^  3^   /7/^.    ^y^^cT^^/'^/ 

Survey  date:      1988-05-19  Elevation:      3360     '^^     '^'^    /(^air'   /--n      a       /- 

First    observation:       1988  Slope/aspect:  /i^ /j    -^^J-   /^r  S^r/-.    A' M^ffi  fc/, 

Last    observation:       1988-05-19  Size    (acres) :       30 

Location: 

CA.  0.7  5  MILE  SE  OF  FORT  HOWES  RANGER  STATION,  ALONG  CLIFFS. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  3,050  PLANTS  SCATTERED  ALONG  RIM  ROCK.  LARGE  ^4ATS .  NOT  FLOWERING. 

General  site  description: 

ERODING  CLIFF  IN  SILTY  CLAY  SOILS;  ONE  SUBPOPULATION  IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF 
BURN  AREA  (1966) . 

Land  owner /manager : 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

VEGETATIVE  MATERIAL  ONLY;  CONFORMATION  IN  FLOWER  WARRANTED. 

Information  source:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  1990.  REPORT  ON  THE 

CONSERVATION  STATUS  OF  ASTRAGALUS  BARRII,  A 
CANDIDATE  THREATENED  SPECIES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT 
TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE,  DENVER. 
MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA,  MT .  8  5 
PP. 

Specimens : 


April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:      ASTRAGALUS   BARRII 
Coiwnon   Name:       BARR'S   MILKVETCH 

Global    rank:      G3  Forest    Service    status:       SENSITIVE 

State   rank:         S3  Federal   Status: 


Element   occurrence   code:      PDFAB0F150 . 037 
Element   occurrence   type: 


r-.^Zl]  '^5   /*^t-    y..7.  Si 


5c 

Survey  site  name:   HORSE  CREEK  /  OTTER  CREEK  )       '   _  •  I        /~        ^/ 

EG  rank:  ;<^  alt><.'i.i~   S    '^<^    (:>   ^■/I'b    //'-•->-  /*'*3/^ 


EC  rank  comments: 
County:  POWDER  RIVER 


5 


f^re^-l-      a^iJ  i^iJI   ^^"^    /•^ 


USGS   quadrangle:       FORT   HOWES  ^Ji./^f;^.,    aJJJ 


Townst 

lip: 

Range : 

Section: 

TRS  comments 

006S 

045E 

36 

NE4SW4 

007S 

045E 

1 

NE4NE4 

for    ih/^f^r   A.A  ot    /^^  '' 


Precision:   S  /-^  -  z^/?/-^  j  ^'/A^C  tcA , 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   3400   -  3800 

First  observation:  1995-05-24       Slope/aspect:   0-30%  /  ALL 

Last  observation:  1995-05-24        Size  (acres) :   1 

Location: 

RIDGE  NORTHWEST  OF  CONFLUENCE  OF  HORSE  AND  OTTER  CREEKS.  ONE 
SUBPOPULATION  IS  ON  WEST  SIDE  OF  KNOB  BETWEEN  OTTER  CREEK  ROAD  AND 
ABANDONED  ROAD  {SOUTH  OF  OLD  SCHOOL) .  OTHER  SUBPOPULATION  IS  ALONG 
RIDGECREST  CA.  0.8  AIR  MILE  TO  THE  NORTHWEST;  THIS  SITE  IS  JUST  OFF 
OTTER  CREEK  ROAD  CA.  2.5  MILES  SOUTH  OF  FORT  HOWES  WORK  CENTER. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

SOUTHERN  SUBPOPULATION  HAS  CA.  50  PLANTS,  >90%  FLOWERING,  REMAINDER 
VEGETATIVE.  NORTHERN  SUBPOPULATION  HAS  150-200  PLANTS,  CA.  75% 
FLOWERING,  REMAINDER  VEGETATIVE. 

General  site  description: 

PARTIALLY  SHADED,  DRY  CREST  AND  UPPERSLOPE  WITH  SMALL  SANDSTONE 
OUTCROPS.  SANDY-SILTY  BREAKLANDS.  PINUS  PONDEROSA  AND  JUNIPERUS 
SCOPULORUM  WITH  SPARSE  UNDERSTORY  DOMINATES  SOUTHERN  SUBPOPULATION. 
ASTRAGALUS  BARRII  DOMINATES  NORTHERN  SUBPOPULATION.  ASSOCIATED 
SPECIES:  COMMANDRA  UMBELLATA,  CAREX  FILIFOLIA,  ANDROPOGON  SCOPARIUS. 

Land  owner /manager : 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

OBSERVED  BY  H.  MARRIOTT.  NATURAL  EROSION  ON  STEEPER  SLOPES  HAS 
PRODUCED  PEDESTALED  PLANTS. 

Information  source:   HEIDEL,  B.  L.  AND  H.  MARRIOTT.  1996.  SENSITIVE 

PLANT  SPECIES  SURVEY  OF  THE  ASHLAND  DISTRICT, 
CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  POWDER  RIVER  AND  ROSEBUD 
COUNTIES,  MT.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT  TO  THE  U.S. 
FOREST  SERVICE.  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM. 
94  PP.  PLUS  APPENDICES. 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45F,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1 999 

Scientific  Name:   ASTRAGALUS  BARRII 
Common  Name:   BARR'S  MILKVETCH 

Global  rank:   G3     Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S3  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   PDFAB0F150 . 012 
Element  occurrence  type: 

Survey  site  name:   TAYLOR  BUTTE  RIM 

EO  rank:   A 

EO  rank  comments:   EXCELLENT  SITE  NATURALLY  PROTECTED  BY  CLIFFLINE. 

County:  POWDER  RIVER  %.ci   f^^^'^^  ■      ^ '^  ^  >    /^^-^   5"-..74  5^ 

USGS  quadrangle:   FORT  HOWES  ;,   ^^^^,  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^/^    >e^./<-.^,>^  //>.  t//^. 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments:       jr-f  /■;,  o,,-/^',*i      C c  ^l'''='r    A/^rffa»a/   /^r e :i/-  i^/ij 
006S        046E       30       E2  ,,,  ,       //         .  /,  ^    /  , 

Precision:   S  4^^r'£^     Zo   ^A  /^■^--^  r  /I t^C^-e    t^ i  I f 

Survey  date:   1988-05-14  Elevation:   3400  J         f-        ^      /  X~ '/  J^ 

First  observation:   1988  Slope/aspect:      t><?  /^^udP     f-^r    /A'"   /^^  Xr-  /^'/(^  ^A" 

.Last  observation:   1988-05-14  Size  (acres):   35  ^^^^tV/,//^/  /^^  >^,>^/  f^r     ^'=>rrs 

Location:  /l •' //C i^ e  Al, . 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  0.5  MILES  EAST  OF  OTTER  CREEK  ROAD  ON  SOUTH 
FORK  OF  TAYLOR  CREEK  ROAD,  CLIFFLINE  TO  EAST. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  2000  INDIVIDUALS  SCATTERED  ABOVE  AND  BELOW  CLIFF  LINE. 

General  site  description: 

ABOVE  AND  BELOW  ERODING  CLIFFLINE;  SILTY  CLAY;  OPEN  PINUS  PONDEROSA, 
JUNIPERUS  SCOPULORUM  WITH  ARTEMISIA  TRIDENTATA  AND  HAPLOPAPPUS 
ARMERIOIDES. 

Land  owner /manager : 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

MONTU;  SEE  GMF  FOR  BASE  MAP  SHOWING  SUBPOPULATIONS . 

Information  source:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  1990.  REPORT  ON  THE 

CONSERVATION  STATUS  OF  ASTRAGALUS  BARRII,  A 
CANDIDATE  THREATENED  SPECIES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT 
TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE,  DENVER. 
MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA,  MT .  85 
PP. 

Specimens:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  (179).  1988.  MONTU. 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E.  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1 999 


Specimens : 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:      ASTRAGALUS    BARRII 
Conunon   Name:       BARK'S   MILKVETCH 


Global   rank: 
State    rank: 


G3  Forest   Service   status: 

S3  Federal   Status: 


SENSITIVE 


Element  occurrence  code: 
Element  occurrence  type: 


PDFAB0F150.018 


Survey  site  name:  GATE  CREEK 

EO  rank:   C 

EO  rank  comments:  HEAVILY  GRAZED  AREA  NEAR  ROAD. 

County:  ROSEBUD 

USGS  quadrangle:  BIRNEY  DAY  SCHOOL 

Township:   Range:  Section:   TRS  comments: 

004S       043E  34       SE4;  35  SW4 


Precision:   S 
Survey  date:   1988-05-20 
First  observation:   1988 
Last  observation:   1988-05-20 


Elevation:   3140 
Slope/aspec 
Size  (acres 


f/^  sec-  i-}o X    ? 5  -     ^:^ce  :r^ /'i ^ /so 


Slope/aspect:   ^   ^^  y^  ^^/ i,/ ;^  ^  A  ^^'-z' ^^^'^^'^"'^^ 


Location: 

0.3  MILES  SOUTH  OF  GATE  CREEK  ON  THE  EAST  SIDE  OF  BIRNEY  CREEK  ROAD. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  200-250  PLANTS,  FLOWERING;  EVIDENCE  OF  LIVESTOCK  GRAZING. 

General  site  description: 

ERODING  KNOLL;  WITH  ARTEMISIA  TRIDENTATA,  ATRIPLEX  CONFERTIFOLIA_  AND 
ANDROPOGON  SCOPARIUS. 


Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 


Comments : 


Information  source: 


PP. 


7>-^-c/  T^oouj  r  ^  5  /4  5/r  y..  /fc 

pra**^  f/i^se   -p./fs.    -^  f  ^^5   5-'/.,//^^ 

SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  1990.  REPORT  ON  THE  n  ^ l^C     fie     Tf"^  r^ /;\yfi    t^rfas 
CONSERVATION  STATUS  OF  ASTRAGALUS  BARRII,  A     5  t''/>ii /^  f;oi^     a'r(£/i^i:/    1^  /'^S 
CANDIDATE  THREATENED  SPECIES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT  A        J.  /I    L 

TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE,  DENVER.       /fa^e ^        /\  noT&     i^--   ''    Of-' 
MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA,  MT.  85   ^   /^  /-    //    /      /-, 

[5    C^ec/f  for    /)'.''-'i-/^/f'  S<irri 
^'^ff^n  Ofee^t:2uaJ.     ^'yi<rt=   '>  ;->  ^/r<:. 


Specimens:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  (196).  1988.  MONTU. 
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EO  rank  comments:   GRAZING 


April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific  Name:   ASTRAGALUS  BARRII 
Common  Name:   BARR'S  MILKVETCH 

Global  rank:   G3      Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S3  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   PDFAB0F150 . 019 
Element  occurrence  type: 

Survey   site    name:      O'DELL   CREEK   BUTTRESS  -j-        ,/ c-         I    ?  VA-'S       A.4^  3  ^     J<^-    3G 

EO   rank:      B  /r^cT^^^"'J  J 

county:    ROSEBUD  ^;^^     ./^.,^/,    ^     s.c/.^o..    ^^'^Z.  <./7<^<- 

USGS   quadrangle:      GREEN   CREEK  (Lor/^er  ]i^f-er-;ecf}a>..      7^ '  t  T^^  c/  /^  5    -^J^i/^^r 

Township:       Range:       Section:      TRS    comments:  C /-'/"/^    -hj/fc-^rytA^.       >'/?  c<o    if    /s     ^r^J^ceKT 

Precision:      S  'f^e     Te^^  S /-/-/uP    ^^^eai      ^ /^.'/>'' /^i  A'a,     ^i^^^J 

Survey  date:      1988-05-20  Elevation:      3360       ^       'V-        /  A  J-  //     /  I 

First    observation:       1988  Slope/aspect:  ^^'^    ■      ^    /J^T.?  tfi //     /jr  />fadP 

Last    observation:       1988-05-20  Size    (acres):       1     par    -/a^    /^aSr"     /^ /P    ^5     ^  /'f'^,Mi/fr 

Location:  ^    c/^c/     V^^  /^'^^^ J^,  AYy     o/~  3^rA 

10   MILES    SE   OF  ASHLAND;    CLIFFLINE   NE    OF    INTERSECTION   WITH   O'DELL   CREEK     -,    //  /    / 

ROAD.  /"J'  y^-i^^TcA    OCCKr^t'ACf- 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  200  PLANTS  SCATTERED  ATOP  CLIFF  AND  BELOW;  25%  FLOWER-  ING. 

General  site  description: 

IN  SILTY-CLAY  SOILS,  WITH  ARTEMISIA  TRIDENTATA,  FESTUCA  IDAHOENSIS, 
AND  GUTIERREZIA  SAROTHRAE . 

Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 

Information  source:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  1990.  REPORT  ON  THE 

CONSERVATION  STATUS  OF  ASTRAGALUS  BARRII,  A 
CANDIDATE  THREATENED  SPECIES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT 
TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE,  DENVER. 
MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA,  MT .  85 
PP. 

Specimens:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  S.  (197).  1988.  MONTU . 


% 


IH 

IH 

m 


April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E.  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   ASTRAGALUS  BARRII 
Common  Name:   BARR'S  MILKVETCH 


Global  rank:   G3     Forest  Service  status: 
State  rank:    S3  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   PDFAB0F150 . 041 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Survey  site  name:   BRIDGE  CREEK 

EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 


SENSITIVE 


County:  ROSEBUD 

USGS  quadrangle:   ASHLAND 


.;.././/-'  .yy^T^  ;a>--^ 


Township:   Range: 
004S       044E 


Precision:   S 
Survey  date: 
First  observation: 
Last  observation: 


Section:   TRS  comments: 
02 


re  ^ 


^  5"  ^ 


NE4NE4;  SW4 ;  NW4  re^'"'"^'-r      /-  <-  A,  r  c  i< 


/?    ^^ 


Elevation:   3230   -  3380 
1997-09-19       Slope/aspect:   3% /SOUTHWEST;  5%/WEST  AND  SW;  5%/SW 
1997-09-30       Size  (acres) :   1 


Location: 

CA.  2.5  MILES  UP  BRIDGE  CREEK  AND  CA.  0.5  MILES  NORTHEAST. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

SEVEN  SUBPOPULATIONS  WITH  50-200  INDIVIDUALS,  AT  LEAST  700  INDIVIDUALS 
IN  ALL.  NONE  IN  FLOWER  OR  FRUIT  (1  PEDUNCLE  SEEN) . 

General  site  description: 

SPARSELY  VEGETATED  SLOPES.  ASSOCIATED  PLANT  COMMUNITY:  ERIOGONUM 
PAUCIFLORUM,  AGROPYRON  SPICATUM,  AGROPYRON  DASYSTACHUM,  ARTEMISIA 
TRIDENTATA,  GUTIERREZIA  SAROTHRAE .  ASSOCIATED  PLANTS:  GRINDELIA 
SQUARROSA,  ASTRAGALUS  GIVIFLORUS,  MACHAERANTHERA  GRINDELIOIDES, 
ERIOGONIUM  FLAVUM. 

Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 


Information  source:   DUEHOLM,  K.  H.  1997.  RESULTS  OF  A  BOTANICAL  SURVEY 

OF  THE  BREY  ALLOTMENT  COAL  PROPERTY,  ROSEBUD 
COUNTY,  MONTANA.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT  TO  THE  BUREAU 
OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT.  7  PP. 


Specimens : 


■I 


April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   ASTRAGALUS  BARRII 
Common  Name:   BARR'S  MILKVETCH 

Global  rank:   G3     Forest  Service  status:   SENSITIVE 
State  rank:    S3  Federal  Status: 


Element  occurrence  code:   PDFAB0F150 . 015 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Tr^HC^^  r^.  /^ 


£■    5^<.    /(^-    /l>-i,  5v4 


EO  rank  comments:   EXCELLENT  SITE 
County:  ROSEBUD 


Survey  site  name:   KING  CREEK  WELL 

EO  rank:      A  ^5     ^^.vf    'A    7^   /  /y>.'/e   fr^^^   A''s   S '-re> . 

USGS    quadrangle:      GREEN   CREEK  '  /  /     y     _^       '7^     /^^  cz?        A 

Township:      Range:      Section:      TRS   comments:  /  //      /      /j/aaC    '^'^  ^'^    /r^a^     '  '  ' 

Precision:       S  r-      2      /     A .' Jjt^ehJy     dCcurre/^cP . 

Survey  date:   1988-05-16  Elevation:   3350   ^/    D^rr^ 

First  observation:   1988  Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:   1988-05-16  Size  (acres) :   2 

Location: 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  5  MILES  SOUTH  OF  ASHLAND,  2.5  MILES  SE  OF 
TONGUE  RIVER  ROAD  ON  SOUTH  SIDE  OF  KING  CREEK  ROAD;  WITHIN 
WALK-IN/RIDE-IN  RESTRICTED  ZONE. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

CA.  2,000  PLANTS,  FLOWERING  PROLIFICALLY;  ACTIVE  POLLINATION  OBSERVED. 

General  site  description: 

ERODING  HILLSIDE  OF  SILTY-CLAY  SOIL,  WITH  ARTEMISIA  TRIDENTATA, 
ATRIPLEX  CONFERTIFOLIA,  YUCCA  GLAUCA,  COMANDRA  UMBELLATA. 

Land  owner/manager: 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 

Information  source:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  1990.  REPORT  ON  THE 

CONSERVATION  STATUS  OF  ASTRAGALUS  BARRII,  A 
CANDIDATE  THREATENED  SPECIES.  UNPUBLISHED  REPORT 
TO  THE  U.S.  FISH  &  WILDLIFE  SERVICE,  DENVER. 
MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  HELENA,  MT .  85 
PP. 

Specimens:   SCHASSBERGER,  L.  A.  (185).  1988.  MONTU . 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:      TRIONYX   SPINIFERUS 
Common  Name:       SPINY   SOFTSHELL 


Global    rank: 
State   rank: 


G5 
S3 


Forest  Service  status: 
Federal  Status: 


Element  occurrence  code: 
Element  occurrence  type: 


ARAAG01030.001 


Survey  site  name: 

EO  rank: 

EO   rank  comments: 

County:    DAWSON 
PRAIRIE 
CUSTER 
ROSEBUD 
BIG   HORN 
TREASURE 
YELLOWSTONE 

USGS    quadrangle: 

Township:       Range:       Section: 
006N  039E  17 


YELLOWSTONE    RIVER    DRAINAGE 


~j'f\ai-  ar('  fe/afr-J  Jo    i/>e    Vr-// ou : /en  e  Kii'Br 
are  aJo-I-  /oCafeJ  iic-/t"=-f-i  B,l/,ft^   a/icJJ^hr/Ca. 
-  A/a      ,  ^pa<:~^- 

(App  *^~\    __ 
Iroch  }5oo9  J     I  < 


y/f  To^ue  l^tver    n/k-t>^'l''    river  huffer  ^^l^aLi^o.   .;.  4/ €    /^^^« 


TRS  comments: 

CENTRUM  -  MANY  ADDITIONAL  TOWNSHIPS 


Precision:   G 

Survey  date: 

First  observation:   1973 

Last  observation:   1997 


Elevation:   1980   -  3100 
Slope/aspect : 
Size  (acres) :   0 


Location: 

THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER  BETWEEN  BILLINGS  AND  INTAKE,  PLUS  THE  TONGUE 
RIVER  AND  THE  FIRST  FEW  MILES  OF  THE  POWDER  RIVER. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

SINCE  1970:  4  REPORTS  ON  THE  YELLOWSTONE,  5  REPORTS  ON  THE  TONGUE  AND 
ONE  ON  THE  POWDER.  THE  BOUNDARIES  FOR  THIS  OCCURRENCE  ENCOMPASS  ALL 
REPORTED  OBSERVATIONS  IN  THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER  DRAINAGE.  SPECIFIC 
OBSERVATION  DATA  AVAILABLE  FROM  MTNHP. 

General  site  description: 

LARGE  RIVERS  AND  THEIR  SANDY  BANKS  (UP  TO  50  METERS  FROM  WATER  -  USED 
FOR  NESTING) . 

Land  owner /manager : 

BLM:  BILLINGS  FIELD  OFFICE 

BLM:  MILES  CITY  FIELD  OFFICE 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

STATE  LAND  -  UNDESIGNATED 

Comments : 

NOTE  3  HISTORIC  REPORTS  FROM  THE  BIG  HORN  RIVER  DRAINAGE,  AROUND  CROW 
AGENCY.  (POD:  7.4.1,  7.4.2,  7.9.82) 

Information  source:   ZOOLOGIST,  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  1515 

EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  210800,  HELENA,  MT 
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April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


59620-1800.  406/444-3009. 

Specimens:   ELSER,  A. A.  (S.N.).  22  AUGUST  1973.  SPECIMEN  #5770, 
5771.  MSBU. 


i 


I 


i 
I 
I 
I 
I 


! 


April?,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:      ACCIPITER   GENTILIS 
Coitmon   Name:      NORTHERN   GOSHAWK 

Global    rank:      G5  Forest    Service    status: 

State   rank:         S3S4  Federal   Status: 


Element    occurrence    code:      ABNKC12060 . 031 
Element   occurrence   type: 


Survey   site   name:       GRIFFIN   GULCH 

EO   rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 

County:  ROSEBUD 

USGS  quadrangle:   BROWNS  MOUNTAIN 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 
006S        044E       18 


/  5 


Precision:   M 

Survey  date: 

First  observation:   1991-07 

Last  observation:   1991-07 

Location: 

5  MILES  EAST  OF  BIRNEY. 


^;y/v  -trees     /'a  -f/^    A//*-.^/-  ^'' 


Elevation:   4000 
Slope/aspect:     '  '*// 
Size  (acres) : 


Element  occurrence  data: 
CONFIRMED  BREEDERS. 

General  site  description: 


Land  owner /manager : 

CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments: 

OBSERVED  BY  THOMAS  KOMBEREC. 

Information  source:   MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM.  ["MBD"  (MONTANA 

BIRD  DISTRIBUTION)  DATABASE  OF  BIRD  OBSERVATIONS 
COMPILED  FROM  MANY  SOURCES,  WITH  LOCATION  AND 
ASSOCIATED  DATA  MAINTAINED  IN  DBASE  III+.)  CREATED 
APRIL,  1991  WITH  ONGOING  UPDATES. 


Specimens : 


April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:       CHELYDRA   SERPENTINA 
Coiranon   Name:       SNAPPING   TURTLE 


Global    rank:      G5 
State    rank:         S3 


Forest   Service   status: 
Federal    Status: 


Element   occurrence   code:      ARAABOIOIO . 001 
Element   occurrence   type: 


ZL-2- 


Survey  site  name:   BIRNEY 

EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 

County:  ROSEBUD 

USGS  quadrangle:   BIRNEY 


Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 
006S        043E       07       SE4SW4 


•  Y'arf.        7^^ 


Precision:   M 

Survey  date: 

First  observation: 

Last  observation:   1979-09-02 


Elevation:   3000 

Slope/aspect : 

Size  (acres):   0      ^^^//f   /a    7^/7  'f'C'f 


Location: 

GO  TO  BIRNEY  VIA  LIGHT-DUTY  ROAD.  SITE  IS  ON  TONGUE  RIVER  NEAR  BIRNEY 


Element  occurrence  data: 


General  site  description: 


Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 


Information  source:   ZOOLOGIST,  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  1515 

EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  P.O.  BOX  210800,  HELENA,  MT 
59620-1800.  406/444-3009. 


Specimens:   CLANCEY,  C.  (S.N.).  2  SEPTEMBER  1977.  SPECIMEN  #  6349. 
MSBU. 


M 

M 

m 


April  7.  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 
Species  of  Special  Concern:  T04SR43-44E,  T05SR42-43E,  T05SR45E,  T06SR42E  &  T06SR46E 

in  Powder  River  &  Rosebud  Counties 
Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   CEANOTHUS  HERBACEUS  VAR  PUBESCENS 
Common  Name:   NEW  JERSEY  TEA 


Global  rank:   GST?     Forest  Service  status: 

State  rank:    SH-j  Federal  Status:  , 

Element  occurrence  code:   PDRHA040K1 . 001 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Survey  site  name:   SAYLE 

EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 

County:  POWDER  RIVER 

USGS  quadrangle:   SAYLE 

Township:   Range:   Section: 
007S        047E       16 

Precision:   G 
Survey  date:   1948-06-17 
First  observation:   1948 
Last  observation:   1948-06-17 


TRS  comments: 


r-         J-       /  /  7/  /^^P     '^^^    ^f/i^r^f 

■Me    /fa^(^      /~//p     -/-ci   Co,  f/Jprt,-/-^  /'^'i^-^-lA, 

Elevation:   38  60    /-  '  ,  "*75'    /    ,  / 

Slope/aspect:      <^*'     '  ^^  occc^r^^re^     ^..  /^.5  -^r^./-. 

Size  (acres) :   0 


Location : 

30  MI.  SW.  OF  BRpADUS,  NEAR  SAYLE  (HISTORICAL  COLLECTION). 

Element  occurrence  data: 

FEW  PLANTS;  P.  LESICA  "THOROUGHLY  SEARCHED  THE  AREA  ALONG  THE  MAIN 
BLOOM  CREEK  ROAD  AS  WELL  AS  THE  AREA  AROUND  OTHER  NEARBY  ROADS... WITH 
NO  SUCCESS"  (SEE  EF) . 

General  site  description: 

N.  SLOPE;  GRASSY,  PINE  COVERED  HILL. 

Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 
CUSTER  NATIONAL  FOREST,  ASHLAND  RANGER  DISTRICT 

Comments : 


Information  source:   LESICA,  PETER.  DIVISION  OF  BIOLOGICAL  SCIENCES, 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MONTANA,  MISSOULA,  MT  59812. 


Specimens:   BOOTH  (S.N.).  1948.  MONT. 


■ 

■j 

■I 


B 

M 

i 

a 

i 


I 
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April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T01NR17-18E,  T01SR15-18E  &  T02SR16-19E 

in  Stillwater  &  Sweet  Grass  Counties 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 

Scientific   Name:      BIRD   ROOKERY 
CoiTiinon   Name:       BIRD   ROOKERY 

Global  rank:   Z     Forest  Service  status: 
State  rank:    Z  Federal  Status: 

Element  occurrence  code:   OROOKERY// . 007 
Element  occurrence  type:   BIRD  ROOKERY 

Survey  site  name:   COLUMBUS  -  ROOK  -f        4-^  (Ci  -^  i  C    T 1    "^      /^  /'^  f      "S c'c   /^  /"s 

EO  rank:  /r^<^T      ::>  I  0  I  tc.  ,   ^      ^  /  <_  , 

EO  rank  comments:  ^lfiH,<jt     2-   "7o^/»i./f5  /^O'u    A.'^  T-T^,  ^'' ^ 

County:  STILLWATER  fmcf^s    Aoi-     Cui   ^/    /■^•^  /f'//^ v/5>./-  /'V«'^. 

USGS  quadrangle:   COLUMBUS  WEST  ^  A/'a      />fy/>'^ - 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 
002S        019E       24       SE4 

Precision:   M 

Survey  date:  Elevation:   3600 

First  observation:  1988            Slope/aspect: 

Last  observation:  1988-06-15       Size  (acres) :   0 

Location: 

ON  THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER,  CA.  3  MILES  DUE  WEST  OF  COLUMBUS. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

GREAT  BLUE  HERON.  48  NESTS,  WITH  24  OCCUPIED  IN  MID-JUNE  (1988) . 

General  site  description: 
INTERMITTENT  ISLAND. 

Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 

NONE. 

Information  source:   LAVELLE,  D.  1988.  1988  NONGAME  SURVEYS  IN  REGION  5 

AND  REGION  7.  MONTANA  DEPARTMENT  OF  FISH, 
WILDLIFE,  AND  PARKS.  [UNPUBLISHED  REPORT]. 

Specimens : 


i« 


n 


April?,  1998 


Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T01NR17-18E.T01SR15-18E&T02SR16-19E 

in  Stillwater  &  Sweet  Grass  Counties 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   HALIAEETUS  LEUCOCEPHALUS 
Common  Name:   BALD  EAGLE 

Global  rank:   G4     Forest  Service  status:   THREATENED 
State  rank:    S3B,S3N  Federal  Status:   LTLE 


Element  occurrence  code:   ABNKCIOOIO. 169 
Element  occurrence  type: 


/7t,  *?"^' 


Survey  site  name:  SECTIONHOUSE  CREEK 

EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments:  CURRENT. 

County:  STILLWATER 

USGS  quadrangle:  SPRINGTIME 

Township:   Range:  Section:   TRS  comments 

OOIS        018E  35 


Precision:   M 

Survey  date: 

First  observation:   1993 

Last  observation:   1997 


(liver  (yea    ^j-zirf    rela-tf>d    acreo^ej   a^' '  , 

levation:       3700      1^    '^  cf    c^t  h  ^   fA  e   ri^er .      TfyfC/c'f.^ 


Slope/aspect: 
Size  (acres) : 


Location: 


ALONG  THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER,  CA.  3.5  MILES  DOWNSTREAM  FROM  REED  POINT.  CctUa^e-f-   ^\  i  O/^^j]    '^  t.^ 

Element  occurrence  data:  >*--»<r^b  '^a^e. 

RESULTS  OF  ANNUAL  NEST  SURVEYS  ON  FILE  AT  MTNHP.        C///  ^? 

Land  owner /manager :  /5  A  of       Cuf    ify   -t^e    n'l^^r. 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE)  . 

Comments : 


General  site  description: 

NEST  SITE  AND  TERRITORY 


Information  source:   FLATH,  D.  1997.  [MEMO  LISTING  LOCATION  OF  BALD 

EAGLE  NESTS  AS  OF  AUGUST,  1997.]  UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT.  lOPP. 


Specimens : 


for   //"'5  S-h.     ~r^^   c^iU/'fe  ^/^'./,^ 


/  5 


i/f'ii-     ho'u  /,  J  a 


D 


April  7,  1998 

Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T01NR17-I8E,  T01SR15-18E  &  T02SR16-19E 

in  Stillwater  &  Sweet  Grass  Counties 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale     June  2,  1 999 


Scientific  Name:   HALIAEETUS  LEUCOCEPHALUS 
Common  Name:   BALD  EAGLE 

Global  rank:   G4      Forest  Service  status:   THREATENED 
State  rank:    S3B,S3N  Federal  Status:   LTLE 

Element  occurrence  code:   ABNKCIOOIO . 212 
Element  occurrence  type 


Survey   Site   name:       BRIDGER   CREEK  f/S^    /^  /  7 /T^     5"^c     -2  t    ( Ye/fou-^-^one    /^- <'f  rU  ^xJ  rehM 

fcr   r'.ve^hej^,  efc.    ^jJfJ.      ^^ c    Tr^ds    dire  a^o^-t 

A^c-f  f^/.Jl,V-     7-/5,  fine,    5c'..   -iO.Cp.rf)    i6 


EO   rank: 

EO  rank  comments:   CURRENT 


County:  SWEET  GRASS 

USGS  quadrangle:   WORK  CREEK  cAfi'** 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 


OOIS        017E       19  aho^f    it   *-o6  .>,:ie%    Fro^  i^'.^    r,^^.     f^'^/-"'/'^  ^--^  ^-^ 

'tr, 

'/9--A1  

been     hcf-oj  /t  ^'-    /'VsZ-V^  U>     5f*//e.7S  -ii,  J£. 


Precision:   M  i  ■e  ahc^if  '/<f--A^'ile   ^t*/.;,,  /7^-.„  i^  e   r.'i/er.     £'af/cs     A«i.e  /ic/- 


Survey  date:  Elevation:   3820  ,     .  <  /  ^   /       /,    <  .  <^ 

First  observation:   1996  Slope/aspect: 


„,  '.  7/5,  ^/yS     ar     5W.  Jo       775,  yf/S-i^.  f/eL<,e^d< 


Last  observation:   1997  Size  (acre 

^: 
Location :  5  ^■'/'.^^^  -fsT/eaie. 

SITE  IS  CA.  6.5  AIR  MILES  WEST  OF  REED  POINT  ALONG  THE  SOUTH  SIDE  OF 
THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER.  ACCESSIBLE  CA.  1.5  MIXES  NQRTH  OF  THE  BRIDGER 
CREEK  INTERCHANGE  FROM  1-90.  5>< 


Element  occurrence  data: 


NEST  AND  TERRITORY.  ^'^"  ^^-'^  ^^'^    ^'^'=-   ^'^  ^'^  '•"''   ^-^^/^'^ 

General  site  description:  river  bee/  a„J  tehieJ  acrc^^fi   ^//Z  6e  a^J^J.      T^e  '/^  f^ 

Land  owner/manager:  "'^''''  '^"•^'^  ^ "^/es  (b^lJ)    ^^,^  /laf  {)er,y    /tc-/-^c/  cu,  H.\ 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE)  .         ,  "^A^    t/Auj^i'^'r    i^JiCe  ^<r   eif/t'  use  ,\  7^1  C 


Comments : 


Information  source:   FLATH,  D.  1997.  [MEMO  LISTING  LOCATION  OF  BALD 

EAGLE  NESTS  AS  OF  AUGUST,  1997.]  UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT.  lOPP.  JAfP.f^] 

Specimens:  Tra  ci  (  f// T/.'    T' 5    ^ '(.  [F       5"e.  3i.(p^rf)    /'s 

^^^-^  /.5  4  ^.  s^:u,    z;,^  /^;^  ^;^^  ^^.^   ^^^^ 
J<^Iy,     T^'.y  fr^<-/',^   /ho,e  -fAa^    I  *».'/,'   ^i^.,yr  Trc,.  tA^   5.7'^. 


/Vc>     .'*i^ 


c^C 


-/-- 


m 


H 


April  7,  1998 


Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern;  T01NR17-18E,  T01SR15-I8E  &  T02SR16-19E 

in  Stillwater  &  Sweet  Grass  Counties 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1 999 


Scientific  Name:   HALIAEETUS  LEUCOCEPHALUS 
Common  Name:   BALD  EAGLE 


Global  rank:   G4      Forest  Service  status:   THREATENED 
State  rank:    S3B,S3N  Federal  Status:   LTLE 


Element  occurrence  code: 
Element  occurrence  type: 


ABNKC10010.240 


Survey  site  name: 

EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments : 


DEER  CREEK 


County:  SWEET  GRASS 

USGS  quadrangle:   GREYCLIFF 


Township: 
OOIS 


Range: 
016E 


Precision:   M 
Survey  date: 
First  observation: 
Last  observation: 


Section: 
6 


1997 
1997 


"^t-'/x^ft  ffo'1   Fir   r^^iffhfij  atiJ  relahJ  acreage  U/'.ll  be 
aMapJI.      Since   Here   iSdhc    -5 hie   c,^lahJ  area^   tfi e 

TRS    comments:       Ho^fyf  ,     c/k  «     /o     //«^   nut^J;^^  c>^  eof^/es  />c-/-e„i.a/J, 
I'h.    a,',  ■^    £treii,    -/-Ae  Coi-,-f-ac+  y*fTO/^Uj/>  5"/-/«<^//^, 
U^:il   he  a  defect  ic    /A,s    -/y^.-h    ^^,^, 

Elevation:   3900 
Slope/aspect: 
Size  (acres) : 


Location: 

ON  THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER  NEAR  LOWER  DEER  CREEK. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

NEST  SITE  AND  TERRITORY. 

General  site  description: 
NONE 

Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 


Information  source: 


FLATH,  D.  1997.  [MEMO  LISTING  LOCATION  OF  BALD 
EAGLE  NESTS  AS  OF  AUGUST,  1997.]  UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT.  lOPP. 


Specimens : 


i 
li 
i 


April?,  1998 


Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  TOINRI 7-1 8E,T01  SRI  5-1 8E&T02SR16-19E 

in  Stillwater  &  Sweet  Grass  Counties 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific   Name:      ADOXA  MOSCHATELLINA 
Coinmon  Name:      MUSK-ROOT 


Global    rank: 
State   rank: 


G5  Forest    Service   status: 

SI  Federal    Status: 


Element   occurrence   code: 
Element   occurrence   type: 


PDADO01010.002 


Survey   site   name: 

EO   rank: 

EO  rank  comments: 


JACK  STONE  CREEK 


County:  STILLWATER 

USGS  quadrangle:   SANDBORN  CREEK 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 


SENSITIVE 


003S        018E 

19 

003S        017E 

24 

Precision:   G 

Survey  date: 

First  observation: 

1923 

Last  observation: 

1923-07-26 

^Ae    J.ck  (,Vo>..  ^'^^'^^-^Ui.i?)'^, 


f> 


rac 


/   ,  S  /H 


1 


i-  /'r^ 


Elevation:   4400 
Slope/aspect : 
Size  (acres)  : 


Location : 

ABSAROKEE,  JACK  STONE  CREEK  (HISTORICAL  RECORD) 

Element  occurrence  data: 
IN  FRUIT 

General  site  description: 
UNKNOWN . 


Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 

HISTORICAL  RECORD,  GENERAL  LOCATION  INFORMATION;  UNUSUAL 

LOCATION — SPECIES  TYPICALLY  FOUND  AT  MID-ELEVATIONS  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS. 

Information  source:   BOTANIST,  MONTANA  NATURAL  HERITAGE  PROGRAM,  1515 

EAST  SIXTH  AVENUE,  HELENA,  MT  59620-1800. 

Specimens:   HAWKINS,  P.  H.  (S.N.).  1923.  MONT  (MPRR  CARD) . 


;,  c^-ec 


k. 


—  Ay'u    J-^^t^'' 


.^- 


\ 


April?,  1998 


Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T01NR17-18E,T01SR15-18E&T02SR16-19E 

in  Stillwater  &  Sweet  Grass  Counties 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1999 


Scientific  Name:   HALIAEETUS  LEUCOCEPHALUS 
Conmon  Name:   BALD  EAGLE 

Global  rank:   G4      Forest  Service  status:   THREATENED 
State  rank:    S3B,S3N  Federal  Status:   LTLE 


Element  occurrence  code:   ABNKCIOOIO . 077 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Survey  site  name 

EO  rank: 

EO  rank  comments 


COUNTRYMAN  CREEK 

CURRENT 
County:  STILLWATER 
USGS  quadrangle:   COLUMBUS  WEST 


Township:   Range:  Section: 

002S       019E  14 

Precision:   M 

Survey  date: 

First  observation:  1993 

Last  observation:  1997 


TRS  comments: 
NW4SE4 


J-t  ;5   y,oi-    Cut  ^/  f^  ye//o^'./o^f>  ^.'yer, 
irt  <  5   ou-f-s^de     "the   re  ci'ty\inet\<AeJ  l-/y\,le 

f\pinl       TMi%       J"//;    For  /lf^i-,i^y     ^  A'-'^'J'/ /■far,'„y  i>^r/)cv>. 


Elevation:   3620 

Slope/aspect : 

Size  (acres) :   4000 


Location: 

ALONG  THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER  CA.  4.0  MILES  UPSTREAM  (WEST)  FROM 
COLUMBUS,  NEAR  MOUTH  OF  COUNTRYMAN  CREEK. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

NOTE  OLD  "COLUMBUS"  TERRITORY  (040-009)  IN  SECTION  24;  UNOCCUPIED 
SINCE  1987.  RESULTS  OF  ANNUAL  SURVEYS  ON  FILE  AT  MTNHP. 

General  site  description: 

NEST  SITE  AND  TERRITORY 

Land  owner /manager : 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 

THIS  TERRITORY  HAS  EONUM  OF  THE  OLD  "COLUMBUS"  TERRITORY  (040-009) 
BECAUSE  THE  LATTER  WAS  MISTAKENLY  REPORTED  AS  BEING  IN  SECTION  14 
(INSTEAD  OF  SECTION  24). 


Information  source: 


FLATH,  D.  1997.  [MEMO  LISTING  LOCATION  OF  BALD 
EAGLE  NESTS  AS  OF  AUGUST,  1997.]  UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT.  lOPP. 


Specimens : 


H 


m 


April  7,  1998 


Montana  Natural  Heritage  Program 

Species  of  Special  Concern:  T01NR17-18E,T01SR15-18E&T02SR16-19E 

in  Stillwater  &  Sweet  Grass  Counties 

Prepared  for  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale  -  June  2,  1 999 


Scientific  Name:   HALIAEETuS  LEUCOCEPHALUS 
Common  Name:   BALD  EAGLE 

Global  rank:   G4      Forest  Service  status:   THREATENED 
State  rank:    S3B,S3N  Federal  Status:   LTLE 


Element  occurrence  code:   A3NKC10010  .  241 
Element  occurrence  type: 


Survey  site  name:   BENSONS  BLUFF 

EO  rank: 
EO  rank  comments : 

County:  STILLWATER 

USGS  quadrangle:   COLUMBUS  WEST 

Township:   Range:   Section:   TRS  comments: 
002S        019E       23 


Precision:   M 

Survey  date: 

First  observation:   1997 

Last  observation:   1997 


Elevation:   3600 
Slope/aspect: 
Size  (acres) : 


—  /i/o      /f^/J. 


'-^^ 


Location: 

ALONG  THE  YELLOWSTONE  RIVER  CA.  4  MILES  WEST  OF  COLUMBUS,  UPSTREAM 
FROM  BENSONS  BLUFF. 

Element  occurrence  data: 

NEST  SITE  AND  TERRITORY. 

General  site  description: 
NONE 

Land  owner/manager: 

PRIVATELY  OWNED  LAND  (INDIVIDUAL  OR  CORPORATE) 

Comments : 


Information  source:   FLATH,  D.  1997.  (MEMO  LISTING  LOCATION  OF  BALD 

EAGLE  NESTS  AS  OF  AUGUST,  1997.]  UNPUBLISHED 
REPORT.  lOPP. 


Specimens : 


Kinley,  Teresa 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 


Moore,  Sharon 

Thursday,  April  15,  1999  2:27  PM 

Kinley,  Teresa 

June  Oil  &  Gas  Sale 


Here's  the  comments  for  the  Oi!  Sale.  Please  let  me  know  if  you  have  any  questions. 
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03-24-99  STATE  OF  MONTANA 

OIL  &  GAS  LEASE  SALE  -  JUNE  2,  1999 

HYDROLOGIST'S  REPORT 


APP#  TOPO  TWP     RGE   SEC         DESCRIPTION  ACRES 


LESSOR:   DEPT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES  &  CONSERVATION 

POWDER  RIVER   (ELO,  FWP-7) 

5005  King  Mountain  5.S    45. E   16   ALL  640.00 
This  is  a  rqugh_  section  of  land  with  erosive  soils.   There  is_^iml3er,pxe£ent  and  it  has  been 

logged  in  the  past.   It  borders  the  Custer  National  Forest.   The  water  source  is  a  stockwater 

pipeline.   Because  of  the  terrain  there  may  be  restrictions  to  access,    //-,>.  _iy,^^>,^,  /  v.'y,  V/T^'"'' 

5006  Fort  Howes  5.S    45. E   36   ALL  ^  640.00         /f^s/^. 
Goodspeed  Butte 

This  is  a  section  of  rough  grazing  land  with  erosive  soils.  This  section  borders  the  Custer 
National  Forest  and  has  timl^er.  Ash  Creek  runs  through  the  section  and  there's  a  well  present.  May 
be  restrictions  to  access  because  of  the  terrain.      ,     i      „         /    .   /     ,    r  l    -i/  ^^^.^,^,1    S"/^-* r//'i/ f" 

5012   Goodspeed  Butte  6. S    46. E   36   32  ^^  *       320.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 
I  don't  have  an  aerial  map  for  this,  but  from  looking  at  the  quad  it  appears  to  be  very 
rough  hills  with  timber.   There's  also  a  creek  present.  3''^c^    /j''^  /^-^^/^  ''^    "i'>:Jf'  C'^'S  f'^*-'-  /(^u -fio^u  I 
(Zre^t   i<e  -^r/ier^  I  '?("''> '-^■'^  ^"^"i  ^^'y'-'^'-'^''"'''  ^'' "   P^ '^^'^^'^  fo     its    /<'osc-. 

5068  Sayle  Hall  9.S    46. E   36   LOTS  1  THRU  16,  N2  946.04 
Cabin  Creek  NE 

This  is  a  very  rough  section  of  grazing  land  with  erosive  soils.   There  are  some^scatte^ed 
-EfladEJLQaa..  Pj.Ae.  tF?es  .   There  isn't  any  water  present.   Access 
terrain.  TA  f  V^v.V  u/O^deJ  area%    /r/t^cf   +/ic  uh^/iiblfSc 
ft      -f^h     f-r^ci-i    /^^5>'.    X^f.  ^M^'^-,  CtefU  .s  p^ 

5069  Sayle  Hall  9.S    47. E   31   LOTS  1  THRU  18,  E2NW4 ,  NE4  927.88 
Bradshaw  Creek 
Cabin  Creek  NE 
Black  Draw 


Black  Draw  . 

A  rough  section  of  grazing  land  with  erosive  soils.   There  are  ^cattered_i'.oatie£2.5a^iie  'Hiin^.^  t:)  l%o  Icr-'c 
trees.  There  is  one  small  dam.   Access  may  be  restricted  because  of  the  terrain.  T^e  ai/c'.d  i"  telef}A>.^e  CcAt/ 

^^^oVl^'^rlds^Jl^cUe^'^^^^'    -^     -^^§^3  ^-"-fr.V  "^*^LOTS  1  THRU  8,  AND  11  THRU  791.41  pr.t,Z^\:    U^ 

Black  Draw  14,  N2  ad'tci n- 'i  Sr<.l 

ifcr^^a   ■Ml' 

This  section  is  all  grazing  land  with  rough  hill  and  erosive  soils.   There  is  some_.tmU5er.    ri-Jiif'   fZ-i'^^ 
present.  No  known  water  sources.   Access  may  be  restricted  because  of  the  terrain.   I  used  an  ATV  to  j,         . 
access  this  section.   7^  f  Ov^i/.'cl  u/c'C:c^ft(    arr-as    ^yi  cf  -/A'    uyi-i-^h/c  ^/s/S  ten^   7fc/'««>>''-V='-^X        A     ^   m  e-.,'-, 

ROSEBUD   (ELO,  FWP-7)  ^^/Z 

5001  Birney  Day  School  4.S    43. E   36   ALL  640.00 
Green  Creek 

This  section  is  all  grazing  land  with  some  steep  erosive  hills.   A  few  scattered  Ponde.r.Q^a 
_Pi.ne  trees  gn_the  hills.   The  water  source  is  a  dam.   The  Tongue  River  Railroad  is  proposed  to  cross 
this  section  which  needs  to  be  taken  in  to  consideration.   I'd  noted  a  few  prairie  dogs  when  I  did 
my  review  in  1989  but  Marc  doesn't  remember  seeing  any^  on  the  section  in  1998 .  ^    /  i-^vf  i->^;^r-  O'r'-'vs    .5"/^^- 

5002  Green  Creek  4.S    44. E   16   N2 ,  SW4  480.00 
This  is  a  rough  section  of  grazing  land  with  erosive  soils.   There  is  jojng.^qattered  timber 

and  access  may  be  restricted  because  of  the  terrain.   Water  sources  include  a  well.  King  Creek  and 
four  dams.   A  small  patch  of  Canada  thistle  was  present  but  this  should  be  covered  by  standard  weed 


I 

■ 


II 
■ 
■ 
I 
I 
i 


I 


stipulation. 

5003  Birney  5.S    42. E   36   LOTS  1,2,3,4,  S2N2,  S2  621.62 
Browns  Mountain 

This  section  of  land  is  very  rough  grazing  land  with  erosive  soils.  The  Tongue  River  runs 
through  the  northwest  corner.  There  is  also  a  well  present.  Access  would  probably  be  restricted 
because  of  the  rough  terrain.  Per  AdAi/  /^<:>^-rJ £^,rr'c-^-'')i^,    ^i^cf   /^-s  -/y^r-^    /s  a^^J^c^^-h    tI  Ccr/ff 

5004  Birney  Day  School  5.S    43. E   16   ALL  640.00 
This  section  is  all  grazing  land  with  some  high  steep  hill.s_which  are  erosive.   There  is  a 

well  used  for  stockwater.   An  access  road  is  located  in  the  northeast  corner  for  a  BLM  recreational 
area  on  adjoining  section.   It  is  used  for  hiking  and  horseback  riding.   The  Tongue  River  Railroad 


is  also  proDOsed  to  cross  this  section.  Per    Kv /\  J   Oc<TrJ  d^-ec  -f.'o--'  /    ■%;ncf-    yvj,'r  7V_  < /•  /j  a  ^/J  ^o'a-/-  r^ 

6.S  42. E  16  LOTS  1  THRU  10,  S2NE4,  SE 
section  of  land  with  jome,  PonderQSa, Pine  .  Soil: 
the  rough  terrain.   Water  sources  include  a  stc 


5007  Birney  6.S    42. E   16   LOTS  1  THRU  10,  S2NE4,  SE4  663.99 
This  is  a  very  rough  section  of  land  with  jome, PonderQSa, Pine .   Soils  are  erosive  and  access 

may  be  restricted  because  of  the  rough  terrain.   Water  sources  include  a  stockwater  pipeline,  . 

intermittent  creek  and  dam.  T/<  &     S-^-r"  P/>    fo/f^K^-yJA^  /  ii»  %  fajt/"    JVr  /j  ^'f-'/>/     '^f' ^<-v'/'^  ^^^i/f^  ^re-.^s   5^- 

5008  Birney  6.S    42. E   21   SW4NE4,  NE4SW4,  NW4SE4         *       120.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 
This  tract  is  all  grazing  land  with  some  steep  hills  with  __scattered  timber.   Soils  are 
erosive  and  on  part  of  the  section  access  may  be  restricted  because  of  the  hills.   7X^  ^u<,''c/  C^cie)^/<'cf    ^^''fS 


109   Birney  '     ^      /     -'g.s    42. E   22   W2SE4  *        80.00 


STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE. 
This  is  a  small  tract  of  grazing  land  right  along  the  Tongue  River.  A  bridge  crossing  the        ., 
river  may  be  in  this  tract.    y^  ^  '/j- -/„ //^  ^ ,  u  ^r  b..tF.r    ■if.yJs.-h.o^.   ^  • /^  i^^^dJ^d  A    fA-^    /'-^^ 

I  €  a  se. 

5010  Birney  6.S    42. E   23   NE4SW4,  S2SW4  *       120.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 
This  tract  of  land  is  right  along  the  Tongue  River.   There  are  some  outbuildings  from  a 
ranch  headquarters,  irrigated  farm  or  hay  ground  and  some  grazing  land.   A  county  road  cuts  through 
_the  tract.   There  are  some  rough  hills  on  the  southeast  side  of  road  with  erosive  soils.  7X<-  /b/>,.  />h^  ^I'sc  ^'i^'- 

5011  Birney  6.S    42. E   36   LOTS  1,2,3,4,  S2N2,  S2  664.72    A,';  ^^'''Y  ^ 
This  is  a  very  rough  section  of  grazing  land  with  s,ca£j;Lerjed^_gine_J:.s;^e5..   Soils  are  erosive    /(."Y^ 

and  access  may  need  to  be  restricted  because  of  the  terrain.   Marc  noted  some  lithic  scatter  on  the  ^ 
ridges.  ,  ^t-ll>^<4% 
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<^oqt€UiaT>ep€U'tn^eqt 
Tisii.'Wlldiife  (Si  Varh^ 


\„--. 


April  20,  1999 


Teresa  Kinle\ 

Dept.  Natural  resources  and  Conservation 

Trust  Management  Di\  ision 

Minerals  Management  Bureau 

1625  11th  Ave. 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601 


Dear  Ms.  Kinley, 


Thanks  for  sending  the  oil  and  gas  lease  tract  list.  I  had  not  received  one.  Erik  was  correct,  my 
area  of  responsibility  includes  Teton.  Pondera,  western  Chouteau,  northern  Cascade.  Glacier. 
Toole  and  Libert\  Counties.  1  would  prefer  pages  from  those  counties  only. 

I  have  reviewed  the  tracts  in  Liberty  County  that  you  highlighted,  and  can  find  no  significant 
wildlife  concerns. 


Thank  \ou  for  the  opportunit\  to  comment. 


Sincerely, 


Gar\  01^ 

Wildlife  Biologist 

Mt  Dept.  Fish.  Wildlife,  and  Parks 

300N.  Virginia,  #303 

Conrad,  Mt  59425 
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Kinley,  Teresa 


From:      Havre  Unit  [dnrchavr@ttc-cmc.net] 

Sent:       Thursday,  April  22,  1 999  8:57  AM 

To:  Teresa  Kinley 

Co:  Craig  E  Roberts 

Subject:  June  2,  1999  Oil  &  Gas  Lease  Sale 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Teresa  Kinley,  Hydrologist,  MMB 

FROM:         Casey  Kellogg,  Havre  Unit  Manager,  NELO 

I  have  reviewed  each  tract  of  land  associated  with  the  proposed  Oil  &  Gas  lease  sale  on  June  2,  1999. 
This  attachment  contains  general  and  specific  comments  for  the  tracts  that  are  located  within  the 
Havre  Unit. 

I  do  not  have  any  problems  with  the  standard  lease  sale  on  all  the  tracts  of  land  reviewed  in  this 
MEMO  attacliment.  See  attachment  for  the  comments. 


4/22/99 


^i 


03-25-99 


STATE  OF  MONTANA 
OIL  &  GAS  LEASE  SALE  -  JUNE  2,  1999 


HYDROLOGIST'S  REPORT 


APPU 


TOPO 


TWP 


RGE   SEC 


DESCRIPTION 


ACRES 


LESSOR:   DEPT  OF  NATURAL  RESOURCES  &  CONSERVATION 

BLAINE  (NELO-H,  FWP-S) 

5065  Harlem  NW  34. N    21. E   16   N2NE4,  SE4NE4 ,  W2 ,  SW4SE4  480.00 

This  tract  contains  480  acres  of  grazing  land.   Thirtymile  Creek  goes  through  the  north  side  of 
this  tract.   7i^  S^i^faj^^e-ic.    buffer   sf,p.,^ll     b r-    ^^Jr'^      z5s   At  -A<*f/-i  /-"^st. 

HILL   (NELO-H,  FWP-6) 

5060  Saddle  Butte  34.  N    13.  E   16   ALL  640.00  Tke   ^^''^^  ^'/^ 

This  tract  contains  183  acres  of  grazing  land.  The  additional  457  acres  consist  of  Fresno  S /■/)'*•//  if  oc/e/fic/  £:, 
Reservoir  and  steep  badlands.  There  have  been  three  dinosaur  nests  found  in  the  badlands.  Other '^^ ' ^  .i  "^ j^' ^""^i 
historic  sites  consist  of  a  stone  circle  located  in  the  SE4  .  "fke    'If^-I^  hc^Fffr  sf:p   t^- U  bf  a  cldfd   n 

5041  Goldstone  SW  '  35.N     8.E   18   N2SE4  *        80.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 


5042  Goldstone  SW  35. N     8.E   19   LOTS  2,3,  SE4NE4 ,  SE4NW4,  354.30 

E2SW4,  NE4SE4,  S2SE4 
This  tract  contains  338  acres  of  grazing  land.   Little  Sage  Creek  goes  through  the  central      , 
portion  of  the  tract.  The    ">  ^^ftn,^  e  tc .     huffer-ih/H./^He,-,    u-,  1/    tr-    ^fJ^^J  -^a    /^'S  /V^^'^!  /''oSP.. 


5061  Wild  Horse  Lake  East       36. N    14. E   10   S2 
This  tract  contains  320  acres  of  grazing  land.   There  are  no  special  features. 


320.00 


/, 


fo^e. 


5062  Hilldale  Colony  36. N    14. E   36   ALL  640.00 

This  tract  contains  640  acres  of  grazing  land.   Willow  Coulee  and  Staton  Coulee  go  through  the 

middle  of  this  tract.   There  is  a  large  reservoir  located  on  Willow  Coulee., 

"ThP    ^^ye<^^y^^  eh.     buffer  st /'^(nt.C-^     t^-'/f    de  a  ^c/'^J  -^  -^  ■  ^     -/y^  c  f  i 

5053  Laird  Lake  37. N     8.E   30   LOT  2  *        39.57 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 

This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 

considerations . 


5063  Creedraan  Coulee  West       37. N    14. E   24   E2 
This  tract  contains  319  acres  of  grazing  land.   There  are  no  special  features. 


320.00 


5064  Creedman  Coulee  West       37. N    14. E  36   ALL  640.00 

This  tract  contains  636  acres  of  grazing  land.   There  is  a  reservoir  and  a  shelterbelt  on  the 

west  side  of  this  tract,  y-^  ^  f /'^^^ ^ ^   ^/,.  ^. /TQ.  y/./^/./.^n  ^V/  /TW^^/  7^  A-'' 
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LIBERTY  (NELO-H,  FWP-4) 

5013  Chester  33. N     6.E   16   ALL  *       640.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 

5014  Chester  33. N     6.E   17   SW4  *       160.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  is  a  small  reservoir  on  the  east 
part  of  this  parcel.   There  are  no  special  wildlife,  considerations.  Til  fi     'S'^fan^,    rf5i'r'^<:'y    e'Tc.    hurrCt- 

5015  Chester  33. N     6.E   20   NW4  *       160.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 

5016  Chester  NW  34. N     6.E   16   ALL  *       640.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 


5017  Chester  NW  34. N     6.E   27   S2  * 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 

This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 

considerations . 


320.00 


5018  Chester  NW  34. N     6.E   35   N2  320.00 
This  tract  contains  230  acres  of  grazing  land  and  90  acres  of  agriculture  land.   There  are  no 
special  features  on  this  tract. 

5019  Chester  NW  34. N     6.E   36   ALL  640.00 
This  tract  contains  596.6  acres  of  agriculture  land  and  43.4  acres  of  grazing  land.   There  are  no 
special  features  on  this  tract . 

5020  Chester  NE  34.N     7.E    1   LOT  4,  SW4NW4  79.84 
This  tract  contains  79.84  acres  of  agriculture  land.   There  are  no  special  features  on  this 
tract . 


5021  Chester  NE  34. N     7.E    2   LOTS  1,2,3,4,  S2N2,  NW4SW4,    *       438.76 

N2SE4 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 
-)<c  This  site  has  a  homesite  and  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   Fourmile  Coulee  goes 
through  the  middle  of  the  parcel.    There  are  no  special  wildlife  considerations. 

5022  Chester  NE  34. N     7.E    3   LOTS  1,2,3,4,  S2N2,  NE4SE4     *       358.48 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 
.^'This  site  has  a  homesite  and  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   Fourmile  Coulee  goes 
through  the  middle  of  the  parcel.    There  are  no  special  wildlife  considerations. 
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5023  Chester  NE  34. N     7.E   20   NE4NE4,  W2NE4,  NW4  *       280.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   O'Brien  Coulee  has  two  reservoirs  dammed 
UD  that  are  in  this  parcel.    There  are  no  special  wildy.fe  considerations.. 

•►  5024  Chester  NE  34. N     7.E   21   NW4NW4  *        40.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   O'Brien  Coulee  goes  through  this  parcel. 
There  ai 
He 

5025  Chester  NE  34. N     7.E   23   SW4  *       160.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 


are  no  special  wildlife  considerations.  ,  ,  .      ^-,    /    ,   , 


5026  Chester  NE  34. N     7.E   26   NW4  *       160.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 

5027  Chester  NE  34. N     7.E   27   E2  *       320.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  a  hoT.esite  and  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.  There  are  no  special 
wildlife  considerations. 

5028  Chester  NE  34. N     7.E   29   S2  *       320.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  a  homesite  and  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.  There  are  no  special 
wildlife  considerations.  ,  ,       ,    ,,  •  / 

7^e  Ao'»^^:/-e   /'s  cciye^^J />■/■   rr^/^-^^s  /*  7'/^.^-*>'c  /^*j^. 

5029  Chester  NE  34. N     7.E   31   LOTS  1,2,  E2NW4,  NE4  *       312.47 
Chester  NW                                 STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 

5030  Chester  NW  35. N     6.E   36   ALL  640.00 
Vaver  Reservoir 

This  tract  contains  614.9  acres  of  agriculture  land.   There  are  not  special  features  on  this 
tract . 

5031  Bobcat  Coulee  SE  35. N     7.E    2   LOTS  1,2,  S2NE4,  SE4  •       319.72 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  a  homesite  and  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.  There  are  no  special 
wildlife  considerations.  /      /  / 

5032  Bobcat  Coulee  SE  35. N     7.E   14   E2,  S2NW4,  N2SW4  *       480.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   Little  Sage  Creek  goes  through  the  south 
half  of  this  section.   There  are  no  special  wildlife  considerations. 
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5033  Bobcat  Coulee  SE 


40.00 


35. N     7.E   15   SE4NE4  • 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   Little  Sage  Creek  goes  through  the  south 
half  of  this  section.   There  are  no  special  wildlife  considerations_^    , 

The   'jfreat*,  (Tfc.   d- fy^er  '^fpt^/^t.'on   ^if  ■ie  ^^i/e</  Th    '*^- '  fr'icH  /Cfse- 

5034  Bobcat  Coulee  SE  35. N     7.E   22   E2  *       320.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 

This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 

cons  iderat  ions . 


5035  Bobcat  Coulee  SE 


80.00 


35. N     7.E   23   E2NE4  * 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  a  horaesite  and  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   Little  Sage  Creek  goes 
through  the  northeast  corner  of  this  section.   There  are  no  special  wildlife  considerations.  // 


TAe   ■^f'-i'atn,  eh.  ^^.^fen  7f-.'/fc,/af,'c> 


.//r   /c 


5036  Bobcat  Coulee  SE 


160.00 


35. N     7.E   24   NW4  * 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   Little  Sage  Creek  goes  through  the  middle 
of  this  section.   There  are  no  special  wildlife  considerations.    /  i       , 

5037  Bobcat  Coulee  SE  35. N     7.E   28   NE4NW4 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 

This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 

considerations . 


■iff^^^jfi    ,'„ 


'X 


/>irr/c     /r'tiyi^. 


40.00 


5038  Bobcat  Coulee  SE 
Chester  NE 


35. N     7.E   34   SE4SE4  * 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 
SURFACE . 

This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 

considerat  ions . 


40.00 


5039  Bobcat  Coulee  SE  35. N     7.E   35   SW4SW4  * 

Chester  NE  STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 


4C.00 


5040  Bobcat  Coulee  SE  35. N     7.E   36   ALL 

Chester  NE  STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 


640.00 


5043  Vaver  Reservoir  36. N     6.E   35   N2S2  160.00 

This  tract  contains  159.3  acres  of  agiculture  land.   Presently  there  are  120  acres  enrolled  in  a 
CRP  contract.   The  additional  39.3  acres  have  just  been  accepted  in  the  last  CRP  sign  up.   This 
will  go  into  effect  October  1,  1999.    T^  e  C^f^    "5  T,/yti  f-^  f,' a>t     t„ll  ^>^    c^c^t/^i/    /6  /^r/j   -T^-ri^r  /^^i,'. 


5044  Vaver  Reservoir  36. N     6.E   36   ALL  640.00 

This  tract  contains  636.1  acres  of  grazing  land.   Little  Sage  Creek  goes  through  the  western 
portion  of  this  tract.   There  is  a  reservoir  located  in  the  SW4  of  this  section.   Historic  sites 
consist  of  several  stone  circles  located  in  the  NW4 .  i  i      i     / 
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5045  Bobcat  Coulee  SE  36. N     7.E   23   S2  *       320.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 

5046  Bobcat  Coulee  SE  36. N     7.E   24   S2  *       320.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  a  homesite  and  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  four  reservoirs 
along  the  north  part  of  this  parcel.   There  are  no  special  wildlife  considerations. 

5047  Bobcat  Coulee  SE  36. N     7.E   36   ALL  *       640.00 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  are  no  special  wildlife 
considerations . 

5048  Bingham  Lake  37. N     6.E   30   LOTS  1,2,3,4,  W2E2,  E2W2       *       478.92 
Laird  School  STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE. 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   Laird  Creek  and  Mac  Coulee  go  through  this 
parcel.   There  are  no  special  wildlife  considerations.  ,    ,     .      ,       //,       -/    /'  /^^^^ 
Tie   5^'""*,,efc:   X./>^^^>'*''^ /''"''  '^'/■'^  ^>'a^y^^    /^  A- J  7>^^//  Z'"*^''. 

5049  Laird  School  37. N     6.E   36   ALL  640.00 
Bobcat  Coulee  NE 

This  tract  contains  451.9  acres  of  grazing  land  and  188.1  acres  of  agriculture  land.   Sage  Creek 
goes  through  the  N2  of  this  section.  ,     //////'   X   A-'  A.^  , 

71  f  yfr^.u.,  ^f-c.  /,.r/^^   vf.y^l^f-c.   ^.//  ^-  ^^'^^^  ^'  ^"^    ^-^^^  ^^^^^- 

5050  Bobcat  Coulee  NE  37. N     7.E    2   LOTS  9,10,11,  SW4  *       314.03 

STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  a  homesite  on  the  south  boundary  and  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface. 
There  are  no  special  wildlife  considerations . /JT-Z/'dJ.^  f"  T ' '^<£'  '' ^    Oc'\,r'yf>J   iy    Te'fjb^^Jc'S   /'<  '^^  i- 

5051  Bobcat  Coulee  NE  37. N  7.E  16  ALL  640.00 
This  tract  contains  637  acres  of  grazing  land.  There  are  three  reservoirs  on  this  tract  (N"W4, 
SE4,  SW4).   A  windmill  is  located  in  the  SE4SE4 .   Historic  sites  consist  of  stone  circles. 

T^e  s^rr'^f,,^  etc.  h'^f/^^'-  ^t/^^/'if.o^   ^.'//  ^^  ^^^<-J   -?<.  -^'^    iy'.c-f,   /-.o^, 

5052  Bobcat  Coulee  NE  37. N     7.E   36   ALL  *       640.00 
Laird  Lake                                 STATE  DOES  NOT  OWN  THE 

SURFACE . 
This  site  has  agricultural  activities  on  the  surface.   There  is  a  reservoir  located  on  the  SE4 . 
There  are  no  special  wildlife  considerations.   y-^  ^   ^  frf^,^,   eJc.T^^^''-    5^>/^ /''"'.  C<y./f  ^^^ 
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P.O.  Box  303 

Big  Timber,  MT  59011 

Aon!  21.  1999 


Teresa  Kinley 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 

Trust  Land  Management  Division 

Mineral  Management  Bureau 

P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601 


RE 


June  2,  1999  State  of  Montana  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale 


Dear  Ms.  Kinley: 

I  reviewed  the  list 
Sweet  Grass  countie. 


of  tracts  offered  for  lease  in  Stillwater  and 
;  and  have  the  following  commments: 


Big  game  winter  range  (elk.  m.ule  deer 


whi  t  e- 


Stillwater  County: 
Tract  5125  - 

tailed  deer~):  this  tract  is  also  approx.  1  m.i  1  e  East  ot  an 
active  bald  eagle  nest  (TIS  R18E  SWl/4  SEC  35).  While  most  of 
the  eagle's  activity  will  concentrate  along  the  riparian 
bottom,  the  tract  is  well  within  the  2.5  mile  radius  felt  to 
account  for  most  of  an  eagle's  home  range  during  the  nesting 
season.  To  minimize  disturbance  and  avoid  potential  conflicts 
it  would  be  good  to  avoid  any  high  intensity  activity  (heavy 
equipment  use,  drillig,  etc.)  during  the  nesting  and  brood 
rearing  period  (March  15  -  July  15).  "T^z-i  i-r^,r+  tj'ill  /lauc'   7^,^  ^. /<=//- /^ 

Sweet  Grass  County:  To  <'/"5  lease. 

Tracts  5120  and  5121  -  both  tracts  include  the 

River  bed  and  related  acreage  and  both  will  have  a 

occupancy"  stipulation.    This  section   of  the 

always  has  wintering  bald  eagles  and  the  2  tracts 

about  midway  between  2  active  bald  eagle  nests  (NW1/4NE1/4  SEC 

19  TIS  R17E  and  SW  corner  SEC  35  TIS  R18EK   While  neither 

tract  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  nest  sites,  the  riparian 

bottom  associated  with  the  tracts  could  certainly  be  part  of 

the  eagle's  foraging  area.   If  possible,  it  may  be  wise  to 

limit  activity  on  these  tracts  until  after  the  nesting/brood 

rearing  oeriod  (March  15  -  July  15'.  The^e  ^racf^  u,.i\  ha^^e  a -fopi  M^^rF^ce 

Tracts  5122  and  5126  -  good  wild  turkey  habitat  on  both.   Both    A.i-Ui'j, 
tracts  have  Dublic  access  and  receive  considerable  hunting 


Yell owstone 

'no  surface 

Yel 1 owstone 

are  located 


I 


pressure  during  the  spring  turkey  season  (April  10  -  May  9, 
1999).  The  demand  for  turkey  hunting  is  increasing  and  access 
to  public  lands  which  have  turkeys  is  very  limited  in  this 
area.  Activity  that  would  displace  turkeys  from  these  areas 
during  the  spring  period  would  reduce  hunter  opportunity.  The 
turkeys  also  nest  in  these  areas.  A  stipulation  restricting 
activity  to  July  1  -  March  15,  would  minimize  disturbance  to 
the  birds  during  the  breeding/nesting  period  and  avoid 
conflicts  with  hunters.  ~Ue  i^Hd'l.'Fe  ^cir-'ey  '^■j-:fii^lai-loi^  k.:  1 1  hi.'  p''>'-r'<J  c^   t^e 

Tract  5127  -  year  round  habitat  for  mule  deer  and  elk; 
probably  some  elk  calving  in  this  area.  Also  good  sharptailed 
grouse  habitat.  Known  sharptail  1  ek  about  .5  mile  to  the 
south  in  NWl/4  SEC  1  T3S  R16E.  Deferring  activity  from  March 
1  -  through  June  would  minimize  disturbance/ st ress  to  big  game 
during  the  late  winter/early  spring  period,  the  calving  and 
fawning  period  and  the  breeding/nesting  period  for  upland 
birds.     Ih-^  u,' 1^  h'Fe  Sur^^^y  S'f:/J-'l'>ti<>i-\    t^'ill  i^  ^Uc^J  otr  f^^ ',  s -h-~>  <.  t 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment. 


Respectful ly , 


Claire  A.  Simmons 
Wildlife  Biologist 
MT  Fish,  Wildlife  & 
Big  Timber,  MT 


Parks 


i 
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APPENDIX  D: 


Public  Comments  Received  Before  Deadline 


i 


Note:   For  this  June  2,  1999  Montana  oil  and  gas  lease  sale,  DNRC  received  a 
number  of  public  comments  opposed  to  oil  and  gas  leasing  and  development  of 
school  trust  land  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  (application 
numbers  5094  through  5099  and  5105  and  5106,  see  application  list  in  Appendix 
A)  .   Most  comments  advocated  either  a  withdrawal  from  leasing  or  leasing  with 
no  surface  occupancy  allowed  for  tracts  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management 
Area.   The  Department  proposes  to  apply  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  sensitive 
areas  stipulation  (number  21  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A)  to 
application  numbers  5072  through  5108  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County  due  to  the 
location  of  these  areas  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  and  in  the  Sun  River 
Wildlife  Management  Area.   Pursuant  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  sensitive 
areas  stipulation,  "No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on  the  lease  premises 
unless  and  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  by  the  Board." 
After  completion  of  an  environmental  review,  the  Land  Board  may  approve, 
modify,  or  deny  surface  activity  on  the  lease. 


FRIENDS   OF  THE   ROCKY    MOUNTAIN    FRONT 

PO  BOX  763  (406)  466-2750 

CHOTEAU,    MONTANA    59422 

friends@3rlvers.net 


APR 


19:9 


O.N.R, 


April  4,  1999 

Mr  Bud  Clinch,  Director 

DNRC 

PO  Box  301601 

Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Clinch: 

We  oppose  leasing  any  part  of  the  Sun  River  WMA  to  oil  &  gas  speculators.  We 
request  that  DNRC  and  the  State  Land  Board  withdraw  the  area  from  DNRC's  June  2, 
1999  lease  sale. 

Please  include  this  letter  and  the  enclosed  copies  of  letters  to  Sec.  of  State  Cooney 
and  FWP  Director  Graham,  as  reasons  for  our  opposition  to  leasing  the  Game  Range. 

Respectfully, 


^J/]^    52^  K^ 


Gene  Sentz 


,^(;« 


Great  Falls  Tribune: 

Obituary  Page^: 

April  1.  1999: 


Choteau, 
4/4/99 


MT  59422-0763 


State  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale 


The  Oepanroent  of  Natural  Resources  and 
Coaservabon  has  available  for  review  a  list  of  tracts 
currently  being  considered  for  the  June  2,1999  Oil 
and  Gas  Lease  sale  DNRC  is  preparing  an 
cnvironnvnta)  assessrivnt  on  the  lease  sole  and 
requests  co:nnicntj  from  interested  panics  by  Apnl 
23.1999  For  further  information,  to  obtain  3  copy 
or  the  prebmitiary  list  of  tracts,  or  have  your  name 
added  to  our  mailing  list,  please  concact: 
Mineral  Leasing  Section 
Oepartment  of  NaturaJ  Resourrcs 
r-^— fjcjg-  aod  Coascrvation 
^^^^  1625  1 1  ih  Avenue 
W*^^      P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena.  MonUiia  59620-1601 

(406H44-2074 

Info  is  also  available  on  our  DNRC  website 

(www.dnrc.mi  govAmst/mmbog  hun) 


Mr.  Mike  Cooney 

Montana  Secretary  of  State  ■    • 

Dear  Mr.  Cooney, 

The  notice  above  is  the  official  DNRC  announcement  of  the  proposed  leasing  of  the 
Sun  River  Game  Range.   I  missed  it,  but  my  wife  discovered  this  and  wondered  if 
maybe  it's  an  AphI  Fools  joke. 

I  wrote  a  few  personal  letters  of  concern  when  DNRC  began  leasing  certain  state 
lands  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  earlier  this  year,  and  I  was  glad  to  see  the  State 
Land  Board  take  up  the  issue  and  put  in  place  some  rather  strict  stipulations  on 
leasing  special  state  lands  along  the  fabulous  Front. 

However,  in  proposing  to  lease  the  Sun  River  Game  Range,  DNRC  really  is  stumbling 
over  the  boundaries  of  common  sense  and  good  judgment,  and  folks  in  our  network 
believe  it's  the  time  and  place  to  "just  say  NO". 

in  his  May  1993  Sun  River  WMA'Management  Plan,  John  McCarthy  notes  that  the 
State  Land  Board  decided  to  withdraw  school  lots  on  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  from 
an  oil  &  gas  lease  sale  in  1956,  at  the  request  of  the  Department  of  Fish  &  Game  and 
fifty  attending  sportsmen. 

The  State  Land  Board  needs  to  do  the  same  thing  again,  now.  Please  take  action. 


Respectfully, 
Gene  Sentz 


FRIENDS   OF   THE    ROCKY    MOUNTAIN    FRONT 

PO  BOX  763  (406)  466-2750 

CHOTEAU,    MONTANA    59422 

triends@3rivers.net 

April  4.  1999 

Mr.  Pat  Graham,  Director 

Montana  Department  ot  Fish,  Wildlife,  &  Parks 

PO  Box  200701 

Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Graham: 

As  you  know,  the  Sun  River  WMA,  aka  the  "Game  Range"  or  "Elk  Pasture",  is  one  of 
Montana's  premier  Wildlife  Management  Areas.   Its  creation  was  a  landmark  in  a  long 
conservation  history  to  preserve  wildland  values  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  The 
Sun  River  Game  Range  was  purchased  in  1947  and  set  aside  specifically  for  wintering 
wildlife.   It  is  considered  so  important  and  so  sensitive  that  for  six  months  out  of  each 
year  it  is  illeoal  for  the  general  public  even  to  set  foot  on  it.  That  is  as  it  should  be. 

Because  DFWP  is  the  state  agency  in  charge  of  overseeing  WMAs,  we  presume  that 
you  are  aware  that  DNRC  is  proposing  now  to  lease  portions  of  eight  sections  totaling 
1490  acres  of  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  to  oil  &  gas  speculators  (the  DNRC  pre-sale 
application  report  for  the  June  2,  1999  lease  sale  lists  portions  of  Sections  9,  10,  14, 
22,  23,  26,  35,  36  of  T21 N,  R8W). 

It  is  true  that  the  Land  Board  has  put  in  place  some  rather  strict  stipulations  on  oil  and 
gas  leasing  of  state  lands  in  general  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.   But  by 
proposing  leases  within  one  of  the  state's  most  prestigious  and  long-established 
natural  areas,  DNRC  is  upping  the  ante  considerably.  The  obvious  increased  wildlife 
and  wildland  values  (and  risks)  associated  with  the  Sun  River  WMA  add  another 
whole  dimension  which  deserves  additional  attention  and  protection  from  the  state's 
public  servants.  (In  fact,  we  had  the  impression  that  state  lands  in  the  WMAs  along  the 
Front  were  off-limits  to  oil  &  gas  leasing.)    To  avoid  public  battles  every  three  months, 
DFWP  needs  to  take  the  lead  in  defining  a  clear  answer  to  the  leasing  question  -  an 
answer  that  will  give  lasting  protection  to  the  game  ranges  along  the  Front. 

The  following  points  define  our  position,  and  Montanans  need  to  hear  DFWP's  unified 
official  comments  on  these: 

1.  There  should  be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activity  occurring  within 
designated  game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  Game  Range. 

2    It  makes  no  sense  for  DNRC  to  sell  private  properly  rights  in  the  form  of  leases  to 
speculators  if  there  is  no  chance  of  those  leases  being  developed. 


(^oVct-^ 


3.  It  makes  no  sense  for  oil  industry  speculators  to  bid' on  leases  unless  there  is  some 
chance  of  developing  their  leases. 

4.  In  the  present  climate  of  overwhelming  public  sentiment  for  protecting  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Front  from  any  and  all  industrial  development,  in  all  fairness  and  honesty 
both  to  lease  speculators  and  to  Montana  citizens,  it  makes  no  sense  for  DNRC  to 
lease  the  Sun  River  WMA,  when  the  State  knows  full  well  that  any  proposal  by  industry 
to  develop  the  area  is  certain  to  unleash  a  storm  of  public  opposition  and  endless 
litigation.  (In  a  similar  situation,  federal  leases  in  the  Badger-Two  Medicine  area 
have  dragged  on  for  years  without  resolution.   If  the  Forest  Service  had  heeded  public 
warnings  not  to  lease  in  the  early  1980s,  that  agency  would  not  be  faced  with  the 
current  dilemma  there.  Gloria  Flora  recognized  this  and  said  NO  to  any  new  leases  on 
national  forest  lands  along  the  Front.  Although  Montana  citizens  got  no  official  help 
from  DFWP  or  from  the  governor,  a  huge  public  majority  supports  Flora's  decision.) 

5.  Surely  Montana's  premier  WMAs  are  worthy  of  a  higher  purpose  than  oil  &  gas 
speculation.  Like  the  national  forest  lands,  the  WMAs  and  certain  other  state  lands 
along  the  fabulous  Rocky  Mountain  Front  have  inherent  values  far  above  and  beyond 
industry's  speculative  gambling  of  a  couple  of  dollars  per  acre  for  a  minute  chance  to 
convert  the  state's  most  prime  wildlife  habitat  into  an  oil  patch. 

6.  Most  Montanans  believe  that  DFWP  should  be  in  the  forefront  of  protecting  the 
state's  wildlife,  especially  in  areas  like  the  renowned  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  Yet 
despite  DFWP's  slogan,  "Habitat,  Habitat,.  Habitat",  recently  there  has  been  minimal 
visible  action  from  your  agency  in  defense  of  the  tremendous  wildlife  and  wildland 
values  of  the  Front.  (Occasional  good  input  from  the  Region  4  office  is  not  sufficient  for 
issues  that  should  be  given  full  attention  and  unified  commitment  of  DFWP  at  the  state 
level.) 

7.  Where  is  DFWP  on  this  issue?  Montanan  citizens  deserve  an  answer.  We  need 
your  help.  DFWP  needs  to  speak  strongly  and  formally  as  a  unified  department,  for  the 
wildlife  and  wildland  values  of  one  of  the  world's  premier  natural  areas,  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Front.  It's  time  for  DFWP  to  speak  out  against  the  increasingly  disturbing 
proposals  of  DNRC  to  lease  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  WMA.  The  public  will 
support  you  overwhelmingly.   Speak  for  protecting  the  Front! 

Please  send  us  your  comments  on  the  above  items  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sincerely, 


^z^l^m  9<&?tS^ 


Gene  Sentz 


cc:  Land  Board  Members,  FWP  Commission,  FWP  Region  4  Supervisor,  FWP  Rocky 
Mountain  Front  Crew,  DNRC 


DFWP  Director 
PO  Box  200701 
Helena,  MT  59620 


The  Ecology  Center 

801  Sherwood,  Suite  B 

Missoula,  MT  59802 

(406)  728-5733 


April  7,  1999 


D.N.R.C. 


Dear  Director, 

I  am  writing  regarding  the  proposal  to  allow  oil  and  gas  leasing  in  the  Sun  River  Game  Range 
Wilderness  Management  Area.  This  area  is  known  to  be  one  of  Montana's  most  valuable  wildlife 
management  areas.  The  area  was  created  over  50  years  ago,  and  has  represented  a  long  conservation 
history  to  protect  wildland  values  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  One  of  the  most  important  values  of 
this  area,  is  it's  value  as  a  wintering  range  for  large  mammals.  In  order  to  allow  this  wintering  area  to  be 
the  most  productive,  the  area  is  closed  to  the  public  6  months  of  the  year. 

For  this  and  other  reasons,  it  was  fairly  surprising  to  us  to  receive  the  DNRC  proposal  to  lease 
portions  of  the  Sun  River  WMA  to  oil  and  gas  speculators.  The  lease  would  include  eight  sections 
totaling  1490  acres  of  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  (the  DNRC  pre-sale  application  report  for  the  June  2, 
1999  lease  sale  lists  portions  of  Sections  9,  10, 14,  22,  23,  26,  35,  36  of  T21N,  R8W). 

We  realize  that  the  DNRC  and  the  Land  Board  has  placed  some  rather  strict  stipulations  on  oil 
and  gas  leasing  of  state  lands  in  general  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  Even  so,  we  do  not  feel  that 
these  win  adequately  protect  this  valuable  wildlife  area.  We  also  believe  that  this  is  setting  a  dangerous 
precedent.  By  proposing  leases  within  one  of  the  state's  most  prestigious  and  long-established  natural 
areas,  the  DNRC  is  encouraging  resource  extraction  in  other  protected  areas. 

In  addition,  the  Sun  River  WMA  area  has  increased  wildlife  and  wildland  values  (and  risks) 
associated  with  it  which  add  another  whole  dimension  which  deserves  additional  attention  and 
protection  from  the  state's  public  servants.  We  were  under  the  impression  that  state  lands  in  the 
WMAs  along  the  Front  were  off-limits  to  oil  &  gas  leasing,  though  I  guess  we  were  wrong.    This  is  an 
issue  that  should  be  resolved  immediately,  by  giving  the  Front's  game  ranges  lasting  protection.  We 
believe  that  there  should  be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activity  within  designated  game 
areas. 

The  Ecology  Center  feels  that  it  makes  no  sense  for  DNRC  to  sell  private  property  rights  in  the 
form  of  leases  to  speculators  if  there  is  no  chance  of  those  leases  being  developed.   It  also  makes  no 
sense  for  oil  industry  speculators  to  bid  on  leases  unless  there  is  some  chance  of  developing  their  leases. 

As  you  are  well  aware,  the  present  climate  of  public  sentiment  is  pushing  overwhelmingly  to 
protect  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  from  any  and  all  industrial  development.  It  would  not  be  fair,  both 
to  lease  speculators  and  Montana  citizens,  of  the  DNRC  to  lease  the  Sun  River  WMA,  when  the  State 
knows  full  well  that  any  proposal  by  industry  to  develop  the  area  is  certain  to  unleash  a  storm  of  public 
opposition  and  endless  litigation. 


I 


Remember  the  federal  leases  in  the  Badger-Two  Medicine  area,  which  have  dragged  on  for 
years  without  resolution.  If  the  Forest  Ser\-ice  had  heeded  public  warnings  not  to  lease  in  the  early 
1 980s,  that  agency  would  not  be  faced  with  the  current  dilemma  there. 

The  Ecology  Center  wants  to  emphasize  that  Montana's  premier  WMAs  are  wonhy  of  a  higher 
purpose  than  oil  &  gas  speculation.   Like  the  national  forest  lands,  the  WTvlAs  and  certain  other  state 
lands  along  the  fabulous  Rocky  Mountain  Front  have  inherent  values  far  above  and  beyond  industr3''s 
speculative  gambling  of  a  couple  of  dollars  per  acre  for  a  minute  chance  to  convert  the  state's 
most  prime  wildlife  habitat  into  an  oil  patch. 

Another  point  that  must  be  raised  is  that  the  State  of  Montana  has  withdrawn  the  Sun  River 
Game  Range  before.  In  1956,  the  State  Land  Board  uathdrew  school  lots  on  the  Sun  River  Game 
Range  from  a  pending  oil  &  gas  lease  sale,  at  the  request  of  sportsmen  and  the  Dept  of  Fish  &  Game. 
It's  time  for  the  Land  Board,  DNRC,  and  DFWP  to  do  the  same  thing  again  now. 

The  Ecology  Center  is  adamandy  opposed  to  oil  and  gas  leasing  in  an  area  that  is  as  ecologically 
valuable  as  the  Sun  River  WMA.  Please  reconsider  this  proposal,  and  protect  this  area  once  and  for  all. 

Sincerely, 
Deborah  Kmon 


CC: 

State  Land  Board 
c/o  Secretary  of  State 
PO  Box  202801 
Helena,  MT  59620 


DNRC  Director 
PO  Box  301601 
Helena,  MT  59620 


Sequoyah  Nuclear  Plant  is  located  on  th^Vennessee  River--  • 
18  miles  northeast  of  Chattanooga.  Tennessee.  The  plamhas    ''" 
two  Westinghouse  pressunzed  water  reactors,  each  oSi&ble  - 
of  producing  1 183  megawatts.  At  full  power,  both  uiiiWcan  "  '^' 
produce  enough  electricity  to  supply  475,000  homes  aday 
For  inlonnation.  contact  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority's    '  -     -.. 
Sequoyah  Energy  Connection,  P.O.  Box  2000  Soddy-Oaisy' 
Tennessee  37379.  Telephone  (615)  843-4098,  X    '-l:  ?. 


^, 


oA  -to  — ■ 


Il 


Mason,  Monte 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 


Leslie  Shaw  [LeslieS@bps  k12.mt.us] 

Monday,  April  12,  1999  8:48  AM 

mmason@mt.gov;  mokeefe@mt.gov;  pagraham@mt.gov 

Please  withdraw  stale  school  trust  lands  of  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  (and  other  wildlife 

management 


Please  withdraw  state  school  trust  lands  of  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  (and  other  wildlife  management  areas  alaong  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Front)  from  oil  and  gas  lease  sales    This  is  morally  wrong.  This  is  not  the  reason  the  game  range  was 
set  up  so  many  years  ago    It  will  destroy  the  limited  Winter  range  the  Elk  have.  Please  don't  let  them  do  this! 


J. 


RECEIVED 

APR  1  6  1999 

D.N.R.C.  ^/i^ 
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,ickj  Frev  lioltz 

GiMf^jH,  MT50SJS-0-J11 


Gildford,  Montana  59525 
,_  April  16,  1  999 
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0  &  G  Lease  Sale  Comments 

DNRC 

P.  0.  Box  201601 

Helena,  Montana  59620  -  1601 

Dear  Sir: 

Is  it  the  policy  of  the  DNRC  to  make  money  for  the  State 
School  Trust  Fund  at  any  cost  to  the  surroundings  ? 

I  am  opposed  to  the  sale  of  leases  on  portions  of  Sections 
10,  14,  22,  23,  26,  35,  36  of  T21N,  R8W  or  any  other  sections  in 
this  area. 

This  area  is  a  Wildlife  Management  Area  and  is  considered  so 
sensitive  for  wildlife  that  humans  are  not  allowed  to  enter  the 
area  6  months  out  of  the  year.  The  elk  herds  have  been  declining 
over  the  past  two  years  so  even  hunting  has  been  restricted. 

Now  are  we  supposed  to  say  it's  O.K.  for  gas  and  oil 
companies  to  come  in  and  explore  ?  Who  comes  up  with  these 
crazy  ideas  ?  I  thought  the  C  in  DNRC  stood  for  Conservation, ■ 
(after  this  I  wonder  if  maybe  the  D  doesn't  stand  for  Dumb  !  ) 

This   land  was  set  aside  as  a  Wildlife  Management  Area  -  a 
wintering  ground  for  elk  and  deer  plus  an  area  for  grizzly  and  black 
bears.  Any  type  of  disruption  such  as  that  caused  by  gas  and  oil 
exploration  will  drive  the  wildlife  from  the  area. 

This  premier  wildlife  area  was  purchased  in  1947  by 
ranchers,  conservationists  and  the  Fish  and  Game  tn  prg-^p^fy^ 
the  area  and  its  wildlife  -  not  to  open  it  to  exploration  ! 

I  called  the  office  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  and  found  that  school  funding  comes  from  many  and 
various  sources  -  over  50  and  maybe  more. 

I  called  the  governor's  budget  office  and  asked,  "What 
percentage  of  the  public  schools  funding  comes  from  school 
trust  lands  money  ?"  They  called  me  back  and  told  me  6  percent. 
I  forgot  to  ask  what  percent  of  that  6  percent  came  from  gas 
and  oil  leases  but  it  must  be  very  small  ! 

Is  that  small  amount  worth  the  destruction  of  prime 
wildlife  habitat  and  the  anger  of  many  Montanans  ?  Just  say  "NO" 

to  leasing  in  this  area  ! 

Sincerly ,    ■ 

Mrtl^'Vi'Jk'i  Frevholt:- 


RECElVEu 

APR  1 6  1999 

D.N.RC. 


Gildford,  Montana  59525 
April  16,  1999 


0  &  G  Lease  Sale  Comments 

DNRC 

P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena,    Montana    5<^620-1601 

Dear    Sir: 

Let  me  get  this  straight  -  in  1947  the  ranchers  an.-5  conser- 
vationists formed  the  Sun  River  Conservation  Council  and  helped 
the  state  Fish  and  Game  buy  land  and  created  the  20,000  acre 
Sun  River  Game  Range.  Now  DNRC  is  saying  this  is  theirs  to  open 
to  gas  and  oil  leasing  ? 

I  don't  think  so  !  No  wonder  people  distrust  the  government  ! 
Use  some  common  sense  1 

I  am  opposed  to  the  sale  of  gas  and  oil  leases  anywhere  in 
this  area  ,  (whichis  portions  of  Sections  9,  10,  14,  22,  23,26, 
35,  36  of  T21N,  R8W. ) . 

I  have  seen  what  happened  at  the  Shell  Oil  plant  near 
Pincher  Creek,  ALberta.  What  started  as  one  or  two  roads  became 
a  spider  web  of  roads  crossing  and  crisscrossinq  the  entire  area.  . 
There  is  no  space  that  can  be  considered  a  wild  area.  There  is 
no  room  left  for  wildlife  .  I  saw  no  wildlife  a?  we  drove  the 
roads  examining  the  area.  No  amount  of  money  can  make  up  for  the 
end  of  this  wilderness  area  ! 

When  roads  are  made  through  an  area  it  also  opens  it  up  to 
the  danger  of  weed  infestation.  We  are  already  paying  a  high  price 
in  our  war  on  weeds  without  opening  another  area  to  their  threat. 

The  amount  of  school  funding  derived  from  school  trust  lands 
is  so   small  compared  to  other  funding  sources  that  argument 
that  denying  leases  would  cause  funding  problems  is  ridiculous! 

What  is  ridiculous  is  that  DNRC  would  even  consider  leasing 
this  land   at  any  price  ! 

Sincerly,  ^  ^^ 

Mr.  Merten  Freyholtz 

Box  2 1 1 

Gildford,  Montana  59525 
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I^ECEIVED 

APR  1  5  1999 

D.N.R.C. 


4/13/99 

We  send  our  kids  to  school  to  learn  many  things.  Hopefully  they  learn  how 

we  impact  on  our  environment.  Yet,  some  are  wanting  to  use  oil  and  gas 

leases  to  generate  money  for  schools???    What  are  we  teaching??? 

The  oil  and  gas  industries  do  not  have  a  reputation  as  environmentally 

conscious  companys  .  In  the  past  they  only  seem  to  care  about  the 

environment  when  they  have  had  an  accident  and  someone  or  some 

governmental  entity  legislates  laws  demanding  clean-up.  The  Exon  Valdez 

even  today  continues  to  harm  the  environment  and  life  in  the  area  of  the 

spill. 

I  also  don't  believe  that  the  US  Government  should  lease  out  any  its 

properties  for  any  thing  less  than  what  the  private  market  could  get  out  of 

the  same  piece  of  property. 

If  I  own  a  property  to  sell  or  rent  or  lease  I  know  the  people  presenting 

the  offer.  Yet,    on  public  property  the  Bureau  Chief  says  he  can  withhold 

the  names  of  those  applying  for  leases  from  the  public??? 

Whats  in  it  for  the  Racicot  Administration  to  promote  this  in  the  name  of 

education?  Have  they  ran  out  of  other  options  to  gain  money  for 

education? 

Leave  th.e-^£ky  Mountain  Front  alone! 

Sincerely;  John  Schieffelbein 
#45  Old  Hwy  89 
Fairfield,  Montana  59436 


i 
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LAST  REFUGE 


APR  1  5  1999 

R.C 


LAST  STAND  for  the  LAND 

FO  5ox  6l?l 
&ozcman,  MT^^Z/I 

A  Project   of   the  Native  Forest  Network 

Director,  Montana  Dept.  of  Natural  Resource  Conservation 
PO  Box  301601 
Helena,  mt  59620 

April  12,  1999 
Dear  Director, 

As  you  know,  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area,  aka  the 
"Gaine  Range"  or  "Elk  Pasture",  is  one  of  Montana's  premier  Wildlife 
Management  Areas  (WMAs) .  Its  creation  was  a  landmark  in  a  long  con- 
servation history  to  preserve  wildland  values  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front.  The  Sun  River  Game  Range  was  purchased  in  1947  and  set  aside 
specifically  for  wintering  wildlife.  It  is  considered  so  important 
and  so  sensitive  that  for  six  months  out  of  each  year  it  is  illegal 
for  the  general  public  even  to  set  foot  on  it.  That  is  as  it  should 
be. 

Now  the  Montana  Dept.  of  Natural  Resource  Conservation  (DNRC) 
is  proposing  to  lease  portions  of  eight  sections  totaling  1490 
acres  of  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  to  oil  &  gas  speculators!   Leas- 
ing state  lands  on  the  Front  is  unacceptable.   Especially  on  the 
Sun  River  Game  Range! 

It  is  true  that  the  Land  Board  has  put  in  place  some  rather 
strict  stipulations  on  oil  and  gas  leasing  of  state  lands  in  gen- 
eral along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.   In  fact,  State  Auditor  mark 
O'Keefe  told  me  he  is  "personally  opposed"  to  leasing  of  state 
lands  on  the  Front.   But  by  proposing  leases  within  one  of  the 
state's  most  prestigious  and  long- established  natural  areas,  DNRC 
is  upping  the  ante  considerably.   Leasing  the  Sun  River  WMA  in- 
volves greatly  increased  wildlife  and  wildland  values  (and  risks) . 

To  avoid  public  battles  every  three  months,  the  State  needs  to 
define  a  clear  answer  to  the  leasing  question  —  an  answer  that  will 
give  lasting  protection  to  the  game  ranges  along  the  Front. 


The  following  points  define  our  position,  and  Montanans  need  to 
hear  our  public  servants'  official  positions  on  these:   I  request  a 
reply. 

1.  There  should  be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activ- 
ity occuring  within  designated  game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River 
Game  Range. 

2.  It  makes  no  sense  for  DNRC  to  sell  private  property  rights  in 
the  form  of  leases  to  speculators  if  there  is  no  chance  of  those 
leases  being  developed. 

3.  It  makes  no  sense  for  oil  industry  speculators  to  bid  on  leases 
unless  there  is  some  chance  of  developing  their  leases. 

4.  In  the  present  climate  of  overwhelming  public  sentiment  for  pro- 
tecting the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  from  any  and  all  industrial  devel- 
opment, in  all  fairness  and  honesty  both  to  lease  speculators  and 
to  Montana  citizens,  it  makes  no  sense  for  DNRC  to  lease  the  Sun 
River  WMA,  when  the  State  knows  full  well  that  any  proposal  by  in- 
dustry to  develop  the  area  is  certain  to  unleash  a  storm  of  public 
opposition  and  endless  litigation. 

5.  Surely  Montana's  premier  WMAs  are  worthy  of  a  higher  purpose 
than  oil  &  gas  speculation.  Like  the  national  forest  lands,  the 
WMAs  and  certain  other  state  lands  along  the  fabulous  Rocky  Moun- 
tain Front  have  inherent  values  far  above  and  beyond  industry's 
speculative  gambling  for  a  couple  of  dollars  per  acre  for  a  minute' 
chance  to  convert  the  state's  most  prime  wildlife  habitat  into  a 
greasy  oil  patch. 

6.  The  State  of  Montana  has  withdrawn  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  be- 
fore. The  Land  Board  withdrew  school  lots  on  the  Sun  River  Game 
Range  from  a  pending  oil  &  gas  lease  sale  in  1956,  at  the  request 
of  sportsmen  and  the  Dept .  of  Fish  &  Game.  It's  time  for  the  Land 
Board,  Dl\rRC,  and  DFWP  to  do  the  same  thing  again. 

^or  the  Front, - 


Philip  R.  Knight 
Last  Refuge  Campaign 
Native  Forest  Network 


n 


Larry  M.  Kralj 
210  24"^.  Ave.  So. 
Great  Falls,  Mt.  59405 
J  *.  ,\  '^.j  727-2784 

DNRC  '■    -'XQ 

Director 

P.O.  Box  202801 

Helena,  Mt.  59620 


Dear  Mr.  Clinch, 

It  was  with  disbelief,  anger,  astonishment  and  outrage  that  I  read  in 
the  newspaper  this  morning  that  DNRC  is  considering  selling  oil  leases 
in  the  Sun  River  Wildllife  Management  Area.  What  gives?  It  would  be 
hard  to  imagine  a  more  inappropriate  area  for  this  type  of  activity  to 
occur.    For  crying  out  loud! 

It's  time  to  inject  a  little  common  sense  into  land  use  decisions 
regarding  the  use  of  state  lands. 

If  you  really  need  a  few  extra  bucks  for  school  funding,  please  just 
ask  me.  I,  like  most  Montanans,  would  willingly  pony  up  a  few  extra 
bucks  in  order  to  keep  the  greedy  multinational  oil  companies  from 
devastating  our  last  remaining  wild  places. 

Let  me  remind  you  that  you  people  were  elected  to  do  the  people's 
will.  The  people  have  a  long  tradition  of  working  very  hard  to  protect 
this  area  for  the  benefit  of  all  Montanans. 

It  is  ludicrous  to  try  to  put  a  monetary  value  on  everything,  but  one 
rule  of  economics  does  indeed  apply  to  an  area  such  as  this.  And  that 
rule  is  that  the  more  scarce  a  resource  becomes,  the  more  valuable  it 
becomes.  Therefore,  the  investment  value  of  the  Sun  River  WMA  only 
continues  to  grow  exponentially.  Do  we  really  want  to  sell  it  now  for  a 
fraction  of  what  it  could  be  worth  some  day?  I  say  think  to  the  longterm 
investment  potential  and  simply  allow  this  area  to  continue  to  accrue 
worth.  And  it  will  do  so  as  long  as  it  stays  in  it  present  form. 
I  beg  you  do  the  right  thing  as  human  beings  and  acknowledge  your 


■ 
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responsibility  to  leave  future  generations  something  far  more  valuable 
than  a  few  quick  bucks.  Leave  them  the  gift  of  wild  lands,  something 
that  can't  be  replaced. 

Also,  I  would  be  very  interested  in  reading  a  copy  of  the  EA.  Could 
you  please  send  me  a  copy  so  that  I  can  educate  myself  to  the  fullest 
possible  extent  to  fight  this  insane  proposal.  Thanks. 


Sincerely, 


Larry  M.  Kralj 


I 
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Aprils,  1999 

APR  1  2  iS99 
DNTRC  Director  ^  ,    \  i   jq  f  ^ 

PO  Box  301601  ''■  '   ■       """^    ' 

Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  DNRC  Director: 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  Montana  state  lands  in  the  WMAs  along  the  Front  were  off-limits 
to  oil  &  gas  leasing.  I  am  deeply  disappointed  to  learn  that  this  may  not  be  the  case  at  all.  I  am 
writing  from  out  of  state  because  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  belongs  to  ALL  Americans,  not  just 
to  Montanans.  It  is  important  to  people  from  many  places  around  the  Nation  and  even  from  other 
nations  who  care  deeply  that  the  pristine  and  wilderness  qualities  of  the  Front  are  protected  for 
future  generations.  I  am  one  of  those  people  that  it  is  important  to. 

People  who  have  seen  this  area  are  deeply  impressed  and  they  should  not  be  expected  to  stay  in 
their  own  states  and  not  care  about  what  happens  to  Rocky  Mountain  Front  area  just  because  they 
do  not  live  there.  It  is  hard  for  some  people  to  believe  that  we  do  not  live  in  a  vacuum  and  that 
what  happens  anywhere  in  the  Nation,  or  in  the  world,  for  that  matter,  affects  everyone  else. 
REAL  people  with  REAL  feelings  value  this  area  for  its  scenic  beauty,  its  wilderness  qualities, 
and  its  diverse  wildlife.  Some  of  these  people  come  from  other  states  but  Montana,  but  many  of 
my  friends  in  Montana  also  care  deeply  that  this  area  is  preserved. 

To  avoid  public  battles  every  three  months,  the  State  needs  to  define  a  clear  answer  to  the  leasing 
question  --  an  answer  that  will  give  lasting  protection  to  the  game  ranges  along  the  Front. 

I  support  the  following  position  concerning  the  front,  and  Montanans,  as  well  as  other  concerned 
Americans,  need  to  hear  our  public  servants'  official  comments  on  these  points  in  the  position: 

1 .  There  should  be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activity  occurring  within  designated 
game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  Game  Range. 

2.  It  makes  no  sense  for  DNRC  to  sell  private  property  rights  in  the  form  of  leases  to  speculators 
if  there  is  no  chance  of  those  leases  being  developed. 

3.  It  makes  no  sense  for  oil  industry  speculators  to  bid  on  leases  unless  there  is  some  chance  of 
developing  their  leases. 

4.  In  the  present  climate  of  overwhelming  public  sentiment  for  protecting  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front  from  any  and  all  industrial  development,  in  all  fairness  and  honesty,  both  to  lease 
speculators  and  to  Montana  citizens  (and  others  who  value  and  visit  this  area),  it  makes  no  sense 
for  DNRC  to  lease  the  Sun  River  WMA,  when  the  State  knows  flill  well  that  any  proposal  by 
industry  to  develop  the  area  is  certain  to  unleash  a  storm  of  public  opposition  and  endless 
litigation. 


Page  2  --  April  5,  1999  --  What  You  Should  Know  Before  You  Lease  The  Front 

(In  a  similar  situation,  federal  leases  in  the  Badger-Two  Medicine  area  have  dragged  on  for  years 
without  resolution.   If  the  Forest  Service  had  heeded  public  warnings  not  to  lease  in  the  early 
1980s,  that  agency  would  not  be  faced  with  the  current  dilemma  there.  Gloria  Flora  recognized 
this  and  said  NO  to  any  new  leases  on  national  forest  lands  along  the  Front.  Although  Montana 
citizens  got  no  official  help  from  the  governor's  office,  a  huge  public  majority  supports  Flora's 
decision.)  And  some  of  that  public  majority  comes  from  out  of  state,  as  it  should,  because  this 
area  belongs  to  ALL  Americans  who  have  a  right  to  value  the  area  for  the  excellent  part  of  nature 
and  creation  that  it  is. 

5.  Surely  Montana's  premier  WMAs  are  worthy  of  a  higher  purpose  than  oil  &  gas  speculation. 
Like  the  national  forest  lands,  the  WMAs  and  certain  other  state  lands  along  the  fabulous  Rocky 
Mountain  Front  have  inherent  values  far  above  and  beyond  industry's  speculative  gambling  of  a 
couple  of  dollars  per  acre  for  a  minute  chance  to  convert  the  state's  most  prime  wildlife  habitat 
into  an  oil  patch. 

6.  The  State  of  Montana  has  withdrawn  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  before.  The  Land  Board 
withdrew  school  lots  on  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  from  a  pending  oil  &  gas  lease  sale  in  1956, 
at  the  request  of  sportsmen  and  the  Dept  of  Fish  &  Game.  It's  time  for  the  Land  Board,  DNRC, 
and  DFWT  to  do  the  same  thing  again  now. 

Sincerely, 

Marilyn  Dinger  ^ 

164  North  650  East 
KaysviUe,  UT  84037 
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Mason,  Monte 


From:  Lance01sen@aol  com 

Sent:  Friday,  April  16,  1999  8:09  AM 

To:  mokeefe@mt.gov 

Cc:  mcooney@mt.gov;  nkeenan@mt.govi  jmazurek@mt.gov;  pagraham@mt.gov; 

mmason@mt.gov;  friends@3rivers  net;  bob@forestry.umt.edu;  billpoll@3rivers.net; 

Hgmnude@aol.com;  ac@wildrockies.org;  WilderLou@aol.com;  wve@wildrockies.org; 

manning@pacifier.net 
Subject:  Sun  River  WMA 

MEMO 

To:  Land  Board,  FWP,  and  DNRC  officials,  State  of  Montana 

From:  Lance  Olsen 

Subject;  Proposed  oil/gas  leasing.  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area. 

Date;  April  16,  1999 

Sirs,  Madam;  My  name  is  Lance  Olsen  I  am  a  native  of  Montana,  with  roots 
here  since  my  maternal  great-grandparents  married  in  Great  Falls  in  1896.  I 
have  some  familiarity  with  wildlife  and  related  issues  in  the  state.  One  of 
my  uncles,  the  late  Dick  Ekert,  a  wheat  farmer  from  Power,  was  at  one  time 
involved  deeply  in  the  Cascade  County  Wildlife  Association  --  a  group 
comprised  largely  of  elk  hunters  concerned  about  the  Sun  River  elk  herd.  I 
have  served  on  the  council  of  the  Montana  Wilderness  Association  and  was 
among  the  many  people  who  started  the  Bob  Marshall  Alliance.  1  was  president 
of  the  Great  Falls  based  Wildlands  and  Resources  Association,  which  put 
opposition  to  oil-gas  activity  on  the  East  Rocky  Mountain  Front  at  the  top  of 
its  list  of  priorities.  For  ten  years  1982-1992  I  was  president  of  the  Great 
Bear  Foundation,  and  am  the  author  of  a  field  guide  to  grizzly  bears.  I  have 
written  scores  of  articles  on  conservation,  and  on  conservation  economics, 
including  a  20  page  special  edition  newspaper  devoted  entirely  to  wildlife 
conservation  in  the  world's  changing  economic  order.  1  am  currently  at  work 
on  a  couple  books,  one  of  which  is  devoted  to  wildlife/wilderness  politics.  1 
am  currently  living  near  Glendive,  where  farmers  and  ranchers  of  the  Dawson 
Resource  Council,  an  affiliate  of  the  Northern  Plains  Resource  Council,  are 
facing  similar  pressure  to  admit  oil-gas  activity  into  Makoshika  State  Park. 

I  have  acquired  some  familiarity  with  issues  pertinent  to  your  decision.  My 
comments  below  are  based  on  this  history. 

To  permit  oil-gas  leasing  on  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  would  be 
to  overturn  a  longstanding  local  tradition.  For  example,  in  Harold  Picton's 
Saga  of  the  Sun,  a  publication  of  Montana's  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks,  you  will  find  that  locals  successfully  rejected  plans  to  locate  a 
nuclear  missile  site  on  the  Sun  River  WMA.  And,  as  you  must  know  already,  it 
was  via  the  work  of  local  ranchers  and  conservationists  that  the  WMA  came  to 
existence  in  the  first  place  These  local  traditions  and  values  have  a 
priceless  place  in  Montana,  are  under  pressure  of  many  kinds,  and  need  to  be 
cherished  as  bulwarks  in  an  uncertain  world  They  are  part  and  parcel  of 
everything  we  would  include  in  the  history  and  economy  of  Montana 

The  adequate,  competent,  professional,  and  complete  cost-benefit  analysis  for 
permit  of  oil-gas  leases  on  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  has  not 
been  done  The  land  there  is,  in  its  current  condition,  an  important  economic 
asset,  as  is  the  entire  Rocky  Mountain  Front  of  which  it  is  part. 

There  is  a  realistic  way  to  evaluate  the  economic  worth  of  this  region  It  is 
a  method  of  longstanding  good  repute,  and  widespread  applications  throughout 
the  financial  world  It  does  not  require  inventing  some  new  scheme.  It  is  a 
conservative  measure,  one  that  any  prudent  homeowner  will  have  experienced 
firsthand 
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When  insuring  a  honne  against  losses,  the  value  of  honne  must  first  be 
determined  Prudent  homeowners  are  cautioned  to  insure  for  replacement  value, 
or  the  cost  of  replacing  the  home,  by  building  another  one  exactly  like  it. 
This  is  the  conservative  course  recommended  for  homes  and  for  business 
structures:  it  is  an  equally  prudent  and  responsible  way  to  determine 
economic  value  that  must  be  considered  for  an  economic  asset  like  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Front,  or  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area, 

These  areas  are,  in  the  strictest  definition  of  the  word,  precious.  And 
Montanans  in  the  area  have  known  this  for  long  before  the  age  of  cost-benefit 
analysis.  These  strong  local  traditions  and  values  are  also  precious,  and 
worth  preserving  against  the  pressures  of  an  encroaching  world. 

I  have  neglected  to  mention  several  other  key  points  because  I  know  that 

others  will  also  raise  them,  and  will  be  doing  a  fine  job  of  stating  them. 
Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  comment  on  this  matter  of  such  value  and 
importance  to  Montana. 

Lance 


■ 
■ 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Gene  and  Linda  Sentz  [friends@3rivers.net]  ■ 

Sent:  Friday,  April  16,  1999  12:13  AM 

To:  mmason@mf.gov 

Subject:  If  you  must  lease,  allow  only  No  Surface  Occupancy,  No  Exceptions,  on  Sun  River  WMA, 

Rocky  Mtn  Front 

Dear  DNRC  MMB  Chief  Monte  Mason: 

Subject:  Proposed  oil  &  gas  leases  on  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management 
Area,  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  Bob  Marshall  Ecosystem 

The  State  of  Montana  proposes  to  lease  portions  of  eight  sections 
totaling  1490  acres  of  the  Sun  River  WMA  to  oil  &  gas  speculators. 

Comment  deadline:  April  23,  1999 

We  request  that  our  opinion  be  made  part  of  the  public  comment  record. 

WE  ARE  CONCERNED  ABOUT  POTENTIAL  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT  IN  SPECIAL 
WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREAS  LIKE  THE  SUN  RIVER  GAME  RANGE. 

1 .  If  leases  must  be  sold,  the  ONLY  leases  allowed  within  special 
natural  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  should  be 
NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO  EXCEPTIONS 

2.  There  should  be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activity 
occurring  within  designated  game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 
Management  Area. 

3.  We  thank  the  Land  Board  for  placing  special  stipulations  for  leasing 
state  lands  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  in  the  past.  But  proposing 
leases  within  the  state's  most  prestigious  and  long-established  natural 
areas  deserves  more  attention  and  protection  from  the  State.  The 
special  wildlife  and  wildland  values  (and  risks)  associated  with  the  Sun 
River  WMA  are  an  added  dimension. 

4.  There  is  ovenwhelming  public  sentiment  to  protect  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front  from  any  and  all  industrial  activity. 

5.  It  makes  no  sense  for  the  State  to  commit  the  Sun  River  WMA  for 
development.  Any  proposal  to  develop  the  area  is  certain  to  ignite  a 
firestorm  of  public  opposition  and  endless  litigation. 

(In  a  similar  situation,  federal  leases  in  the  Badger-Two  Medicine  area 
have  dragged  on  for  years  without  resolution.  If  the  Forest  Service  had 
heeded  public  warnings  not  to  lease  in  the  early  1980s,  that  agency 
would  not  be  faced  with  the  current  dilemma  there.  Gloria  Flora 
recognized  this  and  said  "NO"  to  new  leases  on  national  forest  lands 
along  the  Front,  including  previously  leased  lands  on  which  leases  had 
expired.  Although  Montana  citizens  got  no  official  help  from  the 
governor's  office,  a  large  majority  of  the  public  supports  Flora's 
decision.) 

6    Montana's  premier  WMAs  are  worthy  of  a  higher  purpose  than 
oil  &  gas  speculation.  Like  the  national  forest  lands,  the  WMAs  and 
certain  other  state  lands  along  the  fabulous  Rocky  Mountain  Front  have 
inherent  values  far  above  and  beyond  industry's  speculation  on  a  minute 
chance  to  convert  the  State's  most  prime  wildlife  habitat  into  an  oil 
patch. 
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7.  Federal  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  were  withdrawn,  or 
placed  in  "excluded"  status,  by  the  Department  of  Interior. 

8.  State  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  have  been  withdrawn  from 
oil  &  gas  lease  sales  in  the  past.  The  Land  Board  withdrew  school  lots 

on  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  from  a  pending  oil  &  gas  lease  sale  in  1956, 
at  the  request  of  sportsmen  and  the  Dept  of  Fish  &  Game. 

9.  The  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area,  a.k.a.  the  "Game  Range"  or 
"Elk  Pasture"  is  one  of  Montana's  premier  Wildlife  Management  Areas. 

Its  creation  was  a  landmark  in  a  long  conservation  history  to  preserve 
wildland  values  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front/Bob  Marshall  Ecosystem.  The 
Sun  River  Game  Range  was  purchased  in  1947  and  set  aside  specifically 
for  wintering  wildlife.  It  is  considered  so  important  and  so  sensitive 
that  for  six  months  out  of  each  year  it  is  illegal  for  the  general 
public  even  to  set  foot  on  it. 

10.  Many  citizens  have  the  impression  that  state  lands  in  the  WMAs 
along  the  Front  are  off-limits  to  oil  &  gas  leasing.  To  avoid  public 
battles  every  three  months,  the  State  needs  to  define  a  clear  answer  to 
the  leasing  question  --  an  answer  that  will  give  lasting  protection  to 

the  game  ranges  along  the  Front. 

We  URGE  the  STATE  of  Montana  to  allow  NO  DEVELOPMENT  such  as  OIL  &  GAS 
on  Rocky  Mountain  Front  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREAS  such  as  the  Sun  River 
Game  Range.  The  ONLY  leases  allowed  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO 
EXCEPTIONS. 


from: 

Gene  &  Linda  Sentz 

FRIENDS  OF  THE  ROCKY  MOUNTAIN  FRONT 

PO  BOX  763  (406)  466-2750 

CHOTEAU,  MONTANA  59422 

mailto;friends@3rivers.net 
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Mason,  Monte 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 


WLFLDY74@aol.com 

Friday,  April  16,  1999  2:31  PM 

mmason@mt.gov 

NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY, 


NO  EXCEPTIONS. 


The  State  of  Montana  proposes  to  lease  portions  of  eight  sections 
totaling  1490  acres  of  the  Sun  River  WMA  to  oil  &  gas  speculators. 

1    The  ONLY  leases  allowed  within  special  natural  areas  such  as  the  Sun 
River  Wildlife  Management  Area  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO 
EXCEPTIONS. 


2.  There  should  be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activity 
occurring  within  designated  game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 
Management  Area. 

The  ONLY  leases  allowed  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 
Dian  L  Teschke 


■ 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  Marilyndin@aol.com 

Sent:  Friday,  ApriM6,  1999  5:47  PM 

To:  mmason@mt.gov 

Subject:  Please,  No  Industrial  Development  In  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area! 

To:  Monte  Mason,  Department  of  Natural  Resources  &  Conservation  (DNRC) 

Dear  Mr.  Mason; 

1  am  deeply  concerned  about  POTENTIAL  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT  IN  SPECIAL 
WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREAS  LIKE  THE  SUN  RIVER  WMA  And  I  request  that  my 
opinion  be  made  part  of  the  public  comment  record    I  understand  that  the 
State  of  Montana  proposes  to  lease  portions  of  eight  sections  totaling  1490 
acres  of  the  Sun  River  WMA  to  oil  and  gas  speculators.  I  am  deeply  disturbed 
and  disappointed  to  learn  of  this  proposal.   PLEASE  be  aware  of  what  the 
facts  are  below,  and  PLEASE  seriously  consider  the  importance  these  facts  and 
what  they  mean  to  a  lot  of  REAL  people  before  any  final  decisions  are  made: 

1.  The  ONLY  leases  allowed  within  special  natural  areas  such  as  the  Sun 
River  Wildlife  Management  Area  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

2.  There  should  be  NO  POSSIBILITY  of  industrial  development  activity 
occurring  within  designated  game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 
Management  Area, 

3  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Land  Board  for  placing  special  stipulations  for 
leasing  state  lands  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  in  the  past.  Proposing 
leases  within  the  state's  most  prestigious  and  long-established  natural  areas 
DESERVES  MORE  attention  and  protection  from  the  State.  The  special  wildlife 
and  wildland  values  (and  risks)  associated  with  the  Sun  River  WMA  are  an 
added  dimension. 

4.  There  is  OVERWHELMING  PUBLIC  SENTIMENT  to  protect  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front  from  any  and  all  industrial  activity     I  add  my  voice  to  that  public 
sentiment' 

5.  It  makes  NO  SENSE  for  the  State  to  commit  the  Sun  River  WMA  for 
development.  Any  proposal  to  develop  the  area  is  certain  to  ignite  a 
firestorm  of  public  opposition  and  endless  litigation.  (In  a  similar 
situation,  federal  leases  in  the  Badger-Two  Medicine  area  have  dragged  on  for 
years  without  resolution.  If  the  Forest  Service  had  heeded  public  warnings 
not  to  lease  in  the  early  1980s,  that  agency  would  not  be  faced  with  the 
current  dilemma  there    Gloria  Flora  recognized  this  and  said  "NO"  to  new 
leases  on  national  forest  lands  along  the  Front,  including  previously  leased 
lands  on  which  leases  had  expired.  Although  Montana  citizens  got  no  official 
help  from  the  governor's  office,  a  large  majority  of  the  public  supports 
Flora's  decision  )  The  same  should  be  done  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 
Management  Area 

6    Montana's  premier  WMAs  are  worthy  of  a  higher  purpose  than  oil  &  gas 
speculation.  Like  the  national  forest  lands,  the  WMAs  and  certain  other 
state  lands  along  the  fabulous  Rocky  Mountain  Front  have  inherent  values  far 
above  and  beyond  industry's  speculation  on  a  minute  chance  to  convert  the 
State's  most  prime  wildlife  habitat  into  an  oil  patch  These  greater  inherent 
values  and  resources  include  healing  memories  of  an  unspoiled  wild  area  that 
we  can  share  with  posterity  and  future  generations,  better  mental  and 
spiritual  health  of  individuals  -  thus  better  family  health  and  social  heath 
that  in  turn  produces  better  National  health,  a  spiritual  sanctuary  for  many 
people  including  Native  Americans,  a  sanctuary  for  wildlife  and  a  wild 
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heritage  that  was  present  at  the  time  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition  that 
can  be  shared  with  school  children  and  with  the  Nation  at  the  time  of  that 
Bicentennial  and  beyond, 

7.  Federal  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  were  withdrawn,  or  placed  in 
"excluded"  status,  by  the  Department  of  Interior. 

8.  State  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  have  been  withdrawn  from  oil  & 
gas  lease  sales  in  the  past.  The  Land  Board  withdrew  school  lots  on  the  Sun 
River  Game  Range  from  a  pending  oil  &  gas  lease  sale  in  1956,  at  the  request 
of  sportsmen  and  the  Department  of  Fish  &  Game. 

9.  The  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area,  called  the  "Game  Range"  or  "Elk 
Pasture"  is  one  of  Montana's  premier  Wildlife  Management  Areas.  Its  creation 
was  a  landmark  in  a  long  conservation  history  to  preserve  wildland  values  of 

the  Rocky  Mountain  Front/Bob  Marshall  Ecosystem.  The  Sun  River  Game  Range 

was  purchased  in  1 947  and  set  aside  specifically  for  wintering  wildlife.  It 

IS  considered  so  important  and  so  sensitive  that  for  six  months  out  of  each 

year  it  is  illegal  for  the  general  public  even  to  set  foot  on  it.  Places  such 

as  these  along  the  Front  and  other  wildlands  that  were  believed  to  be  sacred 

(important  and  sensitive)  in  the  past  and  have  been  designated  as  such  should 

remain  so  and  be  considered  sacred  in  perpetuity. 

10.  Many  citizens  have  the  impression  that  state  lands  in  the  WMAs  along  the 
Front  are  off-limits  to  oil  &  gas  leasing.  And  many  citizens  would  be 
disappointed  if  it  should  be  the  case  that  this  has  changed.  To  avoid  public 
battles  every  three  months,  the  State  needs  to  define  a  CLEAR  ANSWER  to  the 
leasing  question  --  an  answer  that  will  give  lasting  protection  to  the  game 
ranges  along  the  Front  This  lasting  protection  IS  and  was,  from  the 
beginning,  meant  to  be. 

I  a  caring  and  responsible  citizen  do  therefore  URGE  the  STATE  of  MONTANA  to 
allow  NO  DEVELOPMENT  such  as  OIL  &  GAS  on  Rocky  Mountain  Front  WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT  AREAS.  The  ONLY  leases  allowed  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY 
with  NO  EXCEPTIONS! 

Sincerely, 

Marilyn  Dinger 
164  North  650  East 
Kaysville,  UT  84037 


Mason,  Monte 


From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Cc: 

Subject: 


NelsonMst3@aol.com 

Saturday,  April  17,  1999  10:28  AM 

mokeefe@mt.gov;  mcooney@mt.gov;  nkeenan@mt.gov 

jmazurek@mt.gov;  pagraham@mt.gov;  mmason@mt.gov 

STOP  DESTROYING  THE  SUN  RIVER  WILDLIFE  MANAGEMENT  AREA!!!!! 


My  name  is  Alex  Semchuck. 

You  cannot  develop  industries  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area 

Here  are  some  big  reasons  why,  and  you'd  better  read  them  all: 

1  The  ONLY  leases  allowed  within  special  natural  areas  such  as  the  Sun 
River  Wildlife  Management  Area  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO 
EXCEPTIONS. 

2  There  should  be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activity 
occurring  within  designated  game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 
Management  Area. 

3.  ALL  citizens  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Area  will  protect  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front  of  ANY  and  ALL  Industrial  Activities' 

4  If  you  make  and  industrial  area  out  of  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management 
Area,  there  will  be  a  firestorm  of  public  opposition 

5  Federal  Mineral  Rights  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  were  WITHDRAWN  by  the 
Department  of  Interior. 

6.  The  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  is  one  of  Montana's  Premier 
Wildlife  Management  Areas,  It  is  so  importanat  to  the  ecosystem,  and  so 
important,  that  for  six  months  out  of  the  year  it  is  ILLEGAL  for  the  general 
public  to  set  foot  on  it. 

You  cannot  develop  oil  and  gas  industries  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  Areas! 
The  ONLY  LEASES  allowed  should  be: 
NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO 
EXCEPTIONS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

The  public  will  battle  you  to  the  end! 
You  cannot  do  this!  We  will  fight! 


NelsonMst3, 

1  of  thousands  of  people  that  will  prevent  destroying  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 

Management  Area. 
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Alliaiiee  for  the 

PO  Box  873 1  •  Missoula,  Montana  •  59807 
Ph:  406-72 1  -5420  •  Fax:  406-72 1  -99 1 7 


April    16.    1999 

Pat  Graham 
DFWP  Director 
PO  Box  200701 
Helena.  MT  59620 


Greeti  n2S, 


Hi  Id  Rockies 

Web:  http://www.wildrockies  org/awr 
Email:  awr@wrldrockies.org 


Slate  Land  Board 
c/o  Secretary  of  State 
PO  Box  202801 
Helena.  MT  59620 


Monte  Mason 
MMB.  DNRC 
PO  Box  201601 
Helena.  MT  59620 


O 


%o 


<^. 


I    am    v-riting   on    behalf  of   the    Alliance    for   the   Wild    Rockies    to   express    the    following   concerns    and 
suggestions    with    regard    to    the    proposed    oil    &    gas    leases    on    Sun    River    Wildlife    Management 
.■\rea.    Rocky    Mountain    Front,    Bob    Marshall    Ecosystem.    Please    take    these    comments    into 
consioderation    and    add    them    to    any    prior    comments    we    have    submitted    on    this    subject. 

The    State    of   Montana   proposes    to    lease    portions    of   eight   sections   totaling    1490    acres    of   the    Sun 
Ri\er   WM.-\    to    oil    &    gas    speculators.    We    ask    that    you    incorporate    the    follwoing    into    your    decision: 

1  The  ONLY  leases  allowed  uithiii  special  natural  areas  such  as  the  Sun 
Ri\er  Wildlife  Management  Area  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY.  NO 
F.XCEPTIONS 

2  There    should    be    no    possibility    of   industrial    development    activity 
occurring    within    designated    game    areas    such    as    the    Sun    River    Wildlife 
Management     .Area. 

^        Thank    the    Land    Board    for    placing    special    stipulations    for    leasing 
state    lands    along    the    Rocky    Mountain    Front    in    the    past.      But    tell    them 
that    proposing    leases    within     the    states    most    prestigious    and 
long-established     natural     areas    deserves     more     attention     and     protection 
from    the    State.      The    special    wildlife    and    wildland    values    (and    risks) 
associated    with    the    Sun    River   WMA    are    an    added    dimension. 

4        There    is    overwhelming    public    sentiment    to    protect    the    Rocky    Mountain 
Front    from    any    and    all    industrial    activity 

-^       It   makes   no   sense  for  the  State   to  commit  the   Sun   River  WMA   for 
development.      Any    proposal    to   develop   the    area    is    certain    to    ignite    a 
firestorm    of    public    opposition    and    endless    litigation. 
(In    a    similar    situation,    federal    leases    in    the    Badger-Two    Medicine    area 
have    dragged    on    for    years    without    resolution.       if   the    Forest    Service    had 
heeded    public    warnings    not    to    lease    in    the    early     19S0s,    that    agency 
would    not   be    faced    with    the   current    dilemina    there.      Gloria    Flora 
recognized    this    and    said    "NO"    to    new    leases    on    national    forest    lands 
along    the    Front,    including    previously    leased    lands    on    which    leases    had 
expired.       Although    Montana    citizens    got    no    official    help    from    the 
governor's    office,    a    large    ma|orit\     of    the    |niblic    supports    Flora's 
decision    ) 


('        Montana's    premier    WMAs    are    worths     of    a    higher    puriiose    than 


Missoula  Office: 

80 ID  Sherwood  St  •  Missoul.i.MT  •  59802 
406-721-5420  •  awr@wildrockies  org 


Boise  Office: 

1714  Heron  •  Boise.  Idaho  •  83702 
208-386-9014  •  wildrockles@lesbois.com 


Ecosystem  Defense  Program 

406-542-0050 
awr-defense@wildrockies.org 
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oil    &    gas    speculation.       Like    tlic    national    forest    lands,    the    WMAs    and 
certain    other    state    lands    along    the    fabulous    Rocky    Mountain    Front    have 
inherent    values    far    above    and    beyond    industry's    speculation    on    a    minute 
chance    to    convert    the    Slate's    most    prime    wildlife    habitat    into    an    oil 
patch. 

7.  Federal    mineral    rights    on    the    Sun    River   WMA    were    withdrawn,    or 
placed    in     "excluded"    status,    by    the    Department    of    Interior. 

8.  State    mineral    rights    on    the    Sun    River   WMA    ha\e    been    withdrawn    from 
oil   &   gas    lease    sales    in   the   past.      The    Land    Board   withdrew   school    lots 

on   the   Sun   Ri\er  Game   Range   from   a   pending   oil   &   gas   lease   sale   in    1956, 
at   the   request    of  sportsmen    and    the    Dept    of  Fish    &    Game. 

9.  The   Sun   River  Wildlife   Management   Area,   a.k.a.   the   "Game  Range""   or 
"Elk    Pasture"    is    one    of   Montana's    premier   Wildlife    Management    Areas. 
Its    creation    was    a    landmark    in    a    long    conservation    history    to    preserve 
wildland    values    of   the    Rocky    Mountain    Front/Bob    Marshall    Ecosystem.       The 
Sun    River   Game    Range    was    purchased    in    1947    and    set    aside    specifically 

for    wintering    wildlife.       It    is    considered    so    important    and    so    sensitive 
that    for   six    months    out    of  each   year   it   is    illegal    for   the    general 
public   even   to   set   foot   on   it. 

10       Many    citizens    have    the    impression    that   state    lands    in    the    WMAs 
along   the   Front   are   off-limits   to   oil   &   gas   leasing.      To   avoid   public 
battles    every    three    months,    the    State    needs    to    define    a    clear   answer    to 
the    leasing    question    --    an    answer    that    will    give    lasting    protection    to 
the    game    ransjes    alone    the    Front. 


Thank    you    for    your    time 
Verv    Trulv    Yours, 


Michael    Wood 

Ecosystem    Defense    Program    Director 


■ 
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Mason,  Monte 


From:      Frank  Slider  [sliderf@ovis.net] 

Sent:        Saturday,  April  17,  1999  2:32  PM 

To:  mmason@mt.gov 

Subject:  Oil  and  gas  leases  in  the  Sun  River  WMA 


Dear  Mr.  Mason: 

As  a  frequent  visitor  to  your  wonderful  state  for  the  purposes  of  iiunting  and  fishing  I  am 
very  concerned  about  the  proposal  to  lease  portions  of  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management 
Area  to  oil  and  gas  speculators.  The  following  are  my  scoping  comments  on  the  proposed 
leases: 

(1 )  The  only  leases  that  should  be  allowed  within  special  natural  areas  such  as  the  Sun 
River  WMA  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

(2)  There  should  be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activity  occurring  within 
designated  game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  WMA. 

(3)  There  is  overwhelming  public  sentiment  to  protect  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  from  any 
and  all  industrial  activity. 

(4)  It  makes  no  sense  for  the  state  of  Montana  to  commit  the  Sun  River  WMA  for 
development.  Any  proposal  to  develop  the  area  is  certain  to  ignite  a  firestorm  of  public 
opposition  and  endless  litigation. 

(5)  Montana's  premier  WMAs  are  worthy  of  a  higher  purpose  than  oil  and  gas  speculation. 
Like  national  forest  lands,  the  WMAs  and  other  state  lands  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front 
have  inherent  values  far  above  and  beyond  industrial  speculation  and  the  minute  chance  of 
converting  Montana's  most  prime  wildlife  habitat  into  a  oil  patch. 

(6)  Federal  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  were  withdrawn  or  placed  in  "excluded" 
status  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

(7)  State  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  have  been  withdrawn  from  oil  and  gas  lease 
sales  in  the  past.  The  Land  Board  withdrew  school  lots  on  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  from 
a  pending  oil  and  gas  lease  sale  in  1956,  at  the  request  of  sportsmen  and  the  Dept.of  Fish 
and  Game. 

(8)  The  Sun  River  WMA  is  one  of  Montana's  premier  Wildlife  Management  Areas  with  a 
long  history  of  conservation  and  wilderness  values.  It  is  considered  so  important  and 
sensitive  that  for  six  months  out  of  each  year  it  is  illegal  for  the  general  public  to  even  set 
foot  in  the  WMA. 
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Sincerely, 

Mr.  Francis  D.  Slider 
Rt  1  Box  163-A2 
Middlebourne,  WV  26149 


4/22/99 
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Mason,  Monte 


From:  David  and  Kathy  Richmond  [ssprings@cyberhighway.net] 

Sent:  Saturday,  Apnl  1 7,  1 999  11 :34  AM 

To:  mokeefe@mt.gov 

Cc:  mcooney@mt.gov;  nkeenan@mt,gov;  jmazurek@mt.gov;  pagraham@mt.gov; 

mmason@mt.gov 
Subject:  Proposed  oil  and  gas  leasees  on  the  Front 

April  17,  1999 

Subject:  Oppose  Proposed  Oil  and  Gas  Leases  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front 

Dear  Sir: 

We  would  like  to  express  our  concerns  about  the  potential  industnal 
development  in  special  wildlife  management  areas  like  the  Sun  River  WMA. 
Please  consider  these  issues: 

1    The  ONLY  leases  allowed  within  special  natural  areas  such  as  the  Sun 
River  Wildlife  Management  Area  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO 
EXCEPTIONS 

2.  There  should  be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activity 
occurring  within  designated  game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 
Management  Area. 

3  Thank  you  for  placing  special  stipulations  for  leasing  state  lands  along 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  in  the  past.   Proposing  leases  within  the  state's 
most  prestigious  and  long-established  natural  areas  deserves  more  attention 
and  protection  from  the  State.  The  special  wildlife  and  wildland  values 

(and  risks)  associated  with  the  Sun  River  WMA  are  an  added  dimension. 

4  There  is  ovenA-helming  public  sentiment  to  protect  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front  from  any  and  all  industrial  activity. 

5.  It  makes  no  sense  for  the  State  to  commit  the  Sun  River  WMA  for 
development.  Any  proposal  to  develop  the  area  is  certain  to  ignite  a 
firestorm  of  public  opposition  and  endless  litigation. 
(In  a  similar  situation,  federal  leases  in  the  Badger-Two  Medicine  area 
have  dragged  on  for  years  without  resolution.   If  the  Forest  Service  had 
heeded  public  warnings  not  to  lease  in  the  early  1980s,  that  agency 
would  not  be  faced  with  the  current  dilemma  there.  Gloria  Flora 
recognized  this  and  said  "NO"  to  new  leases  on  national  forest  lands 
along  the  Front,  including  previously  leased  lands  on  which  leases  had 
expired    Although  Montana  citizens  got  no  official  help  from  the 
governor's  office,  a  large  majority  of  the  public  supports  Flora's 
decision  ) 

6  Montana's  premier  WMAs  are  worthy  of  a  higher  purpose  than 
oil  &  gas  speculation.  Like  the  national  forest  lands,  the  WMAs  and 
certain  other  state  lands  along  the  fabulous  Rocky  Mountain  Front  have 
inherent  values  far  above  and  beyond  industry's  speculation  on  a  minute 
chance  to  convert  the  State's  most  prime  wildlife  habitat  into  an  oil 
patch. 

7  Federal  mineral  nghts  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  were  withdrawn,  or 
placed  in  "excluded"  status,  by  the  Department  of  Interior 

8  State  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  have  been  withdrawn  from 
oil  &  gas  lease  sales  in  the  past.  The  Land  Board  withdrew  school  lots 


IhLt  for  six  months  out  of  each  year  ,t  .s  .Hegal  for  the  general 
public  even  to  set  foot  on  it. 

,0    Man,  Citizens  ^a»Vtr"  Mas'elJt  To?»SdTu^r^ 
along  the  Front  are  ""''"f '°  °"  ^^^eSo  del  ne  a  clear  answer  lo 
Sras1nr.-Sron™":=a:s:lr'rat  wJ^lve  .as„ng  protection  to 

the  game  ranges  along  the  Front. 

we  strongly  URGE  the  STATE  of  Montana  to  a„ow  NO  DEVELOPMENT  such  as  0,L  & 
°^2  °"  ■    c      .  wii  ni  IFF  MANAGEMENT  AREAS.  The  ONLY  leases  allowed 

S  be°;"?SU^FAcTS:^^u'pAN^  EXCEPTIONS. 

Please  make  these  comments  part  of  the  official  public  record. 

Thank  you  for  the  opportunity  to  comment  on  this  very  important  issue. 


Sincerely, 

Dr.  David  &  Kathy  Richmond 
Friends  of  the  West 
HO  67,  Box  680 
Clayton.  ID  83227-9702 
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Mason,  Monte 


From:      Kim  Davitt  [kdavitt@wildlands.org] 
Sent:        Monday,  April  19,  1999  10:47  AM 
To:  mmason@mt.gov 

Subject:  Protect  RMF  from  oil  and  gas  leasing 

I  am  writing  to  urge  you  to  protect  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  from  oil  and  gas  exploration  and  development. 
Please  work  to  ensure  that  any  leases  allowed  within  special  natural  areas  SUCh  as  the  Sun  River 
Wildlife  Management  Area  should  be  No  Surface  Occupancy  or  No  Leasing.  There  should 
be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activity  occurring  within  designated  game  areas 
such  as  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area. 

Thank  you  for  placing  special  stipulations  for  leasing  state  lands  along  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front  in  the  past.   Proposing  leases  within  the  state's  most  prestigious  and  long-established 
natural  areas  deserves  more  attention  and  protection  from  the  State,  for  there  is 
overwhelming  public  sentiment  to  protect  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  from  any  and  all 
industrial  activity. 

Thank  you. 
Sincerely, 

Kim  Davitt 
American  Wildlands 
40  E.  Main  St.  Suite  2 
Bozeman,  MT  59715 
(406)586-8175 
kdavitt@wildlands.org 
Kim  Davitt 
American  Wildlands 
40  E.  Main  St.  Suite  2 
Bozeman,  MT  59715 
(406)586-8175 
kdavitt@wildlands.org 
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APR  ^1  ^ 

D.N.R.C. 


April  20,  1999 

0  &  G  Lease  Sales  Comments 
DNRC 

P.O.  Box  201601 
Helena,  MT  59620-1601 

Gentlemen: 

1  read  with  considerable  interest  the  fact  that  the  State  Department  of  Natural  Resources 
and  Conservation  is  now  offering  to  sell  Oil  and  Gas  Leases  on  the  historic  Sun  River 
Wildlife  Management  Area  west  of  Augusta. 

To  say  that  I  am  totally  appalled  that  any  native  Montanans  would  consider  such  an 
action  is  an  understatement.  I  realize  that  the  DNRC  is  apparently  following  a  mandate 
to  make  money  for  the  state's  school  trust  fund,  and  that  such  money  goes  into  a 
permanent  fund  to  support  education. 

Such  a  policy  is  shortsighted  and  ultimately  borders  upon  the  insane.  Schools  in  general 
are  adequately  fimded  in  the  state  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  public  educators  in 
most  cities  are  the  best  paid  people  in  that  city  and  we  have  more  school  districts  than 
any  other  state  in  the  union. 

Further,  it  does  not  take  a  genius  to  imderstand  that  one  of  the  most  significant  assets  the 
State  of  Montana  has,  on  both  a  short  term  and  long  term  basis,  are  it's  physical  assets, 
mcluding  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area,  and  the  wildlife  that 
reside  there. 

Even  more  appalling  is  the  fact  that  human  beings  are  not  even  allowed  in  this  area  most 
of  the  time,  and  now  we  are  seeing  our  public  officials,  who  are  pledged  to  protect 
Montana,  propose  opening  such  pristine  areas  to  the  oil  and  gas  industry.  I  notice  that 
one  "expert"  stated  that  we  can  assume  that  oil  and  gas  activity  will  be  limited  to  the 
appropriate  times.  That's  nonsense!  If  the  oil  and  gas  industry  gets  a  foothold  anywhere 
along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  it  will  be  viewed  only  as  that  -  a  foothold.  Restrictions 
in  terms  of  mining  or  oil  and  gas  exploration  will  be  appealed  and  appealed  and  appealed 
by  the  unlimited  resources  that  these  companies  have,  until  they  have  complete  right  to 
do  anything  they  please. 

If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  impact  of  the  oil  and  gas  industry  along  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Front,  simply  go  north  of  Montana  into  the  areas  of  Waterton  Park;  Pinscher 
Creek;  and  north  -  it  will  be  a  rare  day  when  you  see  any  sort  of  wildlife  in  this  area. 
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And  yet,  there  are  any  number  of  physical  evidences  of  the  oil  and  gas  industry  in  this 
area  which  has  gone  on  for  some  years.  I  think  the  oil  and  gas  industry  is  making  a  lot  of 
money  in  this  area,  but  there  is  no  longer  any  wildlife.  Apparently  the  DNRC  has 
concluded  that  there  is  a  market  value  for  pristine  lands,  which  has  more  than  its  share  of 
wildlife,  and  also  wilderness  lands.  Of  course  there  is  a  market!  How  could  anybody 
assume  otherwise?  But  if  the  objective  is  to  sell  these  lands  to  the  highest  bidder,  then  it 
would  make  a  lot  more  sense  for  the  DNRC  to  prepare  a  very  expensive  video  -  take  it  to 
California  and  sell  our  birthrights  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  new  owners  will  fence  off 
the  land  immediately,  the  school  boards  and  education  lobby  will  be  delighted  that  they 
have  unlimited  funds  to  spend  even  though  they  don't  improve  the  quality  of  education  at 
all,  and  Montana  will  be  the  lesser  from  such  shortsighted  public  policy. 

Please  reconsider  your  thinking  on  this  issue  and  if  your  justification  is  the  fact  that  you 
have  a  mandate  that  school  trust  lands  generate  more  revenue,  then  it  is  quite  clear  that 
the  law  should  be  changed.  You  have  an  obligation  to  pursue  that  objective. 

In  conclusion,  I  hope  shortsighted  greed  does  not  override  long-term  common  sense. 


Very  truly  y)urs,  ^      ^^  ^ 

Dale  ^Pugh  *7^ 

1 0  Riverwood  Lane  f 


Great  Falls,  MT  59405 


i 

I 

'I 

■I 

■I 

■ 

i 

I 
i 


i 
i 
I 

i 


Mason,  Monte 


From:  cori@selway.umt.edu 

Sent:  Thursday.  April  22,  1999  4:21  PIV1 

To:  mmason@mt.gov 

Subject:  Sun  River  WMA 


22  April  1999 
Dear  Mr  Mason, 

I  am  writing  to  express  my  thoughts  on  the  proposed  oil  and  gas  leases  on 

the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area    First,  I  want  to  thank  the  Land 
Board  for  placing  special  stipulations  for  leasing  state  lands  along  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Front  in  the  past.   But,  the  area  under  consideration  also 
deserves  to  be  protected,  especially  because  it  is  a  long-established 
natural  area    The  lands  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  which  know  no 
distinction  between  state,  federal  or  private  designation  are  more  valuable 
than  the  limited  economic  prospect  of  minimal  amounts  of  oil. 

The  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  is  one  of  Montana's  premier  Wildlife 
Management  Areas    Its  creation  was  a  landmark  in  a  long  conservation 
history  to  preserve  the  wild  land  values  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front 
Ecosystem    The  only  leases  allowed  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO 
EXCEPTIONS 

Thank  you  for  considering  my  thoughts  on  the  issue.   Please  look  at  the  big 
picture  and  don't  succumb  to  economic  and  corporate  pressures. 

Sincerely, 


Cori  Pepelnjak 

Monica  Welch 
Native  Forest  Network 
PO  Box  8251 
Missoula,  MT  59807 
(406)  542-7343 
monicaw@wildrockies.org 
v^ww.  nativeforest.org 
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Mason,  Monte 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 


Zack  Winestine  [impulse@echonyc.com] 
Thursday,  April  22,  1999  12:47  PM 
Monte  Mason 
Please  oppose  leasing  in  SWA 


Monte  Mason 
DNRC 

Dear  Mr.  Mason, 


I  am  distressed  to  hear  that  the  State  is  considering  leasing  1490 
acres  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  for  oil  and  gas 
exploration. 

The  State  Land  Board  has  created  an  excellent  precedent  by  setting 
special  restrictions  on  the  leasing  of  State  lands  along  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Front.   In  light  of  that  decision,  I'm  surprised  that  any  oil  and 
gas  exploration  would  be  considered  within  the  SWA,  one  of  the  most 
extraordinarily  productive  and  sensitive  areas  along  the  Front. 

I  strongly  urge  that  you  act  to  prohibit  development  in  the  Front 
Wildlife  Management  Areas.  The  only  leases  allowed  should  be  No  Surface 
Occupancy,  No  Exceptions! 

Please  make  this  letter  part  of  the  public  comment  record. 

Best  wishes, 
Zack  Winestine 
92  Horatio  St. 
New  York,  NY  10014 
(212)633-2040 
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April  12,  1999 


To  whom  it  may  concern, 

I  read  with  trepidation  the  article  concerning  oil  and  gas  leasing  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 
Management  Area.  I  certainly  understand  the  mandate  to  raise  money  for  the  School  Trust  Fund. 
However,  it  seems  extremely  short  sighted  to  doso  in  this  area.  Because  of  the  impact  on  wildlife 
(with  already  declining  numbers),  the  asthetic  value  of  the  area,  and  the  proximity  to  other 
sensitive  environmental  areas  I  hope  that  the  land  board  views  the  long  term  outcome  of  such 
leasino  and  votes  "No". 


i 


Sincerely, 


fulie  A.  Wood 

11 5  4th  Street  South 

Great  Falls,  Montana  59405 
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CecilG  Baranko 
19  39  US  Hwy  89 
Ft.  Shaw,  MT  59443 
Aoril  19,  1999 


Sirs; 

The  money  must  have  finally  been  enough  for  you  (the  DNRC 
and  Racicot)  to  consider  leasing  the  Sun  River  Game  Range 
for  oil  drilling  -  IDIOTS!   Don't  allow  people  in  the  area 
for  6  months  out  of  the  year  -  but  by  all  means  let  the 
companies  in  to  dirll  for  oil! 

We  need  all  the  wilderness  areas  we  can  get  or  our  kids 
and  grandkids  will  have  no  where  left  to  see  these  animals. 
We  have  plenty  of  other  areas  to  drill  or,  heaven  forbid, 
use  an  alternative  form  of  energy  -  we  have  enough  wind 
in  this  state  either  natural  or  from  the  politicians  in 
Helena . 

Even  the  FWP  Department  knows  it  will  upset  the  balance  of 
nature.   Maybe  you  should  listen  to  the  people  who  help 
pay  your  wages. 

How  much  money  to  the  schools  need  any  way?   every  time  we 
turn  around,  they  are  asking  for  more  -  what  about  using 
the  Coal  Tax  fund?   Every  one  else  in  this  state  has  to  live 
on  some  sort  of  a  budget,  why  don't  the  rest  of  the 
government  officials  have  to  do  the  same? 


^ 


Cecile  BaranKo         . 
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778  Ten  Mile  Road 
Cascade.  MT  59421 
April  21,  1999 

O  &  G  Lease  Sale  Comments 

DNRC 

P  O.  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601 


i   \' — 'k^  —  I    V  ' — 


To  Whom  it  May  Concern: 

We  would  like  to  express  our  opposition  to  the  proposed  oil  and  gas  leases  on  the  Sun 
River  Wildlife  Management  Area    This  area  is  of  incomparable  value  in  wildlife  management 
on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  The  Front  and  the  wilderness  together  are  an  irreplaceable 
resource  for  Montana.  Responsible  management  does  not  include  extracting  every  penny  of 
income  from  the  land  regardless  of  the  consequences    The  game  range  vvas  formed  over  50  years 
ago  to  enhance  wildlife  habitat  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Montana    Selling  oil  and  gas 
leases  on  this  property,  with  a  concomitant  threat  of  such  things  as  road  development  and 
noxious  weed  spread  would  be  absolutely  contrary  to  this  purpose. 

We  ask  the  State  Land  Board  to  vote  against  selling  oil  and  gas  leases  on  the  Sun  River 
Wildlife  Management  Area. 

Sincerely, 


/ 
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Kristopher  Knaphus 
Kathleen  Knaphus 
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Monte  Mason  '-V,lM,r\,0- 

MMB  DNRC 
Dear  Sir; 

As  a  senior  citizen  of  this  state  and  a  third  generation 
Montanan  I  must  take  extreme  exception  to  the  plan  of  leasing 
the  V-Jildlife  Management  Areas  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front 
to  oil  and  gas  development.   I  remember  vividly  the  fight  to 
save  the  largest  elk  herd  in  the  state  from  death  by  starvation 
due  to  the  lack  of  winter  pastures  along  the  front.   Elk  (up 
to  five  thousand  head  along  with  other  wild  ruminants)  would 
descend  from  the  snow  bound  ranges  to  the  wind  swept  plains 
where  grass  was  still  available.   They  cared  little  if  the  range 
was  private  or  public  and  the  hay  stacks  were  easy  pickings, 
much  to  the  consternation  of  the  many  ranches  along  that  same 
Front. 

The  managers  had  few  choices;  classify  them  as  vermin  and 
allow  their  destruction  by  whomever,  seek  to  corral  them  and 
hand  feed  them  through  the  winter  as  was  done  in  Wyoming,  or 
take  advantage  of  certain  lands  for  sale  and  consolidate  a  large 
natural  pasture  for  them.   The  latter  had  never  been  done  before 
and  this  was  to  be  a  pioneering  effort.   It  worked  very  well 
and  was  used  over  and  again  along  the  front  as  well,  as  in  other 
areas  of  similar  circumstances. 

Thousands  of  outdoor  people  lauded  this  effort  and  the 
hunters  especially.   The  herd  v;as  saved  as  well  as  the 
re-establishment  of  a  viable  herd  of  Big  Horn  sheep.   Mule  deer 
profited  as  well.   Today  it  is  one  of  only  a  few  areas  in  the 
world  that  still  allows  elk  hunting  without  a  special  drawing. 
The  herd  is  thriving  and  the  winter  game  ranges  are  the  reason. 

Into  this  long  established  and  extremely  successful  and 
very  profitable  management  now  comes  a  death  nell.   Oil  and 
Gas  leasing  and  the  associated  high  tech  and  extremely  intrusive 
development  of  a  production  field.   One  need  look  no  further 
than  our  immediate  northern  border  to  see  what  effect  this  has 
had  on  the  once  major  herds  of  elk  and  sheep  on  the  Canadian 
Rocky  Mountain  Front.   They  are  gone!   As  are  the  hunters, 
outfitters,  and  all  the  supporting  businesses  that  once  thrived 
with  these  people.   The  field  is  about  played  out,  but  the 
environmental  damage  will  persist  for  decades  even  if  a  tough 
and  thorough  restoration  plan  is  implemented.   It  is  economics 
that  a  grade  school  child  could  see  as  flawed.   A  get  rich  quick 
scheme  for  a  privileged  few  and  an  eventual  empty  husk  for  the 
majority.   Not  to  mention  the  destruction  of  a  viable  wildlife 
habitat  and  the  associated  animals.   Some  of  which  are  listed 
in  our  nation  as  endangered  or  threatened. 

These  lands  are  so  sensitive  that  no  one  is  allowed  into 
them  for  six  months  of  the  year.   Wells  have  to  be  monitored 
year  around  and  this  will  result  in  intolerable  disturbances 
to  the  animals  this  land  was  established  to  protect.   Any  surface 
occupation  at  all  would  be  deleterious  to  the  whole  system  that 
has  proved  so  effective. 
Eugene  Johnson;  685  Couch  Ave,  Vaughn  MT  59487 
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Mason,  Monte 


From;  Neal2neal@aol.com 

Sent:  Thursday,  April  22,  1999  11:17  PM 

To:  mokeefe@mt.gov;  mcooney@mt.gov;  nkeenan@mt.gov;  jmazurek@mt.gov; 

pagraham@mt.gov;  mmason@mt.gov 
Co:  friends@3rivers  net 

Subject:  Oil  &  Gas  Leasing  on  Sunriver  Wildlife  Management  Area 

It  has  come  to  my  attention  that  the  State  of  Montana  is  considering  leasing 
the  oil  and  gas  rights  on  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area.   I  have 
strong  ties  to  this  area  and  feel  compelled  to  speak  up  against  anything  that 
goes  against  the  purpose  for  which  this  Wildlife  Management  was  designated 

Allow  me  to  explain  my  ties  to  this  portion  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  My 
Dad  is  Bruce  Neal    He  worked  as  a  Game  Warden  for  Montana  for  many  years  and 
spent  some  very  harsh  winter  months  on  snow  shoes  and  on  horseback  herding 
elk  off  of  the  ranches  along  the  Front   All  the  land  was  broken  up  into 
ranches  and  as  the  elk  herd  recovered  from  over  hunting  during  the  hide 
hunting  days,  they  began  to  use  their  traditional  winter  ranges.  This  put 
them  on  a  collision  course  with  the  ranchers  as  the  elk  started  to  devour  and 
destroy  the  haystacks  that  the  ranchers  needed  to  winter  their  cattle.   Dad 
did  the  leg  work  with  a  group  of  small  ranchers  to  get  them  to  agree  to  sell 
their  places  to  the  State    He  also  lined  up  a  rancher  who  had  the  money  to 
purchase  these  ranches  with  the  idea  that  the  State  could  pay  him  back  after 
the  Legislature  met  and  appropriated  the  money.  That  lender  at  first  told 
Dad,  "Bruce.  I  would  rather  loan  the  money  to  you  -  it  would  make  you  a  fine 
ranch."  Dad  responded  that  the  elk  had  no  where  to  go  and  without  a  place  to 
winter,  there  would  be  no  elk  herd.   Ultimately  the  land  was  purchased  and 
Dad  became  the  first  manager  of  that  Wildlife  Management  Area.    In  no  way  do 
I  intend  to  imply  that  he  single-handedly  got  this  land  into  State  ownership 
-  there  were  sportsmen  from  all  over  the  State  and  many  people  who  were 
Legislators  and  State  employees  who  banded  together  to  make  this  happen.   In 
other  words  there  was  a  huge  following  in  Montana  that  recognized  the  long 
term  value  of  this  land  as  winter  range  for  elk. 

You  cannot  imagine  the  brutal  winter  days  that  Dad,  some  of  my  family,  and 
State  herders  spent  moving  elk  off  of  the  neighboring  ranches  to  get  them 
used  to  the  idea  of  migrating  to  their  new  Game  Range  rather  than  onto 
ranches    I  have  fond  memories  of  helping  Dad  move  a  few  elk  and  fixing  a  lot 
of  fence  when  I  was  a  young  boy    I  would  not  be  doing  Dad  and  all  of  those 
early  day  sportsmen  justice  if  1  do  not  speak  my  piece  on  this  issue.  I 
recognized  the  value  of  this  winter  range  at  that  tender  age  and  I  hope  that 
the  people  who  make  the  decision  on  this  lease  issue  recognize  it  now. 

The  reasons  that  I  object  to  leasing  oil  and  gas  rights  on  the  Sun  River 
Wildlife  Management  Area  are  because  I  think  that  it  could  have  a  detrimental 
effect  on  the  elk  herd  if  drilling  is  under  taken  --the  elk  may  move  back 
onto  the  ranches  again.  It  could  also  effect  other  wildlife  such  as  deer  and 
grizzly  bear    A  "No  Surface  Occupancy"  stipulation  or  exchange  of  the  State 
sections  to  get  the  land  under  FWP  control  would  go  a  long  ways  in  addressing 
this  concern    I  also  have  seen  what  the  development  of  oil  fields  did  to  the 
land  in  Wyoming  and  I  would  hate  to  see  the  same  scars  etched  in  the  land 
along  the  Front. 

I  do  not  oppose  developing  the  resources  on  our  State  lands  (including  oil 
and  gas)  to  fund  schools  and  other  programs  but  each  area  needs  to  be 
evaluated  for  which  uses  are  appropriate    In  my  mind,  the  value  of  keeping 
that  wildlife  management  area  and  that  portion  of  the  Front  in  tact  far 
exceeds  the  value  of  any  oil  or  gas  might  be  found  under  it 
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The  Land  Board  rightfully  stopped  the  leasing  of  this  area  many  years  ago 
They  recognized  the  value  that  the  public  placed  upon  this  area  and  the 
seriousness  with  which  they  addressed  any  threats  to  their  elk  herd.  The 
Lewis  &  Clark  National  Forest  recently  experienced  a  groundswell  of 
opposition  against  a  proposal  to  issue  leases  in  the  Badger-Two  Medicine  area 
and  I  think  the  opposition  to  leasing  the  Wildlife  Management  area  will  be 
even  more  contentious    The  Forest  Service  and  previous  Land  Board  members 
made  a  wise  choice  and  I  hope  that  you  will  follow  their  lead 

Thank  you  for  taking  my  comments  and  I  would  be  glad  to  talk  to  you  about 
this  issue  at  any  time    My  phone  number  is  406-458-3932. 


I 
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Chuck  Neal 


Mason,  Monte 
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From:  Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers  [cmcr@wildrockies.org] 

Sent:  Thursday,  April  22,  1999  8:28  PM 

To:  mokeefe@mt  gov;  mcooney@mt.gov;  nkeenan@mt.gov;  jmazurek@mt.gov; 

pagraham@mt.gov;  mmason@mt.gov 
Subject:  Public  Comments  on  Sun  River  oil  &  gas  leases 

April  22.  1999  Earth  Day 

Mark  O'Keefe,  Auditor,  Land  Board 
Mike  Cooney,  Sec  of  State,  Land  Board 
Nancy  Keenan,  Supt  of  Schools,  Land  Board 
Joe  Mazurek,  Attorney  General,  Land  Board 
Pat  Graham,  Dept  Fish,  Wildlife,  &  Parks  (DFWP) 
Monte  Mason,  Dept  of  Nat  Res  &  Cons  (DNRC) 

To  the  Honorable  members  of  the  Montana  Land  Board,  DNRC  and  DFWP, 

Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers  is  a  non-profit  environmental  and  human  rights 
group  based  in  Missoula,  Montana  with  members  throughout  Montana,  the 
United  States  and  Canada  On  behalf  of  our  members  we  are  submitting  these 
comments  in  regards  to  the  Land  Board's  proposal  to  lease  portions  of  the 
Sun  River  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  We  request  our  comments  to  be 
part  of  the  public  record. 

We  find  it  disturbing  that  the  state  would  even  consider  leasing  the  Sun 
River  Wildlife  Management  Area,  one  of  Montana's  premiere  wildlands  along 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Front/Bob  Marshall  Ecosystem  to  oil  and  gas  speculators. 
Though  you  are  mandated  by  law  to  manage  state  trust  lands  for  the  economic 
benefit  of  Montana's  children,  you  are  not  mandated  to  destroy  the  resource 
that  will  provide  benefits  in  perpetuity  for  our  kids 

It  makes  no  sense  to  speculate  on  oil  and  gas  development  in  the  $un  River 
Game  Range    Why  spoil  one  of  the  most  wildlife  rich  habitats  for  a  quick 
oil  buck?  What  will  happen  if  these  lands  are  damaged,  or  the  oil  and  gas 
speculators  go  belly-up  and  leave  the  state  holding  the  bag'?  What  if  the 
Sun  River  is  developed,  and  a  hydrogen  sulfide  explosion  contaminates  the 
wildlife  refuge"?  Are  these  the  kinds  of  decisions  that  will  ensure  that 
state  trust  lands  are  managed  to  the  maximum  benefit  for  our  state's 
children? 

We  think  not. 

The  state  would  do  best  to  not  lease  such  special  places  as  the  Sun  River, 
and  absolutely  under  no  circumstances  should  surface  occupancy  be  allowed, 
no  exceptions 

Please  do  what's  right  for  the  state  trust  lands  and  ensure  that  Montana's 
children  have  a  wildlife  legacy  that  they  can  enjoy  for  generations  to  come 

Sincerely, 

Darrell  Geist,  President 


^ 


Cold  Mountain,  Cold  Rivers 

PC  Box  7941 

Missoula,  Montana  USA  59807 


406-728-0867  phone 
406-327-1209  fax 
cmcr@wildrockies  org 
http://www  wildrockies.org/cmcr 


Take  action  today!  Sign  the  petition  to  protect 
the  last  free-roaming  herd  of  wild  buffalo' 
http://www  wildrockies  org/buffpet 
Psssttt Tell  your  friends  too! 
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Mason,  Monte 


From:      Corlene  Martin  [corlene@montana.com] 

Sent;        Friday,  April  23,  1 999  9:22  AM 

To:  mokeefe@mt.gov;  mcooney@mt.gov;  mmason@mt.gov;  nkeenan@mt.gov;  pagraham@ml.gov 

Subject:  Sun  River  WMA 

Why  in  the  world  would  anyone  even  consider  leasing  a  portion  of  the  Sun  River 
Wildlife  management  Area?  Granted,  the  school  trust  issue  has  a  history  and  it 
keeps  popping  up  but  it's  time  to  put  it  to  bed. 

With  a  long  conservation  history,  the  "Game  Range"  has  been  the  resting  area 
for  a  multitude  of  wildlife  for  many  years.  Even  people  hunting  for  shed  horns 
have  been  disruptive  to  the  herds. .  .what  kind  of  havoc  would  an  industrial 
leasing  arrangement  pose? 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  protecting  our  heritage  and  placing  special 
stipulations  for  leasing  lands  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  in  the  past.   It's 
time  to  say  no  again... no  surface  occupancy,  no  exceptions. 

Thank  you, 
Corlene  Martin 
P.O.  Box  215 
Choteau,  MT  59422 


Ani  '0(i 


Mason,  Monte 


From;  wilclland@prodigy.net 

Sent:  Friday,  April  23,  1999  8:51  AM 

To:  mccooney@mt,gov;  nkeenan@mt.gov;  jmazurek@mt.gov;  pagraham@mt.gov; 

mmason@mt.gov 
Subject:  Fwd:  Sun  River  Game  Management  Area 


-— On  Apr  23  wildland@prodigy  net  wrote: 

>  Dear  Land  Board  Member: 
> 

>  I  am  writing  to  comment  on  the  proposal  to  lease  areas  of  the  Sun  River  Game  Management  Area  for  oil  and  gas 
production/exploration.  I  oppose  the  leases  and  urge  you  to  reject  them  to  protect  other  resource  values  along  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Front.  Elk  and  mule  deer  habitat  found  within  the  area  is  very  valuable    Allowing  reading  incident  to  the  leases 
will  adversely  affect  elk,  which  have  shown  an  aversion  ot  roads.  The  area  also  provides  a  valuable  recreation  resource  to 
the  people  of  the  state  and  indirectly  provides  a  source  of  game  animals  to  be  hunted  within  the  region. 

> 

>  There  is  overwhelming  public  support  for  protection  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  The  interests  of  the  people  of 
Montana  require  that  areas  such  as  game  management  areas,  wtiich  have  been  designated  for  the  resource  use  of  wildlife 
habitat,  be  preserved  and  managed  in  a  way  to  support  that  designated  use.  Inconsistent  uses,  such  as  surface 
development  of  oil  and  gas  deposits  within  the  boundaries  of  the  area,  should  not  be  allowed.  To  do  so  is  inconsistent  with 
management  of  the  public  trust  lands  and  inconsistent  with  the  public  trust  doctrine  which  requires  the  consideration  of 
public  values  and  forbids  the  sale  of  public  resources  to  private  interests  when  public  uses  would  be  restricted, 

> 

>  At  most,  the  leasing  of  oil  and  gas  interests  should  be  on  a  non-surface  occupancy  basis.  Surface  disturbance  should 
not  occur  within  the  game  range.  Of  course,  wildlife  habitat  also  extends  onto  adjoinging  private  lands.  Development 
there  will  adversely  affect  elk  and  mule  deer  populations  as  well.  However,  the  nso  provisions  will  provide  some  protection 
to  the  habitat  values  within  the  game  range  as  well. 

> 

>  Please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  Land  Board's  decision.  I  am  very  interested  in  this  matter  as  a  Montana  citizen  that  hikes 
and  wildlife  watches  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  I  am  also  concerned  about  the  impacts  of  the  leasing  on  the  scenic 
qualities  of  the  area. 

> 

>  Sincerely, 
> 

>  Len  Broberg 

>  400  Pattee  Canyon  Dr. 

>  Missoula,  MT  59803 
> 


■ 
■ 
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HC5e   Box  31>   Chot«*u,   MT  $9U22 

21  April  1999 
y;r.    Monte  K.ason, 
DNRC , 

F.O.    Hex  2016C1 
KELE:N'A,    MT  $9t)2C 

Propostd  Dili  0«»  L«*te3  on  Sun  Rivtr  Wildlife  MAnafeenent  Area, 
Rocky  Mountain  Front,    Bolt  Marshall  p:co«y8t€ni 

I  am  coRctmad  aleout  th«  proposal  for  industrial  development  in  the 
Sun  Rirer  Wildlife  Manageinent  Area. 

I  would  thank  the  Laad  Board  for  plaeing  speeial  stipulations  for 
leaiiag  stata  lands  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Froat  in  the  past.     But  I 
baliere  that  in  riaw  of  their  spacial  ralue  to  wildlife  aad  their 
hahitat  these  loBg>estahliah«4  BAtural  areas,  so  fragile  a»A  TulBerfhla, 
should  hare  more  attention  aad  protaetlon  from  the  State,  with  »o 
surface  ocoupaaey  aad  no  exceptions. 


SlJKserely, 


,1 


"^ 


(Madeliae  '.:.    Rands) 


RECEiVtu 

WK  2  3  1239 
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April  17,  1999 

PO  Box  201601 
Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Mason- 
As  a  frequent  visitor  to  your  wonderfijl  state  for  the  purposes  of  hunting  and  fishing  I  am  very 
concerned  about  the  proposal  to  lease  portions  of  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  to 
oil  and  gas  speculators  The  following  are  my  scoping  comments  on  the  proposed  leases: 

(1)  The  only  leases  that  should  be  allowed  within  special  natural  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River 
WMA  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO  EXCEPTIONS 

(2)  There  should  be  no  possibility  of  mdustrial  development  activity  occurring  within  designated 
game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  WMA 

(3)  There  is  overwhelming  public  sentiment  to  protect  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  from  any  and  all 
industrial  activity. 

(4)  It  makes  no  sense  for  the  state  of  Montana  to  commit  the  Sun  River  WMA  for  development. 
Any  proposal  to  develop  the  area  is  certain  to  ignite  a  firestorm  of  public  opposition  and  endless 
litigation. 

(5)  Montana's  premier  WMAs  are  worthy  of  a  higher  purpose  than  oil  and  gas  speculation.  Like 
national  forest  lands,  the  WMAs  and  other  state  lands  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  have 
inherent  values  far  above  and  beyond  industrial  speculation  and  the  minute  chance  of  converting 
Montana's  most  prime  wildlife  habitat  into  a  oil  patch 

(6)  Federal  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  were  withdrawn  or  placed  in  "excluded"  status 
by  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

(7)  State  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  have  been  withdrawn  from  oil  and  gas  lease  sales 
in  the  past  The  Land  Board  withdrew  school  lots  on  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  from  a  pending 
oil  and  gas  lease  sale  in  1956,  at  the  request  of  sportsmen  and  the  Dept.of  Fish  and  Game. 

(8)  The  Sun  River  WMA  is  one  of  Montana's  premier  Wildlife  Management  Areas  wttha  long 
history  of  conservation  and  wilderness  values.  It  is  considered  so  important  and  sensitive  that  for 
six  months  out  of  each  year  it  is  illegal  for  the  general  public  to  even  set  foot  in  the  WMA. 


Mr.  Francis  D.  Slider  /     - 

Rt  1  Box  163-A2  ^C 

Middleboume,  WV  26 1 49  ,  C  / 1  ,- 


);-i;'.~ 


THE  WILDERNESS  SOCIETY 


Or        /  ! 


April  21,  1999  ^p^     ^^'>/^/) 
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Governor  Marc  Racicot  ' '  'T,  f~) 

P.O.  Box  200801 
Helena,  MT  59620-0801 

Dear  Governor  Racicot: 

While  we  want  to  thank  you  and  the  Land  Board  for  your  recent  decision  to  place  special 
stipulations  for  oil  and  gas  leasing  on  state  lands  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  once 
again  we  must  voice  our  concerns  over  state  lands  leasing  along  the  Front.  The  Montana 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  is  proposing  to  sell  oil  and  gas  leases 
on  approximately  1500  acres  of  the  Sun  River  Game  Range,  west  of  Augusta.    These 
leases  are  scheduled  to  be  sold  June  2,  1999.  Unlike  the  31  scattered  tracts  that  were 
offered  for  lease  in  December  1998,  the  new  tracts  comprise  an  almost  solid  block, 
surrounded  by  public  lands. 

The  Sun  River  Game  Range  is  one  of  Montana's  premier  wildlife  management  areas  and 
a  landmark  in  the  rich  conservation  legacy  of  protecting  the  Bob  Marshall  Country  and 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  Set  aside  for  wildlife,  this  area  is  so  critical  for  wildlife  that 
it  is  closed  to  public  access  for  part  of  the  year.  The  lands  along  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front  are  a  vital  part  of  the  Bob  Marshall  Ecosystem  and  are  nationally  recognized  for  the 
wildlife  that  live  there.  The  Land  Board  withdrew  state  lots  on  the  Sun  River  Game 
Range  from  a  pending  oil  and  gas  lease  sale  in  1956,  and  should  do  so  again. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Front  represents  a  patchwork  quilt  of  conser\'ation  initiatives  -- 
state  and  federal  government,  non-governmental  groups  and  individuals.  This  area  is  a 
model  for  cooperative  conservation  between  the  Forest  Service,  Montana  Department  of 
Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  The  Nature  Conservancy,  citizen  advocacy  groups  and  private 
landowners. 

The  proposal  by  the  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conser\'ation  to  issue 
oil  and  gas  leases  on  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  would  blemish  this  broad-based 
conservation  effort.  While  the  State  Land  Board  has  a  fiduciary  responsibility  to  the 
School  Trust  Fund,  it  also  has  a  fiduciar\'  responsibility  to  protect  what  the  preamble  to 
our  constitution  described  as  "the  quiet  beauty  of  our  state,  the  grandeur  of  our  mountains 
and  the  vastness  of  our  plains." 


NORTHERN  ROCKIES  REGIONAL  OFFICE 
105  W.  MAIN  STREET,  SUITE  E,  BOZEMAN,  MT  39715 
(406)  5S6-160O  FAX  (406)  586-4700 


The  Slate  Land  board  is  a  collective  of  the  state's  highest  level  elected  officials.  Certainly 
the  frainers  of  oui"  go\emment  intended  this  Board  to  exercise  discretion  when  asked  to 
balance  the  competing  interests  of  the  state.  In  this  case,  there  are  competing  interests 
bet\veen  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  and  the  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  and  Conservation,  as  well  as  competing  interests  between  the  intent  of  the 
constitution  and  the  fiduciary  responsibility  of  tlie  Land  Board  to  the  school  trust.  We  ask 
that  you  exercise  full  discretion  and  consider  the  long-teim  impacts  of  oil  and  gas  leasing 
to  our  Slate  when  making  your  decision  about  leasing  the  Sun  Ri\er  Game  Range.  If  the 
framers  of  our  government  had  intended  a  board  to  rubber  stamp  DNRC  proposals,  they 
would  not  have  needed  the  top  elected  officials  of  our  great  state  on  thai  board. 

There  are  strong  economic  arguments  against  leasing  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  for  oil 
and  gas  development.  The  Wilderness  Society  has  published  numerous  economic 
analyses  on  this  region's  economy.  Our  analysis  agrees  with  other  studies  that  conclude 
that  this  region's  economic  growth  is  not  dependent  upon  extractive  industries.  Instead, 
virtually  all  new  jobs  in  the  region  are  created  by  individuals  and  businesses  moving  to  or 
staying  in  Montana  due  to  a  combination  of  safe  communities,  large  landscapes  of  wild 
country  and  outdoor  recreational  opportunities  that  include  hunting  and  fishing. 

Activities  that  hami  wildlife  habitat  or  pollute  our  streams  or  air  in  the  long  run  can  hami 
the  state's  economic  growth  -  and  hence  the  state's  school  trust.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a 
recent  report  by  The  Wilderness  Society,  titled  "The  New  Challenge."  It  is  our  most 
recent  analysis  of  economic  trends  in  the  region. 

Recent  actions  by  DNHC  actually  support  our  argument.  The  agency  is  moving  to 
increase  the  cost  of  leases  for  wildlife  habitat  by  a  factor  of  40  to  80  times  in  some  areas, 
claiming  the  market  demand  for  wildlife  habitat  is  increasing.  We  believe  that  DNRC  is 
abusing  its  discretion  by  increasing  the  leases  for  wildlife.  Montanans  expect  state 
government  to  practice  exemplary  stewardship  practices  and  a  strong  land  ethic.  DNRC's 
proposals  to  increase  the  cost  of  leases  for  wildlife  habitat  and  the  proposal  to  lease  the 
Sun  River  Game  Range  are  contrary  to  sound  stewardship  practices  and  should  be  denied. 

At  the  very  least,  we  request  the  Land  Board  to  suspend  the  proposal  to  lease  the  Sun 
River  Game  Range  until  a  long-term  policy  for  managing  state  lands  along  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Front  is  completed.  This  long-term  policy  would  include  an  examination  of  the 
cumulative  effects  of  all  state  actions  along  the  Front,  as  required  by  the  Montana 
Environmental  Policy  Act.  A  comprehensive  analysis  of  the  potential  impacts  of  leasing 
and  development  on  state  tracts  along  the  Front,  utilizing  the  Interagency  Wildlife 
Guidelines,  Grizzly  Bear  Recovery  Plan,  and  the  Management  Framework  for  the  Bob 
Marshall  Wilderness  Complex  would  be  a  step  toward  developing  this  policy. 


^ 
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In  addition  to  providing  wildlife  habitat,  state  lands  along  the  Front  encompass  a  range  of 
other  values  -  scenic,  recreational,  culmral  and  spiritual.  Short-sighted  energy 
development  for  the  sake  of  generating  revenue  should  not  take  precedence  over 
protecting  our  children's  legacy  of  abundant  wildlife,  clear  water,  and  clean  air. 


Sincerely, 


\ 


tT 


Sandy  Mclntyre 
Northern  Rockies  Region 


Enclosure 


CC:       State  Land  Board  Members 
Bud  Clinch,  DNRC 
Pat  Graham,  MT  DFVVP 
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Mason,  Monte 


From:      Aart  Dolman  [dolman@mcn.net] 

Sent:        Friday,  April  23,  1999  2:37  PM 

To:  Monte  Mason 

Subject:  Gas  and  Oil  leasing  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Area 

Dear  Monte: 


1  am  sure  that  you  are  familiar  with  the  proposed  leasing  of  oil  and  gas  plots  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 
Management  Area.  As  you  know  it  is  closely  connected  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  and  the  Bob  Marshall 
Ecosystem. 

I  am  strongly  opposed  to  any  type  of  leasing  for  industrial  development  in  such  a  beautiful  area  and  so  near 
the  mountains  and  in  particular  in  the  Sun  River  wildlife  Management  Area.  There  is  a  reason  that  such  an 
area  enjoys  the  public  protection  and  the  public  strongly  opposes  the  idea  of  destroying  the  land  and  its 
integrity  for  a  few  dollars. 

I  thought  that  you  might  like  to  know  my  strong  feelings  about  preserving  some  of  the  "last  best  place"  in 
Montana  and  our  nation.  Sincerely,  Aart  Dolman 


i 
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April  20,  1999  •  r..  .  <  j 

Dear  Monte,  T  \    '•  '   ~'j 

My  husband  and  I  were  amazed  and  upset  to  hear  that  the  State  is  considering 
oil  and  gas  leasing  on  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  Hasn't  the  public 
made  it  clear  their  desire  that  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  be  protected?  The  Forest 
Service  recognized  this  and  said  "NO"  to  any  new  leases  on  the  Front.  Even  though 
the  Sun  River  WMA  is  not  on  Forest  Service  land,  it  is  still  very  much  a  part  of  that 
ecosystem, This  is  an  area  that  is  so  sensitive  and  important  that  six  months  out  of  the 
year  it  is  illegal  for  the  public  to  set  foot  on  the  Game  Range.  What  will  happen  to  this 
sensitive  area  with  exploration  and  development? 

Check  your  history  for  this  parcel  of  land.  In  1956,  at  the  request  of  sportsmen 
and  the  Department  of  Fish  and  Game,  the  Game  Range  was  withdrawn  from  a 
pending  oil  and  gas  lease.  It  has  a  long  conservation  history.  When  the  Game  Range 
was  purchased  in  1947  it  was  specifically  set  aside  for  wintering  wildlife.  Oil  and  gas 
exploration  does  not  belong  in  area  that  was  set  aside  for  this  purpose.  My  husband 
worked  in  the  oil  fields  for  many  years.  He  learned  first  hand  that  if  you  want  to 
maintain  the  integrity  of  a  wild  area  you  do  not  allow  for  oil  and  gas  exploration  and 
development.  A  decision  to  move  forward  with  this  proposal  can  only  mean  endless 
litigation. 

If  the  State  is  looking  for  sources  of  revenue  and  jobs,  look  at  alternative 
energy.  Why  can't  the  State  of  Montana  be  a  visionary  and  lead  this  country  out  from 
under  the  powerful  oil  and  gas  industry  into  an  era  of  alternative,  environmentally  safe 
energy  sources?  Oil  and  gas  supplies  are  not  going  to  last  forever.  Why  can't  we  use 
the  new  technology  to  rework  existing  oil  fields  as  we  develop  alternative  energy 
sources?  In  this  way  we  guarantee,  for  the  future,  not  only  the  energy  needed  to 
sustain  our  lifestyles  but  also  a  way  of  maintaining  the  integrity  of  our  last  remaining 
wild  places.  Please  NO  development  on  the  Sun  River  WMA!! 


Sincerely, 

Clarence  and  Donna  Hirst 
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April  21,  1999 

•^  RECEIVED 

Governor  Marc  Racicot  APR  2  '6  1999 

P.O. Box20osoi  -    nTd  n 

Helena,  MT  59620-0801  U.lN.K.L/. 

D^r  Governor  Racicot: 

I  would  like  to  thank  you  and  the  Land  Board  for  your  December  decision  to  attach  strict 
stipulations  to  oil  and  gas  leases  on  31  tracts  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  However, 
the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  now  proposes  to  sell  additional 
leases  along  the  Front,  this  time  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Sun  River  Game  Range. 

The  Sun  Ri%er  Game  Range  was  established  by  the  State  of  Montana  to  protect  critical 
habitat  for  wildlife.  By  designating  this  Wildlife  Management  Area,  the  State 
acknowledged  the  highest  long-term  value  of  the  area  -  over  50  years  ago.  To  overturn 
that  far-sighted  move  by  allowing  oil  and  gas  development  speaks  poorly  of  our 
generation. 

I  realize  the  Land  Board  has  a  responsibility  to  the  State  School  Trust  Fund,  and  that  state 
trust  lands  are  supposed  to  generate  revenue  for  the  Fund.  With  the  invaluable  resources 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  offers,  I  urge  the  Land  Board,  the  Department  of  Natural 
Resources  and  Consen.'ation,  and  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  to  work  together  toward  a 
long-term  policy  for  dealing  with  oil  and  gas  leasing  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  A 
comprehensi\e  analysis  of  the  potential  impacts  of  leasing  and  development  on  state 
tracts  along  the  Front,  utilizing  the  Interagency  Wildlife  Guidelines,  Grizzly  Bear 
Recovery  Plan,  and  the  Management  Framework  for  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness 
Complex,  would  be  a  step  toward  developing  this  policy.  In  combination  with  the  many 
conservation  efforts  by  individuals,  groups,  and  agencies  focused  on  the  Front,  the  State 
has  an  opportunity  to  proactively  safeguard  one  of  Montana's  natural  treasures. 

If  the  Land  Board  decides  it  must  allow  these  leases  to  be  sold,  it  should  apply  the  same 
stipulations  that  were  applied  to  the  December  1998  leases,  including  no  surface 
occupancy. 


Sincerely, 


^. 


Sandy  Mclntyre 
P.O.  Box  3181 
Bozeman,  MT  59772 
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DENNIS    TIGHE 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
717  ■  13th  STREET  SW 
GREAT  FALLS,  MT  59404  (406)  761-5463 


Apnl21,  1999 

Mike  Cooney 

Montana  Secretary  of  State 
P.O.  Box  202801 
Helena,  MT.  59620 

Attn:  State  Land  Board 

Re:  Oil  and  Gas  Leasing  in  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area 

Dear  Secretary  Cooney, 

The  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  has  advertised  for  potential  leasing  tracts 
of  land  within  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area.  It  is  unbelievable  that  such  special, 
environmentally  sensitive  areas  which  have  been  set  aside  for  wildlife  management,  hunting 
opportunities  and  for  the  future  of  wildlife  in  Montana  must  fall  victim  to  potential  industrial 
development.  The  Land  Board  should  withdraw  these  lands  from  oil  and  gas  leasing  or,  in  the 
alternative,  exclude  the  possibility  of  surface  occupancy. 

State  mineral  leasing  has  been  withdrawn  in  the  past,  and  now  is  a  good  time  to  reawaken 
that  precedent  and  respect  the  broad  public  sentiment  for  protecting  the  integrity  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Front/Bob  Marshall  ecosystem. 

I  encourage  the  Land  Board  to  put  a  halt  to  oil  and  gas  leasing  in  the  environmentally 
sensitive  areas  of  the  Front  Range.  Please  share  this  letter  with  other  members  of  the  Land  Board. 

Sincerely  Yours, 


/>/ 


cc:         Pat  Graham 
Monte  Mason 


MONTANA      WILDLIFE       FEDERATION 


April  22,  1999 


Monte  Mason 
MMB,  DNRC 
PO  Box  201601 
Helena  MT  59602 


'  D.N.H.C. 


S;x  decades' of 
preserving  our 
liuntino,  (ishina 
and  wildlife 
heritage. 


Subject:  Proposed  oil  &  gas  leases'  on  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management 
Area,  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  Bob  Marshall  Ecosystem 


Dear  Mr.  Mason, 


The  ONLY  leases  allowed  within  special  natural  areas  such  as  the  Sun 
River  Wildlife  Management  Area  should  be  NO  SURFACE  OCCUPANCY,  NO 
EXCEPTIONS . 

There  should  be  no  possibility  of  industrial  development  activity 
occurring  within  designated  game  areas  such  as  the  Sun  River  Wildlife 
Management  Area. 

It  makes  no  sense  for  the  State  to  commit  the  Sun  River  WMA  for 
development.  Any  proposal  to  develop  the  eurea  is  certain  to  ignite  a 
firestorm  of  public  opposition  and  endless  litigation. 
(In  a  similar  situation,  federal  leases  in  the  Badger-Two  Medicine  area 
have  dragged  on  for  years  without  resolution.   If  the  Forest  Service  had 
heeded  public  warnings  not  to  lease  in  the  early  1980s,  that  agency 
would  not  be  faced  with  the  current  dilemma  there.  Gloria  Flora 
recognized  this  and  said  "NO"  to  new  leases  on  national  forest  lands 
along  the  Front,  including  previously  leased  lands  on  which  leases  had 
expired.  Although  Montana  citizens  got  no  official  help  from  the 
governor's  office,  a  large  majority  of  the  public  supports  Flora's 
decision. ) 

Montana's  premier  WMAs  are  worthy  of  a  higher  purpose  than 

oil  &  gas  speculation.  Like  the  national  forest  lands,  the  WMAs  and 

certain  other  state  lands  along  the  fabulous  Rocky  Mountain  Front  have 

inherent  values  far  above  and  beyond  industry's  speculation  on  a  minute 

chance  to  convert  the  State's  most  prime  wildlife  habitat  into  an  oil 

patch. 
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Federal  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  V/llA  were  withdravm.  or 
placed  in  "excluded"  status,  by  the  Department  of  Interior. 

State  mineral  rights  on  the  Sun  River  vniA  have  been  withdrawn  from 
oil  Sc   gas  lease  sales  in.  the  past.   The  Land  Board  withdrew  school  lots 
on  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  from  a  pending  oil  &  gas  lease  sale  in  1356, 
at  the  request  of  sportsmen  and  the  Dept.  of  Fish  &  Game. 

The  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area,  a.k.a.  the  "Game  Range"  or 
"Elk  Pasture"  is  one  of  Montana's  premier  Wildlife  Management  Areas. 
Its  creation  was  a  landmark  in  a  long  conservation  history  to  preserve 
wildland  values  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front/Bob  Marshall  Ecosystem.   The 
Sun  River  Game  Range  was  purchased  in  1947  and  set  aside  specifically 
for  wintering  wildlife.   It  is  considered  so  important  and  so  sensitive 
that  for  six  months  out  of  each  year  it  is  illegal  for  the  general 
public  even  to  set  foot  on  it. 

The  Montana  Wildlife  Federation  requests  that  the  STATE  of  Montana 
allow  NO  DEVELOPMENT  such  as  OIL  &  GAS  on  Rocky  Mountain  Front  WILDLIFE 
MANAGEMENT  AREAS.   The  ONLY  leases  allowed  should  be  NO  SURFACE 
OCCUPANCY,  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 

We  request  that  our  comments  be  made  part  of  the  public  comment  record. 


Sincerely, 


Stan  Frasier,  President 
Montana  Wildlife  Federation 


MOMTANA  WILDUFE  FEDERATION 


Office  Address 
?  0  Bo«  1175 
Helena.  MT  5962-1 


Stan  Frasier 

President 

Home  Address 
PC   Boi  584< 
Helena,  MT  5960J 


Home  (406)  ■442-2705 
WorV,  (406)  443-3424 
Fax:  (406)  442-2705 


E-mail"  sfrasierSdes)<top  org 
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Mason,  Monte 


From:  Elkcreek07@aol.com 

Sent:  Friday,  April  23,  1999  3:45  PM 

To:  nkeenan@mt.govi  mcooney@mt.gov;  mokeefe@mt.gov;  jmazuek@mt.gov; 

pagraham@mt.gov;  mmason@mt.gov 
Subject:  Oil  and  Gas  Leases 


To  Mark  O'Keefe,  Mike  Cooney,  Nancy  Keenan,  Joe  Mazurek 
Land  Board  Members; 

Pat  Graham,  Dept  Fish.  Wildlife  and  Parks 
Monte  Mason,  DNRC 

From  Bill  Madden 

606  N  East  Ave 
Oak  Park,  IL  60302 


I  knovj  that  the  Land  Board  acted  responsibly  in  January  when 
placing  stipulations  on  other  leasing  actions  near  the  Rocky  Mountain  front 
I  hope  this  same  sense  of  responsibility  will  once  again  surface  within  the 
board  and  that  you  will  reverse  your  intentions  to  issue  oil  and  gas  leases 
on  lands  within  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area 

I  realize  that  you  have  a  charter  to  raise  funds  to  support  schools 
within  the  state.  I  own  property  along  the  Front  and  would  gladly  pay  higher 
property  taxes,  if  that's  what  it  takes,  to  simultaneously  maintain  a 
competitive  school  system  while  preserving  big  game  habitat.  (Just  don't  send 
me  the  bill  for  the  whole  shootin'  match!) 

Remember  you're  dealing  with  a  national  issue  and  not  just  the 
economics  of  Montana.  Folks  here  in  Chicago  view  Montana  as  a  state 
populated  by  hearty,  smart  men  and  women  (I  grew  up  there)  who  sensibly 
manage  wilderness,  wildlife,  and  education  The  act  you're  considering  is 
certainly  not  sensible 


Yours, 


Bill  Madden 
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MINERAL 
POLICY 


/'rc/frrn'ng 
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23  April  1999 

Montana  Depanment  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conser\ation 
P.O.  Box  301601 

Helena,  Montana  59620 


♦  ♦♦ 


Sent  \ia  fax  today;  hardcopies  following  in  mail 


*♦* 


DNRC  Staff  and  Director: 


Norchwcst 
Circuit   Rider 


' 


rt)    Box  369 

Hoiem;«n.  .V!oiic;<na 

59"'!  5 
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inpcn v.-cr^fl vicom  nc( 
\\^\  v^■.  m.r.crAlpoli.-v-  org 


The  following  is  Mineral  Policy  Center's  comments  regarding  proposed  oil  and 
gas  leasing  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area.  We  oppose  the 
current  proposal. 

Mineral  Policy  Center  is  a  national  nonprofit  organization  working  to  reduce 
the  negative  impacts  of  mineral  extraction.  Our  office  in  Bozeman,  Montana 
works  directly  with  communities  across  the  West  requesting  assistance. 

Mineral  Policy  Center  appreciates  the  state  of  Montana's  efforts  to  increase 
oversight  and  improve  regulations  for  oil  and  gas  leasing  generally  on  lands 
along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  However,  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  must 
be  recognized  as  possessing  significant  values  which  must  not  be  risked  by  the 
impacts  of  oil  and  gas  operations  in  this  fragile  region.  In  1947,  it  was  seen  fit 
that  this  area  be  designated  and  managed  for  the  primar>'  purpose  of  providing 
quality  habitat,  particularly  during  winter  months,  for  wildlife.  It  seems 
inappropriate,  across  Montana's  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  that  wildlife 
management  areas  be  subjected  to  the  competing  and  frequently  damaging 
demands  of  modem  oil  and  gas  extraction.  Current  policy  should  be 
strengthened  and  clarified  to  reflect  this. 

Public  opinion  across  Montana,  and  beyond,  has  overwhelming  been  in  support 
of  the  protection  of  our  state's  Rocky  Mountain  Front  in  a  wild  and  largely 
pristine  condition.  It  is  these  values  which  people  hold  most  dear  and  they  are 
the  Front's  greatest  wealth  to  offer.  This  was  proven  true  in  the  public  input 
which  led  up  to,  and  the  public  applause  following,  the  Forest  Ser\  ice's 
decisions  to  withdraw  federal  public  lands  from  oil  and  gas  drilling  and 
subsequently  to  pursue  a  mineral  withdrawal  as  well. 

Montanans  have  accepted  that  wildlife  wintering  needs  in  the  Sun  River  Game 
Range  are  sensitive  enough  to  warrant  no  public  access  to  these  lands 
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\vhatsoe\er  for  a  substantial  part  of  each  \ear.  To  mandate  such  a  le\el  of 
management,  and  then  to  permit  oil  and  gas  drilling  on  these  same  lands,  seems 
a  ludicrous,  short  sighted,  and  corporate-pressured  paradox.  We  urge  you  not 
to  make  this  mistake.  .Montana  has  withdrawn  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  for 
a  \ariet\  of  purposes  in  the  past;  we  must  continue  this  history  of  prudence  and 
caution  when  gambling  with  our  state's  most  precious,  unique,  and  sustainable 
resources. 

We  at  Mineral  Policy  Center  strongly  request  that  you  refuse  to  lease  for 
industrial  use  any  portion  of  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area. 

Please  keep  us  appraised  of  any  future  decisions  regarding  this  area.  Feel  free 
to  call  me  in  Bozeman  if  you  have  any  questions  regarding  our  position. 


mger  / 


It  R.  Boulanger 
Senior  Circuit  Rider  / 


cc: 

State  Land  Board 

Montana  Department  of  Fish  Wildlife  and  Parks 
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April  23,  1994 


Pat  Crab,an\,  D.reclor 

Deportment  or  Fi^h  V\;ld.r'e  and  I'arkis 

P.O.  Box2'JU7ni 

Helena,  Ml    5962C 

U-jd  Clincli,  Directo;- 

DNRC 

P.O.  Box  .101601 

Helena,  MT  5962^ 

Re:  ()i:  o:-.,:  G^^  '  ■.■.tc..-.^  ::;  t^c  Sun  Kivci  Camf  Kcfu^i; 

Dear  Montana  Govorn-unt  Offu-ials: 

1  a:r,  writing  to  state  n-,y  ob)cction  and  ciisplca.sure  with  the  proposal  to  lease  ei^'hl 
si'c-tions  in  the  Sun  R;ve:  Came  Refuse  to  oil  and  gas  .speculators. 

Ihe  Rocky  Mountain  Front  is  a  .special  area  thai  helps  defim:  who  we  nre  as  a  people 
and  d  place.   For  30  years  the  oil  and  gas  industry  has  sought  to  develop  and  despoil 
this  area  for  short  term  gam    The  people  ot  Mont.ma  have  forcefully  expressed  their 
views  on  this  matter:    They  do  not  want  oil  and  gas  and  mineral  development  on 
the  Rocky  Mountain  Front. 

The  people  of  Montana  made  this  very  cU-ar  in  the  public  comments  to  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  National  Forest  on  a  similar  proposal.    And  the  people  also  made  it  dear 
back  m  the  1980'^  when  the  Reagan  Administration  sought  to  "bomb  the  Bob"  for 
.short  term  oil  and  ga.s  development.     In  disregard  of  this  overwhelming  public 
opposition  between  mdustrial./.jng  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  vet  another  pr0*(osal 
has  beei^:  proposed  to  industrialize  the  Proni.  '  # 

Not  only  is  this  bad  pubhc  policy  ^^^d  jeopardi/es  one  oi  Montana  s  and  the 
Nation  s  natural  treasures,  it  makes  no  cvonomirsense  as  well      Ihe  recent  trend 
along  tb.e  Rocky  Motm.tair  i'ron:,  m  the  Bear   Cooths,  m  the  Sweel  Grass  HilU  and 
elsewhere  is  that  the  p;;-::c  s  treasury  gels  mmed.    This  occurs  because  mimng 
c.a.ms  and  mining  leases  .i:e  obtained  in  pristine  areas  and  then  the  public  is'fcrced 
tu  Tend  our  public  resources  to  buy  our  these  daunts.   Two  wrongs  do  not  make  a 
right.    The  be.st  solution  :s  not  to  venture  out  on  this  siipperv  slope  ;n  the  hrst 
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•.nsta:\cc    Tr.c  Rocky  Mountoin  Fror.t  >>hculd  not  be  ir.dustrialized     My  LUhfr  grovv 
up  p'ay:ng  on  the  Sun  R:ver  R:ingf  and  h.s  memory  .>,h(nild  not  ix'  dogiwdt-d  by  oil 
and  giis  devolopn-.er.t.    Th:s  her.tagc  shovjld  bo  p^ibsod  on  to.his  gicindcliildrFn  ar.d 
fr.O'.r  granJi-hildren.    The  Slate  of  Montana  h<ib  vvithdr.ivvn  tlx'  S;:r.  River  Gamo 
Xun^e  bofoif  and  it  s:-t>uld  co  i:  agaa\. 
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April  23.  1999 

Governor  Mark  Racicoc 
Room  204.  Suu£  Capiuil 
POBox200«01 
Helena,  MT  59620-0801 
Ph.406-M4-3in 
Fax  406-444-5529 


Stuart  Lewin 

Anomcy  Sl.  Counsellor  at  Law 

615  Third  Avenue  Nobth 

Gr£at  Falls.  Mo^fTANA,  594oi 

Phon£.  pAi.  V-mail:  <io6-727.e464 

E-MAiU  STUARTLEWINdWORLONET. ATT.NET 


Anonjiy  General  Joe  Mazurek 

Justice  Building 

215  N.Sanders 

HelcDa,  MT  59<'20 

Ph.  406-U4-2026 

Fax  406^444-35*9 

Naacy  Keenan 

Supt.  of  Public  jistruction 

Room  106,  Slate  Capitol 

P.O.  Box  202501 

Helena.  MT  59620-2501 

Ph.  406-444-7362 

Fax  406-444-2893 


Secretary  of  Scate  Mike  Cooney 
P.O.  Box  202801 
Helena.  MT  59620-2801 
Ph.  406-444-2034 
Fax  406-444-3976 


Auditor  Mike  O'Kecfe 
P.O.  Box  4009 
Helena,  MT  59620-4009 
Ph.  1-800-332-6148 
Fax  406-444-3497 


RE:  Proposed  Letting  Oil  and  Leases  on  State  lands  on  Rocky  MT  Front  on  Certain  School 
Sections  which  are  part  of  Game  Range  near  Sun  River 

Dear  Members  of  State  Land  Board, 

I  am  opposed  to  the  Stale  of  Montana  granting  any  oil  and  gas  leases  on  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Front.  If  any  area  qualifies  for  the  Governor's  program  for  saving  Montana's  special  places  it  is 
the  Rocky  Mountain  FronL 

School  Sections  must  be  held  for  education  not  simply  to  produce  money  for  education.  One  of 
the  most  important  components  of  our  educational  system  is  to  teach  our  children  a  land  ethic 
which  induces  Conservation  and  Preservation.  We  can  only  educate  by  our  own  example:  How 
can  we  expect  to  teach  a  land  ethic  if  wc  lay  waste  to  our  public  lands  to  bring  cash  to  the 
educational  system?  This  very  short  sighted  management  objective.  It  undermines  our  children's' 
future  health  and  well  being  which  is  the  purpose  of  education.  As  David  Brower  pleads:  The 
Earth  needs  CPR.  Conservation  where  we  will,  Preservation  (to  avoid  extinction)  were  we  must, 
and  Restoration  where  we  can.  Conservation  of  wild  animal  habitat  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front 
has  been  a  goal  of  the  State  of  Montana,  the  federal  goverjiment,  private  land  owners  and  various 
private  orgaiuzations  since  the  early  fities.  This  is  an  import  goal  which  should  continue. 

T^uithermorc,  before  any  oU  and  gas  leases  are  let  on  State  Land  in  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  the 
State  Land  Board  should  have  the  opportunity  to  make  an  informed  decision  based  on  the 
NEPA/MEPA  process.  It  is  my  understanding  that  the  State  has  in  the  past  leased  first  and 
stipulated  doing  the  NEPA/MEPA  analysis  necessary  to  determine  whether  leasing  would  be 
appropriate  later.  I  find  this  hard  to  believe.  Especially  since  once  you  let  the  leases,  if  you  later 
determine  thai  there  must  be  no  oil  and  gas  development  in  this  area,  you  will  have  granted  a  lease 
right  which  the  State  might  be  forced  to  re-acquire.  The  NEPA/MEPA  process  gives  the  pubUc 
an  opportunity  to  comment  and  the  Land  Board  the  opportunity  to  make  an  informed  decision. 
Please  pull  these  lease  from  letting  this  Summer  and  do  not  put  ihem  out  for  bid  until  a 

NEPA/MEPA  analysis  has  been  made.  ' 

// 

Sincerely^ours, 
^._   .         LEyiN  I:^W  OFHCE 


t<Sta 


:ewm 


TOTAL   P. 01 


■ 


APPENDIX  E:   Late  Comments 


Note:   For  this  June  2,  1999  Montana  oil  and  gas  lease  sale,  DNRC  received  a 
number  of  public  comments  opposed  to  oil  and  gas  leasing  and  development  of 
school  trust  land  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area  (application 
numbers  5094  through  5099  and  5105  and  5106,  see  application  list  in  Appendix 
A)  .   Most  comments  advocated  either  a  withdrawal  from  leasing  or  leasing  with 
no  surface  occupancy  allowed  for  tracts  in  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management 
Area.   The  Department  proposes  to  apply  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  sensitive 
areas  stipulation  (number  21  in  the  application  list  in  Appendix  A)  to 
application  numbers  5072  through  5108  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County  due  to  the 
location  of  these  areas  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  and  in  the  Sun  River 
Wildlife  Management  Area.   Pursuant  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  sensitive 
areas  stipulation,  "No  surface  activities  shall  occur  on  the  lease  premises 
unless  and  until  the  Operating  Plan  or  Amendment  is  approved  by  the  Board." 
After  completion  of  an  environmental  review,  the  Land  Board  may  approve, 
modify,  or  deny  surface  activity  on  the  lease. 


A\  O   N  T  A  N  A       WILDLIFE       FEDERATION  L 


Aprill3.1999  P^^->  pj^,^  ^.^ 

APR  2  ^  1999 

0  &  G  Lease  Sale  Comments  O .  N  .  R .  C . 
DNRC 

P.O.  Box  201601 
Helena,  MT  59620-1601 

Dear  Sirs: 

1  am  writing  on  behalf  of  the  Montana  Wildlife  Federation  (MWF)  to  state  our  opposition 
to  the  proposed  oil  and  gas  leases  on  the  Sun  River  Game  Range.  The  MWF  represents 
over  20  sportsmen's  groups  throughout  Montana.  We  believe  that  the  Department  of 
Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  (DNRC)  is  going  beyond  the  purpose  of  their 
mandate  to  generate  funds  from  school  trust  lands  in  this  most  sensitive  wildlife  refuge. 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Front  has  been  bombarded  with  extractive  uses.  The  Sun  River 
Game  Range  is  an  important  public  resource  and  should  be  managed  in  accordance  to  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  created,  to  provide  winter  range  refuge  for  deer  and  elk.  The 
long-term  economic,  recreational  and  aesthetic  value  that  the  Sun  River  Game  Range 
provides  to  Montana's  public  far  outweighs  any  short-term  benefit  that  oil  and  gas 
exploration  might  bring  to  our  school  trust.  In  fact,  we  would  suggest  that  the  DNRC's 
interpretation  of  the  Enabling  Act  of  1 889  is  far  too  zealous.  A  very  good  argument 
could  be  made  that  the  biological  value  of  a  healthy  Sun  River  Game  Range  could  benefit 
the  education  of  Montana's  school  children  more  than  the  short-term  added  income  to  the 
school  trust  that  oil  and  gas  leases  would  provide. 

In  addition,  we  would  like  to  point  out  that  hunting  and  related  wildlife  recreational 
activities  bring  in  over  1.7  billion  dollars  to  Montana's  economy.   We  would  further 
suggest  that  the  economic  benefit  that  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  contributes  to  the 
economy  may  be  a  significant  portion  of  the  tourism  dollars  for  that  part  of  the  state. 
Thus,  the  state  does  receive  economic  benefits  from  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  and 
these  lands  are  generating  fair-market-value  revenues.  We  would  suggest  that  the  DNRC 
look  into  other  fijnding  alternatives  that  do  not  adversely  affect  the  habitat  of  such 
sensitive  areas,  if  in  fact,  that  the  DNRC  must  find  monies  from  the  school  trust  px)rtion 
of  the  Sun  River  Game  Range. 

The  purposes  for  which  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  was  created  and  the  DNRC's 
interpretation  of  their  duties  with  regard  to  school  trust  lands  arc  in  conflict.  Volumes  of 
evidence  would  suggest  that  oil  and  gas  extraction  and  wildlife  habitat  are  not 


k 


compatible.  The  purpose  and  the  public  benefit  of  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  should 
take  precedence  over  conflicting  uses  of  these  valuable  public  lands. 

Biologists  from  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife,  and  Parks  have  found  that  elk 
populations  in  and  around  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  have  significantly  declined  in 
recent  years.  In  fact,  the  numbers  are  down  so  much  that  wildlife  managers  have  sharply 
restricted  hunting  in  the  last  two  years. 

Exploration,  production  and  reclamation  activities  associated  with  the  oil  and  gas 
development  would  adversely  impact  the.se  wildlife  populations  even  more  in  the  Sun 
River  Game  Range.   In  particular,  seismic  survey  activities,  road  building,  powerlines, 
drill  pads,  work  crews,  condensation  tanks,  hydration  units,  and  processing  facilities 
would  have  severe  negative  impacts  on  wildlife,  wildlife  habitat,  recreational 
opportunities,  and  the  overall  aesthetic  values  that  are  the  essence  of  the  Sun  River  Game 
Range.  Additionally,  the  historic  boom  and  bust  cycle  of  the  oil  and  gas  industry  will 
eventually  bust.  Thus,  leaving  its  legacy  of  damage  behind  for  future  generations. 

As  you  may  know,  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  has  a  long  history  dating  back  to  its 
purchase  in  1947.  The  purpose  of  providing  winter  range  is  so  sensitive  that  for  six 
months  out  of  each  year  the  public  is  not  allowed  to  set  foot  on  it.  How  then  can  we 
justify  oil  and  gas  activities  on  these  most  important  public  lands?  Please  keep 
Montana's  public  land  values  and  wildlife  heritage  as  a  priority.  Thank  you  for  your 
consideration. 

Yours  truly, 

Stan  Frasier 

President 

The  Montana  Wildlife  Federation 


Dan  &  Judy  Bennett  '  \'— ''^  .i..  •■  .•  : •. 

2410  5th  Ave.  So.  /  jj  o  r>  .^->-, 

Great  Falls,  MT  59405  ^-  ^^  ^  7  hb'j 

April  23,  1999 

Bud  Clinch,  Director 

DNRC 

P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601 

RE:   June  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale 

Dear  Mr.  Clinch: 

Two  things  have  impressed  us  since  we  became  involved  in  this 
administration's  oil  and  gas  leasing  process  last  fall. 

The  first  is  the  total  unconcern  shown  for  the  fate  of  the 
special  places  that  have  drawn  many  of  us,  and  fixed  us,  to  the 
Rocky  Mountain  Front.  You  will  no  doubt  be  relieved  to  know  that 
while  we  find  this  inexplicable,  we  view  it  as  a  forgivable  sin. 
To  each  his  own  etc. 

The  second  matter  is  not  so  easily  dismissed.  That  is  the 
arrogant  destain  and  disregard  this  administration  has  for  the 
Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act. 

It  is  no  longer  possible  for  us  to  regard  our  disagreements  on 
these  matters  as  simple  differences  in  outlooks.  Your  failure  to 
disclose  the  location  of  the  Makoshika  State  Park  lease  to  the  Land 
Board,  and  your  response  to  successful  citizen  enforcement  of  the 
Environmental  Policy  Act  in  the  Ravalli  and  Swan  Valley  cases  by 
running  to  the  "good  old  boy"  legislature,  are  evidence  enough  that 
your  concerns  are  those  of  narrow  minded  businessmen  out  to  pad  the 
pockets  of  your  own. 

Bad  enough  to  have  read  of  the  perversion  of  democracy  in  the 
days  of  the  copper-collared  minions  of  Anaconda,  worse  to  see  it 
reclothed  in  the  button-down,  vapid  platitudes  of  this 
administration.  Our  sentiments  match  those  expressed  in  the  letter 
of  Paul  Edwards,  we  are  committed  to  the  protection  of  the  Front, 
for  as  long  as  it  takes . 

Sincerely, 


Daniel  &  Judith  Bennett 
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April  23,  1999 

Bud  Clinch 
Director,  DNRC 
P.O.  Box  2  016  01 
Helena,  MT  59620-1601 

Re:   June  Oil  and  Gas  Bidding 

Dear  Mr.  Clinch: 
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The  Upper  Missouri  River  Breaks  Chapter  of  the  Montana  Audubon 
Society  adopts  and  endorses  the  comments  and  outrage  of  its  most 
esteemed,  most  knowledgeable  and  most  republican  member,  George 
Engler . 

Thank  you . 


Sincerely, 


Dan  Bennett 

Activist/Endangered  Species  Chair 


cc :   Fay  Valois,  Pres. 

Gene  Johnson,  V.  Pres. 
State  Land  Board 
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From:  Gene  and  Linda  Sentz  [friends@3rivers.net] ' 

Sent:  Monday,  Apnl  26,  1999  11:38  PM 

To:  nkeenan@mt.gov 

Cc:  Cooney,  Mike,  MT  Sec  of  State;  mokeefe@mt.gov;  jmazurek@mt.gov;  pagraham@mt.gov; 

mmason@mt.gov 
Subject:  c/o  Ms.  Nancy  Keenan,  Land  Board:  leasing  the  Sun  River  WMA 

Supt.  of  Public  Instruction  Nancy  Keenan 
PO  Box  202501 
Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  Ms.  Keenan: 

This  past  weekend  an  oldtimer  who  grew  up  in  the  Sun  River  valley  was 
noting  the  irony  of  the  State's  perceived  "obligation"  to  lease  the  Sun 
River  Wildlife  Management  Area  to  oil  and  gas  speculators  to  earn 
revenue  for  the  School  Trust  Fund  (at  SI. 50  to  $2.00  an  acre),  while  the 
state  legislature  was  cutting  $200  million  in  revenue  for  "tax  relief 
mostly  to  big  business  corporations 

My  friend  asked,  "What  kind  of  education  is  it  that  teaches  our  kids 
that  sort  of  land  ethic,  that  you  sell-for-a-song  potential  development 
rights  on  the  state's  finest  natural  areas,  supposedly  to  educate  kids, 
while  you  give  millions  in  tax  breaks  to  big  industries?"  Again  he 
asked,  "What  sort  of  land  ethic  does  that  teach  our  kids?" 

As  I  mentioned,  this  came  from  a  fellow  whose  family  has  been  deeply 
rooted  for  generations,  in  the  Sun  River  Canyon  area  near  the  Sun  River 
Game  Range.  I  told  him  I'd  pass  his  question  along  to  you,  because  as  a 
teacher  myself,  I'm  afraid  I  don't  have  a  very  good  answer. 

However,  I  did  tell  him  that  lots  of  people  are  requesting  the  State 
Land  Board,  assuming  it  must  lease,  to  permit  ONLY  leases  that  have  a 
No-Surface-Occupancy  stipulation,  with  No  Exceptions.  He  said  it  would 
be  even  better  for  the  State  to  trade  out  those  trust  lands  on  the  Game 
Ranges  along  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  for  less  sensitive  state  land 
elsewhere  to  lease 

Please  give  these  lease  proposals  your  very  special  attention  as  a  Land 
Board  member,  and  if  you  have  answers  to  my  friend's  question  about 
values  and  land  ethics  in  Montana  education,  please  let  me  know. 

Many  thanks. 

Gene  Sentz 
PO  Box  763 
Choteau,  Montana  59422 


JOHN  \'OLLERTSEN 

P  O  Box  1202,  Helena,  MT  59624 

Phone  (406)  449-0259 


April  23,  1999 


Oil  and  Gas  lease  Sale  Comments 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 

PO  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601 


Dear  Sirs 

Please  accept  my  comments  for  inclusion  into  the  public  record  for  the  environmental 
assessment,  pursuant  to  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act,  for  the  proposed  issuance  of 
leases  for  the  June  2,  1999  Oil  and  Gas  Lease  Sale    My  comments  are  oriented  to  the  sale  of 
leases  proposed  for  the  Sun  Rjver  Wildlife  Management  Area  (WMA').  Lewis  and  Clark  County, 
T21N,  R8W,  Sections  9,  10,  14,  22,  23,  26,  35  and  36 


'aciea. 


Stipulation    The  co-called  "Rocky  Mountain  Front  stipulation,"  as  previously  defined  by 
the  Land  Board,  should  be  in  effect  for  the  Sun  River  WMA    No  surface  occupancy  should 
continue  /  A/sh?/-:/^ /^ //^/.  / 5 /a <•/'£':> <-V  by  /Jyv^c    to  ^^ 

Cultural  Resources    Cultural  resource  impacts  should  have  fijll  analysis  on  the  basis  of 
cumulative  effects    There  are  other  sporadic  cultural  surveys  along  the  front  associated  with 
various  oil  and  gas  projects,  but  they  are  not  brought  into  play  for  a  broader  analysis  to  examine 
total  impacts  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front  landscape    For  instance,  if  a  cultural  resource  survey 
is  performed  for  very  site  specific  reasons— such  as  for  a  few  acres—then  the  overall  impacts  are 
not  subject  to  definition    Site  specific  information  is  valuable,  but  it  must  be  in  context  of  the 
overall  impacts  to  the  cultural  resource  values  of  the  Front    I  suggest  a  fijll  environmental  impact 
study  be  performed  on  the  Front  by  DNR  to  bring  in  all  the  cultural  resource  values  before  any 
lease  is  considered  for  issuance    A  coordinated  and  systematic  attempt  should  be  made  with  other 
agencies  to  afford  maximum  protection  of  the  overall  landscape  and  for  the  long  term— not  just  for 
short  term  leases  /^  /Tt//  c^/t'"'^'-^/  /■r%ci:^ci-%   revf-'^  i^^^Jj  ^^  coj^acic-h'C^  ,    1 

Please  add  my  name  to  your  mailing  list  to  automatically  receive  fijture  information  related 
to  the  leases  for  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area 


Sincerely, 


John  Vollertsen 


I 


23  April  1999 


.IV 


Mr  Monte  Mason 

Chief,  Minerals  Management  Bureau 

P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620-1601 


fc^PR  2  6  1993 


Re;  June  1999  Lease  Sale 


Dear  Mr.  Mason: 

The  following  are  the  comments  of  the  Island  Range  Chapter  of  the  Montana 
Wilderness  Association  on  the  DNRC's  proposal  to  accept  bids  for  oil  and  gas  leases 
on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front,  particularly  those  within  the  Sun  River  WMA,  in  June  of 
1999. 

With  one  exception,  the  Chapter  strongly  supports  and  commends  the  State  Land 
Board  for  its  December  1998  determination  to  apply  stringent  stipulations  to  any  bid 
accepted  on  the  Rocky  Mountain  Front.  That  exception  is  that  the  Chapter  believes 
that  in  special  areas,  including  but  not  limited  to  wildlife  management  areas,  wilderness 
study  areas  and  state  parks,  no  lease  should  issue  that  offers  any  possibility  of  surface 
occupancy,  no  matter  how  remote. 

With  regard  to  the  leasing  process  the  DNRC  has  established,  we  renew  our  objection 
that  it  fails  to  comply  with  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  in  any  respect.  It  is 
impossible,  given  the  notice  the  Department  publishes,  for  the  public  to  determine 
whether  the  Department  is  soliciting  comments  for  a  scoping  process  or  for  an  EA.  In 
fact,  it  matters  little  -  the  DNRC  does  no  scoping  with  regard  to  issuance  of  oil  and  gas 
leases,  nor  does  it  prepare  an  EA.  The  DNRC's  leasing  process  examines  neither  the 
quantity  nor  the  quality  of  the  environmental  resources  or  values  that  will  be  affected  by 
its  actions-it  makes  no  attempt  to  evaluate  the  uniqueness  and  fragility  of  those 
resources  and  values,  as  MEPA  requires.  It  is  universally  accepted  that  the 
examination  of  all  reasonable  alternatives  comprises  the  heart  of  the  MEPA  process. 
The  only  alternative  considered  by  the  DNRC  is  leasing. 

With  respect  to  the  proposed  leases  on  the  Sun  River  WMA  and  other  critical  areas  on 
the  Front,  where  everyone  but  the  DNRC  concedes  that  leasing  in  incompatible  with 
existing  wildlife  and  recreation  values,  alternatives  abound:   denying  leases  altogether, 

Kccpiiis:  It  u;/</  -iiici'  I95k< 
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leasing  with  no  surface  occupancy,  withdrawal  of  these  areas  from  mineral  leasing, 
land  exchanges,  and  temporarily  leasing  to  FWP  until  a  permanent  resolution  is 
achieved 

The  DNRC's  refusal  to  consider  any  alternative  but  leasing  defies  both  common  sense 
and  the  law.  DNRC  has  an  obligation  to  examine  the  long  term  economic 
consequences  of  leasing  lands  in  areas  such  as  the  Front  and  Sun  River  WMA.   Under 
the  agency's  present  process,  where  it  disregards  the  concerns  of  both  the  public  and 
affected  agencies  (FWP,  FWS),  and  considers  no  alternative  other  than  leasing,  the 
agency  has  no  way  of  knowing  whether  its  shortsightedness  detracts  from  future 
economic  viability  of  communities  along  the  Front  and  diminishes  the  decades  long 
investment  which  the  state  has  made  to  restore  and  protect  one  of  nation's  premier 
wildlife  areas.  As  economists  have  established,  people  don't  move  toward  oil  and  gas 
development,  they  leave.  It  is  not  the  boom  and  bust  of  the  industry  that  makes  stable 
communities  -  it  is  the  quality  of  life.  The  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  requires 
agencies  that  are  contemplating  a  series  of  actions,  such  as  leasing  all  of  the  school 
trust  lands  in  the  Bob  Marshall  complex,  to  prepare  a  programmatic  review.  This 
review  must  include  an  examination  of  the  cumulative  effects  of  the  action.   DNRC's 
continued  insistence  that  it  is  only  obligated  to  examine  the  effects  of  individual  wells 
evidences  its  complete  disregard  for  the  MEPA  and  the  quality  of  life  assured  each 
citizen  in  the  constitution  of  the  State. 

By  far  the  most  egregious  aspect  of  the  DNRC's  leasing  process  is  the  manner  in  which 
it  excludes  meaningful  public  participation.  The  Montana  Legislature  passed  the 
Environmental  Policy  Act  specifically  to  establish  a  process  whereby  Montana  could 
anticipate  and  prevent  unexamined,  unintended,  and  unwanted  consequences  rather 
than  continue  to  stumble  into  circumstances  or  cumulative  crises  (Makoshika!)  that  the 
state  could  only  react  to.  Participation  of  the  public  in  these  processes  is  essential  if 
these  goals  are  to  be  achieved. 

In  addition  to  the  guarantees  of  public  participation  made  law  in  the  Environmental 
Policy  Act,  the  Montana's  Constitution  secures  to  the  people  of  the  State  a  right  to 
participate  in  the  operation  of  government  agencies  prior  to  the  final  decision  of  the 
agency.  To  that  end  the  legislature  passed  the  Administrative  Procedure  Act  (APA) 
which  directs  each  agency  to  develop  procedures  for  permitting  and  encouraging  the 
public  to  participate  in  agency  decisions  that  are  of  significant  interest  to  the  public. 
These  procedures  are  to  provide  adequate  notice  and  assist  public  participation  before 
a  final  agency  action  is  taken,  where  that  action  is  of  significant  interest  to  the  public. 

The  APA  makes  the  governor  responsible  for  insuring  that  each  board,  bureau, 
commission,  department,  authority,  agency  or  officer  adopt  guidelines  to  provide 
policies  and  procedures  to  facilitate  public  participation  in  their  programs.  The  Act 
further  directs  that  these  guidelines  shall  be  adopted  as  rules  and  published  in  a 
manner  which  may  be  provided  to  a  member  of  the  public  on  request.  It  is  clear  that 


the  Constitution  and  the  legislature  (in  the  Montana  Environmental  Policy  Act  as  well  as 
in  the  APA)  have  established  an  affirmative  duty  on  the  part  of  state  agencies  to 
provide  notice  to  the  public  of  proposed  actions  it  knows  to  be  of  significant  interest, 
and  to  encourage  and  facilitate  the  public's  participation  in  the  formulation  of  those 
actions  before  final  decisions  are  made. 

The  Island  Range  Chapter  has  requested  a  meeting  with  the  DNRC  two  months  ago  to 
discuss  establishing  a  leasing  process  that  comports  with  the  law.  We  have  still  not 
received  any  response  to  our  request. 

We  urge  that  the  Department  suspend  its  leasing  of  trust  lands  until  such  time  as  it  has 
complied  with  its  obligation  to  alert  the  public  to  its  intentions  and  provided  a  means  for 
public  input  before  the  decisions  to  lease  are  made.  To  do  otherwise  not  only 
contravenes  the  law  but  places  the  interests  of  those  who  would  turn  public  resources 
to  their  private  profit  ahead  of  those  for  whom  these  lands  are  held  in  trust. 


Sincerely, 


Steve  Ellis 

President,  Island  Range  Chapter 
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Michael  Ford 

Box  446 

Choteau.  MT  59422 


April  23,  1999 


Mr.  Bud  Clinch 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation 

P.O.  Box  201601 

Helena,  MT  59620 

Dear  Mr.  Clinch: 


It  it  my  understanding  that  the  DNRC  is  proposing  to  lease  almost  1500  acres  of  state 
land  on  the  Sun  River  Wildlife  Management  Area.   Like  most  people,  I  believe  it  is  ill 
advised  to  allow  oil  and  gas  development  on  a  game  range. 

I  am  aware  that  the  State  Land  Board  placed  some  stipulations  on  other  state  lands 
along  the  Front  to  ensure  that  a  comprehensive  analysis  is  conducted  and  that  the 
public  is  provided  an  opportunity  for  meaningful  participation.   But  special  areas  such 
as  our  game  ranges  need  and  deserve  more  protection.  This  area  is  so  sensitive  that 
the  public  is  not  even  allowed  on  it  for  half  the  year  so  how  can  it  possibly  be 
considered  an  appropriate  place  for  industrial  development?  No  amount  of  money 
generated  from  leasing  and  development  could  begin  to  compare  to  the  wildlife  and 
wildland  values  of  the  Sun  River  Game  Range.  The  time  has  come  for  the  DNRC  to 
change  its  antiquated  process  of  oil  and  gas  leasing  and  begin  to  recognize  other 
values. 

For  decades,  the  state  has  made  a  significant  investment  in  the  Sun  River  WMA.  In 
cooperation  with  the  State  of  Montana  the  Federal  government  also  recognized  the 
importance  of  the  game  range  and  withdrew  its  mineral  rights.  The  actions  of  the 
DNRC  are  not  only  out  of  sync  with  other  land  managers  but  severely  compromise  the 
work  of  so  many  others. 

I  urge  you  to  respect  the  public  will  and  either  remove  the  Sun  River  WMA  from 
mineral  development  or  lease  the  state  land  without  allowing  any  surface  occupancy 
until  the  land  can  be  traded  out. 

Please  send  this  letter  to  all  of  the  State  Land  Board  members  and  include  it  as  part  of 
the  public  record. 

Sincerely, 


Michael  Ford 


cc:  Pat  Graham  FWP 
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TO:  Teresa  Kenley 

FROM:  Bob  Vlahovich,  Forester    f[[/ 

DATE:  April  26,  1999 

SUBJECT:  June  2,  1999  -  O  &  G  Lease  Tract  Comments 
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The  following  are  brief  comments  on  proposed  lease  tracts  by  application  number: 

"^  5072  Steep  slopes  in  W'A&S'/j,  demons  Creek  in  NEVi,  area  was  severely  burned  in  1988  -  Canyon 
Creek  Fire,  reseeded  to  reduce  erosion. 

^5073  Steep  slopes  running  from  NW  to  SE,  springs  in  SW'/i  &  NE'/4,  burned  in  1988,  reseeded  to 
reduce  erosion.  Recreational  cabins  on  private  land  to  the  west,  borders  USFS  on  south. 

^  5101  "Dry  Creek"  in  SW%SW%NE'/4 

^  5075  Dry  Creek  in  SE'/4NW'/4 

~"  5076  Dry  Creek  in  extreme  NW'/4 

^  5077  Old  out  buildings  in  SWA,  antelope  use 

^  5078  Antelope  use 

^  5079  Antelope  use 

""  5 100  Reservoir/Mosher  Ditch,  ranch  buildings  in  NW'/4 

-  5080  Elk  Creek  in  SW'/4 
^5081  Burnt  in  1988  Canyon  Creek  Fire 

-  5 1 02  Burnt  in  1 988  Canyon  Creek  Fire 
■-  5082  Burnt  in  1 988  Canyon  Creek  Fire,  Spring  in  NENE 
^  5083  Burnt  in  1 988  Canyon  Creek  Fire,  Reservoir  in  S W'/4 
"^5107  Burnt  in  1988  Canyon  Creek  Fire,  county  road  through  tract 
■^  5084  County  road  in  SE'/4 
■^  5085  Reservoir  and  stock  tank  in  NE'/4 

""  5086  Cord,  Nilan  Ditch,  high  recreation  use  at  Nilan  Reservoir  immediately  to  west  of  tract 

^  5087  County  road,  reservoir  in  NE'/4 

-  5088  Canal  in  E'/z,  corral  and  shed  in  center  of  tract 
■~~  5089  Canal  in  NE'/4,  some  evidence  of  old  seabody,  seasheils,  etc. 


-  5090  Pond  in  NEViNEW 

""5091  County  road,  powerline 

"^  5092  Florence  Canal  SE'/4,  county  road,  irrigated  hay  in  W'/z 

-"  5093  Smith  Creek  in  SE'/4SE'/4 

^  5094  Game  range,  pond  in  NE'/4NE'/4NE'/4 

"~  5095  Game  range 

^5105  Game  range,  pond  in  NESEN  W 

"^5106  Game  range,  Barr  Creek 

^  5096  Game  range 

^  5097  Game  range,  Barr  Creek  SESE 

'^  5098  Game  range 

^  5099  Game  range,  Barr  Creek,  game  range  HQ  in  Lot  #7  (SESE) 

General  comments  -while  all  of  the  tracts  exhibit  some  wildlife  use  the  Sun  River  Game  Range  is 
considered  to  be  of  very  high  value  habitat.  Any  operations  in  this  area  would  require  a  high  degree  of 
cooperation  and  coordination  with  FWP  to  avoid  or  mitigate  impacts. 

Ail  of  these  tracts  are  west  of  Highway  287  and  could  be  considered  as  part  of  the  "Front" 
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